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Alleged Macedonian war crimes:
The Yugoslav war crimes tribunal un-
sealed an indictment Tuesday against
Macedonia’s former interior minister
and a top police officer for the murder
and torture of ethnic Albanians. The two are
the final suspects to be charged by the U.N.
court, in The Hague, Netherlands.

Ljube Boskovski, 44, the former minister,
and Johan Tarculovsky, 30, a senior police
officer, were each charged with three
counts of murder, cruel treatment and wan-
ton destruction for the August 2001 raid on
the village of Ljuboten, just outside Skopje.

Kyrgyzstan elections: Protesters held a
regional and a district governor captive for
a second day Tuesday in western Kyrgyz-
stan Tuesday, while thousands rallied in the
south to protest alleged election fraud and
demand President Askar Akayev resign.

The opposition accuses authorities of
widespread abuses in Sunday 's parliamenta-
ry runoff elections, in which Akayev se-
cured an overwhelmingly loyal parliament.
‘The Organization for Security and Coopera-
tion in Europe said the vote had significant
problems.

Iran nuclear program: Iran on Tuesday
said economic incentives may help improve
foreign relations but won’t permanently
stop Tehran from pursuing a nuclear pro-
gram it says is for generating electricity but
Washington believes is for weapons.

The United States agreed last week to
drop opposition to Iranian membership in
the World Trade Organization and to allow
some sales of spare parts for civilian air-
craft as part of a European plan that offers

for Iran to -
ly freeze its nuclear activities.

Chechen rebel reward: Russia paid $10
million for information that helped it track
down a Chechen rebel leader who was
killed last week in a special forces opera-
tion, its security service said Tuesday.

The Federal Security Service said it
would offer the same reward for Shamil
Basayev, the Chechen warlord who claimed
responsibility for September’s school hos-
tage-taking in Russia that killed 330.

Bobby Fischer detention: Chess legend
Bobby Fischer shouldn’t be exempted from
Japan's rule that foreigners who are or-
dered deported must be sent to their home-
land, Japan’s top immigration official said
Tuesday.

Fischer and his supporters are asking
that he be allowed to go to Iceland, where he
has been granted a special passport for for-
eigners, instead of the United States where
Japan has ordered him sent.

‘Washington has sought Fischer — who be-
came world chess champion in a 1972
match in Iceland against the Soviet Union’s
Boris Spassky — on charges of violating in-
ternational sanctions against the former Yu-
goslavia by playing chess there in 1992.

States

Beauty queen on trial: Sharron Nicole Redmond demonstrates how she held the gun when
she shot Kevin Shorter as she backed away in her car, during her testimony Monday in
Savannah, Ga. Redmond, 23, is charged with murdering Shorter in a confrontation outside
the home of another woman he was dating, four months after she was crowned Miss Savan-
nah 2003. She has admitted firing the gun, but claims it was in self-defense.

leaks at Boston’s $14.6 billion Big Dig
project says he can no longer vouch for the
safety of its tunnels.

The project buried Interstate 93 under-
neath downtown Boston and connected the
Massachusetts Turnpike to Logan Interna-
tional Airport.

Engineer Jack K. Lemley said new infor-
‘mation has surfaced that more than 40 large
sections of tunnel wall contain construction
defects and that fireproofing material has
been damaged by leaks.

Gary Condit lawsuit: Former California
congressman Gary Condit has won an undis-
closed sum of money and an apology from
writer Dominick Dunne over his claims
about the lawmaker’s role in the 2001 disap-
pearance of intern Chandra Levy, according
to media reports.

In a statement, Dunne said he did “not
say or intend to imply that Mr. Condit was
complicit in her disappearance, and to the
extent my comments may have been misin-
terpreted, I apologize for them,” The Sacra-
mento Bee reported.

On “ET Online” in January 2002, Dunne
was quoted as suggesting Levy was taken
away by someone on a motorcycle as a favor
to Condit.

Phil Spector trial: Prosecutors are asking
a judge to permit evidence at Phil Spector’s
‘murder trial that the record producer has a
history of pulling guns on women, according
to court filings.

The prosecution motion, unsealed Mon-
day in Los Angeles, lists nine occasions dat-
ing to 1972 when Spector allegedly pointed
agun at someone.

Spector, 65, who created rock 'n’ roll’s
“Wall of Sound” recording technique,
claims B-movie actress Lana Clarkson com-
mitted suicide at his home in suburban Al-
hambra. He remains free on $1 million bail.

Big Dig leaks: The
ing specialist who led an mvestlganon into

bomb attack: P
have decided against a retrial of a former

medical examiner accused of staging a bi-
zarre bomb attack against himself.

A mistrial was declared March 1 after
three weeks of testimony against former
Shelby County Medical Examiner Dr. O.C.
Smith in Memphis, Tenn. The jury dead-
locked 9-3 for acquittal.

Smith was found in a county morgue stair-
well in June 2002 with his feet, hands and
head wrapped in barbed wire and a bomb
hung around his neck. Smith said he was at-
tacked by an unknown assailant who threw
a caustic chemical in his face. Investigators
eventually concluded the attack was staged.

Prison hostages trial: An inmate de-
fending himself against charges he raped a
guard and held her captive in a prison
watchtower in Phoenix for 15 days ques-
tioned prospective jurors about whether
they had seen the hostage crisis on televi-
sion.

Ricky Wassenaar, 41, who is serving time
for armed robbery and assault, is charged
with sexual assault, kidnapping, assault and
attempted murder.

Laci Peterson conviction: Scott Peter-
son’s lawyers said in court papers that
newly discovered evidence could have
spared the former fertilizer salesman from
a death sentence in the slaying of his preg-
nant wife.

Defense lawyer Mark Geragos said prose-
cutors withheld evidence that a state prison
inmate claimed he heard that Laci Peterson
had interrupted a burglary at a neighbor’s
home in Modesto on Dec. 24, 2002 — the
day she disappeared. Scott Peterson claims
he went fishing that day, and Geragos says
the tip “points to the conclusion that Laci
was alive after Scott left for the day.”

But prosecutor David Harris said the bur-
glary happened two days after Laci Peter-

son’s disappearance.

Stories and photo from The Associated Press
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Terror war forcing Air Force to cut costs

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — The
rising cost of the war on terrorism and in
Iraq is forcing major Air Force commands,
including U.S. bases in Europe, to cuts
costs and help avoid a “budget crisis.”

Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. John P.
Jumper has ordered the commands to
slash spending and delay programs consid-
ered a lower priority compared to the war.

The service projects to be $3 billion
short in maintenance and operations and
have a $733 million shortfall in military
personnel funding by the end of the fiscal
year, Jumper told commanders in a March
1 message.

Gen. Robert H. “Doc” Foglesong, the top
Air Force commander in Europe, already

Jumper urges USAFE, other commands
to cut costs for travel, supplies and hires

has directed headquarters staff and each
base in the region to reduce spending,
headquarters spokesman Capt. Chris Watt
said Tuesday.

“We knew this fiscal year s budget was
going to be tight,” Watt said in an e-mail to
Stars and Stripes. “Months ago command-
ers were advised to look closely at their in-
dividual budgets to ensure they continue to
meet mission readiness as well as provide
for the safety and wellness of their troops
and quality of life

costs, the purchase of supplies and equip-
ment and new civilian hires, Watt added.
Jumper issued the order to cut costs as
the Bush administration’s $75 billion 2005
supplementa] military funding bill awaits
approval in Congress. He told command-
ers that the top two priorities would be to
pay for the war on terrorism and efforts to
rotate troops for those operations.
“Facilities, business operatmns lravel

significantly through the end of the fiscal
year.”

In addition to bases in Europe, other
commands already are making some cuts,
according to an Air Force press release.

The Air Mobility Command isn’t spend-
ing as much on travel, supplies and equip-
ment that “don’t affect current combat op-
erations,” officials said. Facility projects
have been limited to emergency work only.

The cuts will not affect flying operations,
required maintenance and all “war-related
activities.”

The Air Force Space Command has de-
layed some contracts, facility projects, trav-
and supplies that

administrative function:
lated training and new contracts

The headquarters staff and the bases
plan to reduce spending by cutting travel

rank as lower priorities,” Jumper said in
the memo. “These areas should be slowed

are not directly related to the war.

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Navy monitoring
misuse of coupons
for gas in England

BY RON JENSEN pons

for

pleasure ~ driving.

Stars and Stripes

RAF MILDENHALL, England
— Use of Navy gas coupons in En-
gland for anything other than
duty travel is not allowed and is
being monitored.

This may be news to some
Americans stationed in the Unit-
ed Kingdom, but it has been part
of the agreement between the
United States and the United
Kingdom for nearly five decades.

“Duty driving has forever been
a requirement” said Lyndon
James, director of international
law for 3rd Air Force at RAF
Mildenhall.

After complaints last fall from
Her Majesty’s Customs and Ex-
cise, the government arm that
deals with tax and customs is-
sues, 3rd Air Force is now empha-
sizing the terms of the 1958 pact.

To that end, only sponsors can
purchase the coupons, used to get
gas at discount rates, for use at
off-base stations and only S0 li-
ters of coupons — about 13 gal-
lons — can be purchased per
week. On Tuesday, the S0-liter
coupon book of regular unleaded
gas was selling for $32.50, or
about $2.50 a gallon.

More importantly, the coupons
are to be used for duty travel
only.

James said he met with Cus-
toms and Excise representatives
at the base Monday to discuss the
issue. He declined to discuss spe-
cifics, but said, “Our relationship
is extremely good at the mo-

The agreement broadly defines
“duty travel.” It allows participa-
tion in activities “organized by,
sponsored by or beneficial to” the
U.S. forces in the United King-
dom. However, it specifically for-
bids “pleasure driving.”

For years, Americans in the mil-
itary or connected to it in the Unit-
ed Kingdom have used the cou-

HMCE, as it is called, complained
after finding coupons being used
in Scotland and being told by 3rd
Air Force that there would be no
reason for duty travel there.

James said the agreement al-
lows the U.S. military to “control”
the program.

The coupons found in Scotland
implied a lack of control. With the
new emphasis, he said, the mili-
tary is living up to its part of the
agreement.

The renewed emphasis on the
rules greatly affects car travel in
the United Kingdom. With the
current exchange rate requiring
nearly $2 for the purchase of 1
British pound, a gallon of regular
unleaded gasoline on the econo-
my costs about $6.

“That’s bad,” said Staff Sgt. Jar-
rod Kinner of the 100th Security
Forces Squadron at RAF Milden-
hall. “That’s going to slow down
your ability to experience this
part of the world.”

He spent about $60 to fill his
car at a British station recently,
much more than the $17.30 he
spent to fill the same car Tuesday
at the base.

Senior Airman John Martin of
the 352nd Special Operations
Group said he and his wife have
decided against a trip to Scotland
because of the gas prices.

“It’s just too costly,” he said.

It doesn’t require a nefarious
mind to realize that buying and
hoarding 50 liters of coupons
each week for several weeks will
take the family to Cornwall or
Yorkshire or Wales, for example.

James pointed out that HMCE
is keeping an eye out for misuse.

When HMCE first raised the
issue, he said, “Our fear was,
quite simply, that if we don’t con-
trol this system, someone would
come in from outside and control
it for us.”

E-mail Ron Jensen at:

jensenr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

STEVE MRAZ/Stars and Stipes

Five-year-old Emiluz Davila approaches her father, Sgt. Manuel Davila, at a welcome-home ceremony
for the 272 Military Police Company on Monday evening. Almost 150 soldiers returned from Iraq following
a yearlong deployment. The ceremony took place at Sullivan Barracks Gymnasium in Mannheim, Germany.

272nd Military Police eagerly
welcomed back to Mannheim

BY STEVE MRAZ
Stars and Stripes

MANNHEIM, Germany — Emiluz Davila did not
of

lice Academy. With its return, the unit became the
last major element of the 21st TSC to come home.
One of the unit’s foremost missions in Iraq was to
create a stable police force in order to provide a se-
cure for to flourish. Sol-

want to wait through the pomp and
the 272nd Military Police Company’s welcome
home ceremony Monday evening.

After seeing her father, Sgt Manuel Davnla, file

diers with the 272nd said Monday evening that the
police forces they helped trained are well on their
way.

B

into the Sullivan Barracks G rigidly
stand at attention, the S-year-old girl Garted to her
dad.

‘Unbeknownst to the child, a structured ceremony
welcoming the 149 soldiers home from a yearlong
deployment in Iraq still had to take place. Emiluz
seemed bewildered that her father would not imme-
diately respond. Soldiers near Davila repressed
chuckles while trying to keep a stoic air.

“If I could have, I would have done like the little
girl did” said Melenda Davis, who leapt into the
arms of her husband, Sgt. Joseph Davis, after the
ceremony.

Monday’s event marked the end of a crucial mis-
sion for the company, which is part of the 95th Mili-
tary Police Battalion of the 21st Theater Support
Command. While in Irag, the 272nd secured Iraqi
police stations and instructed Iraqis at the Iragi Po-

f the they lived under for de-
cades, the Iraqis were not used to taking initiative
and making decisions, said 1st Lt. Tricia Tyler, act-
ing company commander.

“We got to see a big improvement over there,” she
said. “They began actively policing rather than
being reactive.”

But the 272nd or “Fighting Deuce” did not com-
plete its mission without sacrifice: Pfc. Cole Larsen
died Nov. 13, when his military vehicle rolled over
after being hit by a civilian vehicle in Baghdad.

The company soldiered on, however, and one of
its successes was working with Iragi police officers
to provide security during Iraq’s Jan. 30 election,
Tyler said.

“They’re proven,” said Sgt. Michael Gillens, a
team leader with the 272nd MPC. “With time, they’ll
be up to speed.”

E-mail Steve Mraz at: mrazs@mail.estripes.osd.mil




PAGE 4

- STARS AND STRIPES

March 16, 2005

B2K to judge talent show

The teen R&B group B2K will be
judging students from Gen. H.H. Ar-
nold High School in a talent show at the
Taunus Theater on Hainerberg Casern
at 1:30 p.m. Apnl7

Admission is $3 and all proceeds will
20 to the high school.

B2K group members Omarion,
J-Boog, Raz B and Lil Fizz, known for
their hit “Bump, Bump, Bump” featur-
ing P. Diddy, will be at the Hainerberg
post exchange to sign autographs from
4:30 t0 6 p.m.

During that time fans can buy CDs
and tickets to B2K’s April 16 concert in
Mainz .

Memorial service set

DARMSTADT, Germany — A memo-
rial service will be held April 9 for a De-
partment of Defense Dependents
Schools retiree who died Sunday.
Mary Jane “M.J.” Schneider, 57, who

taught at Darmstadt
School for 29 years, died of cancer at a
German hospital.

Schneider is remembered for her
work in promoting the German immer-
sion program in which pupils are
taught all subjects in German. She re-
tired in September, but had been ill for
awhile.

Sheis survlved by her husband, Mar-
tin Meijse!

The memurial service will be held at
the elementary school at time to be de-
termined.

For details and donation information,
call Russ Claus, school principal, at
06151-951-6410.

USAF crew saves fisherman

A crew from the Air Force’s 85th
Group rescued an Icelandic fisherman
Thursday after the man suffered seri-
ous injuries aboard his vessel about 20
miles off Iceland’s west coast.

The airmen assigned to the 56th Res-
cue Squadron at Naval Air Station Ke-
flavik, Iceland, plucked the man from
his boat after being notified of his situa-
tion by the Icelandic Coast Guard, ac-
cording to the base public affairs office.

The fisherman had severed his left
leg with a fishing line.

Once notified, the S6th RQS
launched a HH-60G Pave Hawk heli-
copter with medical and rescue person-
nel. The helicopter reached the fisher-
man’s vessel, the Hauker, within 25
minutes.

‘Two pararescue personnel were low-
ered to the Hauker to stabilize the in-
jured man and hoist him to the helicop-
ter. The man was transferred to a civil-
ian hospital in Reykjavik, where he is
being treated for his injuries.

The 56th RQS uses the only perma-
nently based Air Force aircraft at NAS
Keflavik to perform rescue, combat res-
cue and reaction force response servic-
es for the 85th Group, the base and the
government of Iceland.

N. Korea denounces drill

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea
on Tuesday denounced joint military
drills planned this week by the United
States and South Korea as preparations
for an invasion of the North. It said it
would beef up its nuclear arsenal to
deter such an attack.

The U.S.-South Korean exercises,
which are scheduled to start Saturday,
come amid a standoff over the commu-
nist North’s nuclear weapons program.

The United States and its allies have
urged Pyongyang to give up its nuclear
ambitions and return to stalled interna-
tional nuclear talks. The North said on
Feb. 10 that it would boycott the negoti-
ations and claimed it had nuclear weap-
ons, escalating tension in the
two-year-old crisis.

From staff and wire reports

Members of a hazardous material team walk from the Pentagon on Monday after after test results detected the presence of chemical or
biological agents at the Pentagon’s mail delivery building. Officials shut down the facility, which is in a separate building on the northwest
side of the Pentagon grounds. Another nearby facility that handles mail for the Pentagon also was shut down.

Anthrax suspected at Pentagon

Tests detected presence in mailrooms at headquarters, nearby facility

BY JOHN J. LUMPKIN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Another postal facility
was closed Tuesday as concern spread over
the detection of anthrax in two pieces of
mail at military mailrooms. Hundreds of
workers were offered antibiotics as a pre-
caution, though no unusual health problems
were reported.

Officials said the mail in question had
been irradiated, so any anthrax in them was
inert when they triggered alarms at the Pen-
tagon mail facility and another nearby facili-
ty that handles military mail.

Environmental testing was being conduct-
ed on the two military mail facilities and on
a third postal facility in the District of Co-
lumbia, which was closed Tuesday because
it may have handled the mail that went to
the two military mailrooms.

Antibiotics were offered to some 200
workers at the D.C. facility and to workers
at the military mailrooms. Hospitals were
told to be on the lookout for symptoms like
respiratory problems, rashes or flu-like
symptoms that could signal exposure to an-
thrax, which can be used as a biological
weapon.

“This is a prudent course of action. I don’t
think there’s cause for alarm or panic or
undue worry,” said Dr. Gregg Pane, direc-
tor of the city’s Department of Health.
“We've also mobilized our strategic nation-
al stockpile so we have enough antibiotics
available should the need arise.”

At the White House, spokesman Scott Mc-
Clellan said President Bush was told of the
developments. “The initial testing came
back positive. There was some additional
testing that was done and it was inconclu-
sive,” McClellan said. “We’re still waiting
on more definitive results.”

Also on Tuesday, a hazardous materials
team was called to a building occupied by
the Internal Revenue Service after a report
of a powdery substance found in a letter.
S officials said in a statement later that
nitial tests were negative for chemical or
biological substances.”

At the Pentagon, officials on Tuesday cor-
rected inaccurate information about when
mailroom sensors were triggered over the
possible presence of anthrax.

Spokesman Glenn Flood said the mail
that tested positive for anthrax passed

through the Pentagon’s mail handling facili-
ty on Thursday, not Monday, as he previous-
ly said. The test results on the mail did not
come back until Monday.

Anthrax was confirmed in two items of
mail at the two military mail facilities. The
Pentagon’s mail delivery site, which is sepa-
rate from the main Pentagon building, was
evacuated and shut down Monday. It re-
mained closed, along with a nearby satellite
facility in Fairfax County, V:

Officials disclosed no mformatlon about
the origins of the two pieces of mail.

Follow-up tests were being conducted at
the U.S. Army Research Institute for Infec-
tious Diseases at Fort Detrick, Md., officials
said. They would take two to three days to
complete.

Anthrax can be spread through the air or
by skin contact.

Officials noted that sometimes anthrax
sensors can give false-positive results.

In October 2001, someone sent anthrax in
letters through the mail to media and gov-
ernment offices in Washington, Florida and
elsewhere, raising fears of bioterrorism.

Five people died and 17 more sickened.
Those cases have never been solved.

$371,300 bid for alleged 9/11 Pentagon flag

May 2002, Nicholson

Owner auctioned flag online to raise money for cancer treatment o 5% fn honss o on

The Associated Press

RICHMOND, Va.— An Amer-
ican flag said to have been hang-
ing from a construction crane at
the Pentagon during the Sept.
11 terrorist attack received a
final bid of $371,300 on eBay
Monday, but the cancer patient
auctioning it said it could have
‘brought more money.

David Nicholson, 44 of Or-
ange, Va., auchoned the flag to
raise money for highly special-
ized treatment for his kidney
cancer. But he said the construc-
tion company Lhal gave him the
flag

“With this cancer, I don’t
need nothing else right now,”
Nicholson said Monday evening,
referring to Maryland-based
Facchina Construction Co.’s
claims it did not have a crane at
the Pentagon on Sept. 1

As part of the auction, Nlchol-
son was giving a letter of authen-
ticity signed by a site supervisor
with Facchina Construction.

During the auction, an attor-
ney for Facchina sent a letter to
eBay stating that it did not have
a crane on site Sept. 11 it did
not issue a authen-

continue after Nicholson faxed
eBay a copy of the letter.
Nicholson said he believes
Facchina is doing some damage
control after losing track of the

“They got a lot of heat and to
save face, that's what they did,”
Nicholson said.

Shawn Peacher, who coordi-
nated Nicholson’s auction, said
the company was covering up
“for essentially throwing away
this piece of history.”

A call to Facchina’s attorney
was not returned.

dunng the 10- day online auc-
tion, bringing down its final
price.

ticity and did not authome any
certificate.

The auction was allowed to

said he hoped the
high bidder, Todd Schimmel, of
Mound, Minn, would go
through with the purchase.

ange where he found the flag
tucked away among several
boxes of debris from a Pentagon
site under construction when
the terrorist attack occurred.
The flag was featured on sever-
al major news networks.

He received offers from
around the world to buy the
flag, including one of more than
$100,000, but instead framed it
and loaned it to several colleges,
schools, fire departments and
museums around the country.

‘When he learned he had an ag-
gressive form of kidney cancer
Nicholson decided to sell the
flag to defray medical costs.

“I've got to do what I've got to
do,” Nicholson said. “Maybe
that's why I found the flag.”
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SETAF assumes
command of
Afghan mission

BY KENT HARRIS
Stars and Stripes

BAGRAM AIR BASE, Afghani-
stan — The lightning bolt has
given way to the lion.

The Southern European Task
Force (Airborne) took over au-
thority of Combined/Joint Task
Force-76 from the 25th Infantry
Division in a ceremony Tuesday.

SETAF, whose patches feature
St. Mark’s lion, becomes the first
nondivision size element to run the

The Combined;Joint Task
Force-76 color guard are shown
during the transfer of authority
ceremony at Bagram Air Base,
Afghanistan.

mission in Afghanistan since the
United States forced out the ruling
Taliban government following the
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

“This is the most well-prepared
group of soldiers that I have ever
handed a mission over to in my 32
years in the United States Army,”
said Maj. Gen. Eric Olson, the
25th ID commander. He and his
headquarters staff boarded a mili-
tary transport plane after the cer-
emony and returned to Hawaii.

Maj. Gen. Jason Kamiya, the
SETAF commander, will lead a
force of about 18,000 troops — an-
chored by thousands of airborne
soldiers from the 173rd Airborne
Brigade and the 1st Brigade, 82nd
Airborne Division. But a host of
other active and reserve elements
from the Army, Marines, Air
Force, Navy and coalition part-
ners will fall under the command.

It’s not the first time SETAF
has led a joint task force in a
peacekeeping operation in a coun-
try torn by years of fighting. In
2003, it headed a joint operation
about a third of the size of the
force in Afghanistan force to help
bring peace to Liberia.

Kamiya said his troops are pre-
pared to carry on the tasks the
25th ID and those before them
began. “We are well-trained,
well-resourced and are ready for
the challenges ahead,” he said.

Many elements of the 2Sth’s
task force still are in country and
will remain until they’ve shown
their replacements the ropes. The
1st Battalion, S08th Infantry Regi-
ment, a part of the SETAF force
in Vicenza, Ttaly, already is on the
ground and

PHOTOS BY MICHAEL ABRAMS/Siars and Stripes

At Tuesday’s transfer of authority ceremony at Bagram Air Base, new Combined/Joint Task Force-76
commander Maj. Gen. Jason Knmlya, left, makes his first speech as commander. Lt. Gen. David Barno,

Forces
commander, listen.

Several hundred soldiers and
Marines, some leaving and some
newly arrived, watched the cere-
mony in the base‘s medevac han-
gar. Also in attendance: represen-
tatives from about a dozen coali-
tion countries, ambassadors from
the United States and Canada,
Secretary of the Army Francis
Harvey, Afghan government offi-
cials and Lt. Gen. David Barno,
the top American commander in
country.

Barno praised the efforts of
Olson and the 25th during their
year of operations.

‘Among the highlights he listed:
“a stunningly successful Afghan
election,” that produced Presi-
dent Hamid Karzai, the capture
or death of dozens of Taliban lead-
ers and the expansion of provin-
cial reconstruction teams from
four to 19 across the country.

Olson asked for a moment of si-
lence for the more than 20 troops
in the task force killed in the last
year. An Air Force B-1 bomber
capped the ceremony, flying by
well under the clouds that doused
the base with rain. The country’s
seven-year drought appears to be
over. But the mission has just
begun for SETAF.

opera:
tions. But many other elemenls
won’t arrive for weeks.

E-mail Kent Harris at:
: e i

, center, and Maj. Gen. Eric Olson, outgoing CITF-76

Army secretary: No plans
to alter number of troops

BAGRAM AIR BASE, Afghanistan — The Army’s civilian leader
made his first visit Tuesday to a country where thousands of sol-
diers have fought the war on terror the last four years.

Secretary of the Army Francis Harvey, who took office on Nov.
19, said he was visiting to see the troops in theater and talk with
local commanders to make sure they had what they needed.

Asked about troop levels in Afghanistan and Iraq, he seemed to in-
dicate that no immediate changes were planned.

“There’s not a timetable on troops in either theater,” he said. “It
depends on conditions.”

Harvey spoke to a small group of reporters just after Lt. Gen.
David Barno, the top U.S. commander in Afghanistan, had an-
swered a few questions.

Barno, expected to give up his command early next month, said
coalition forces had achieved “many successes across the board” in
the last year.

He said there were fewer attacks on coalition forces in February
than in any other month in the last two years. He said he expects
that to change somewhat in April and May as the weather improves,
allowing anti-coalition forces more mobility.

Asked about the possibility of permanent American bases in coun-
try, Barno pointed to remarks that Afghan President Hamid Karzai
made during his election campaign about wanting a longterm rela-
tionship with the United States.

He said such issues would not be decided by the U.S. military in
any case, but by the respective governments of both countries.

— Kent Harris

Maj. Gen. Kamiya vows progress in Afghanistan

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM

The Associated Press

Kamiya, new leader of U.S.-led coalition,

hended him,” Barno said of the al-Qaida
leader, who some analysts suspect may be
hiding near the rugged border with Paki-

BAGRAM, Afghanistan — The new oper-
ational commander of U.S. forces in Af-
ghanistan promised Tuesday to protect the
country’s parliamentary elections in the
fall and played down the unsuccessful hunt
for Osama bin Laden and other top
al-Qaida and Taliban leaders.

Maj. Gen. Jason Kamiya took command
of the 18,000-strong U.S.-led coalition in Af-
ghanistan as American troops based in Eu-
rope rotate into the country ahead of parlia-
mentary elections expected in September.

“We will continue to focus our energy,
No. 1, on supporting the government of Af-
ghanistan’s vision,” Kamiya told reporters
at Bagram Air Base, north of Kabul. “We
have the election coming up ... and that will
be one of our major focuses.”

Afghanistan last year passed a new con-

puts emphasis on elections, not bin Laden

stitution and held a landmark presidential
election won in a landslide by Hamid
Karzai despite threats from Taliban mili-
tants to disrupt the ballot.

Us. say their

“Instead, it should be focused on increas-
ing the capacity, increasing the reach of
the Afghan central government.”

Kamiya, the commander of the Vicenza,

helped prevent attacks on the vote. Since
then, troops increasingly have focused on
supporting local officials and encouraging
reconstruction in former Taliban strong-
holds.

However, fugitives such as bin Laden
and Taliban chief Mullah Omar remain at
large, as hundreds of militants still mount
ambushes and bombings on Afghan and
foreign troops.

“The success of this mission should not
be predicated upon the amount of fugitives
or threat groups we remove,” Kamiya said.

Italy-based Southern European Task
Force (Airborne), took over from Maj.
Gen. Eric Olson of the Hawaii-based 25th
Infantry Division at a ceremony in an air-
craft hangar that also was attended by the
overall U.S. commander in Afghanistan,
Lt. Gen. David Barno.

Barno told a news conference that the
hunt for bin Laden and other militant lead-
ers would continue, but he acknowledged
that the trail remained cold.

“We don’t know where he is. If we had a
good definition we’d obviously have appre-

stan.

“We will be successful eventually, but it
is a very, very difficult challenge given the
immensity of the territory involved, the
mountainous terrain, the tough weather.”

Barno, who also is expected to leave Af-
ghanistan soon, suggested that the insur-
gency maintained by Taliban-led militants
was losing steam. The Afghan and Ameri-
can governments would decide whether
U.S. military bases such as Bagram, which
is being equipped with a new runway,
would become permanent, Barno said, but
he added that it was too early to say when
U.S. troop levels might fall.

“We'll be assessing that as the security
situation changes, as it gets better potential-
ly, as the Afghan national army and police
continue to grow and be more effective,”
he said.
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Dehbate aside, women know combat roles

Iraq, earned a Bronze Star for her actions last August during an
ambush in northwest Baghdad.

PHOTOS BY VINCE I.Ilavs and Stripes
Army Capt, Tristan Vasquez, 25, of Cody, Wyo., a platoon leader for
the 127th Military Police Company at Forward Operating Base Falcon,

BY VINCE LITTLE
Stars and Stripes

FORWARD OPERATING BASE FALCON, Iraq
— Army Capt. Tristan Vasquez of the 127th Military
Police Company isn’t too fazed by the debate over
what roles women should play in combat.

The 25-year-old officer from Cody, Wyo., already
has a Bronze Star Medal on her résumé for valor
under fire during an ambush in northwest Baghdad
last August. Just days later, she helped repel an in-
surgent attack on the Al-Shoula Iraqi Police Station,
which brought an additional commendation.

“We joke around all the time and say there are no
women in combat,” she said. “That’s all right,
though. We know what we do.”

Vasquez, a platoon leader for the Hanau, Germany-
based unit that functions in Iraq under the 2nd Bri-
gade Combat Team of the 10th Mountain Division,
is among several women who fill vital roles within
the company as it patrols Baghdad. It might not be
classified as combat, but for the last 11 months,
‘women certainly worked on the front lines.

“They say it's an asymmetrical battlefield,” said
Capt. Kevin Hanrahan, of Whitman, Mass., the
127th Military Police Company commander.
“Women are not supposed to be in combat. The fact
of the matter is, they are in combat.”

Sitting in the rear Humvee of a three-vehicle con-
voy that day in August, Vasquez said they were head-
ed to the Al-Gazzilia Iraqi Police Station — one of 19
the company monitors — when her driver noticed
something odd.

“My driver, she goes, ‘There’s no cars on the
road,” ” Vasquez said. “That’s when we had an RPG
land in the lead vehicle and another go underneath
the middle vehicle. One struck my window right
where my head is. Another went over the back
hatch.

“I'm very thankful for our armored vehicle. It
saved my life, saved my driver’s life and probably
saved my gunner from either death or dismember-
ment.”

Age-old military woe gets modern twist
when both spouses are servingin Iraq

FORWARD OPERATING BASE FALCON, Iraq — Three
female Army officers in the 127th Military Police Company

symbolize the struggles and sacrifices of dual-military cou-
Ples around the globe in the U.S. led war on terrorism.

Except for a few weeks here and there, Capt. Tristan Vasqu-
ez, 1st Lt. Amy Clements and 1st Lt. Sara
Skinner have essentially been separated
from their husbands — all infantrymen as-
signed to the 1st Armored Division at Fried-
berg, Germany — for roughly two years.

“People are making sacrifices that no
one ever sees,” said Capt. Kevin Hanrah-
an, the 127th Military Police Company
commander. “Not only are they taking
part in combat, they’re altering their lives
by being separated from their husbands.
These are true American patriots.”

Skinner and her husband, 1st Lt. Bruce
Skinner, both graduates of the U.S. Mili-
tary Academy at West Point in 2002, were
in Iraq at the same time from June 2003 to
March 2004 and found ways to visit each
other.

“We had about two months together in
Germany before I came back here in Sep-
tember,” she said. “That’s the only two
months we've lived together in our mar-
riage.

“But that's pretty normal right now.
Lots of military couples are going through

the same thing. A lot of people think it’s im- her husband, Adam, also a first
possible.” lieutenant, for about four months

Married in March 2003 around the start of the Iraq war,
Vasquez and husband, Jose, a first lieutenant, spent about two
weeks together before he was sent to Camp Casey, South
Korea. After military police training, she went to Hanau, Ger-
many.

Their paths crossed briefly last year
during the 1st Armored Division’s
three-month extension in Iraq.

“It’s commg up on our two-year anniver-
sary, and we've lived together for abcut
two months and three weeks tof
Tristan Vasquez said. “The rest we’ ve
given to the

Both are slated for a return to Iraq with-
in the next year, and they’ve opted to stick
with the military for the long haul.

“There’s a better chance I'll see my hus-
band here in Iraq than if I stay in Germa-
M ny,” she added. “T'll take the chance.”

Clements and her husband, Adam, also
a first lieutenant, both graduated from
West Point in 2002. Both assigned to differ-
ent bases in Germany, they lived together
for about four months before he deployed
to Iraq.

“Every time we see each other, it's like
a honeymoon. I think we're on our
eighth,” she said.

Army 1stLt. Amy Clements lived with But given the U.S. military’s current cli-

mate, the three women certainly don’t con-
sider themselves unique.
“The three of us are not the only ones in

Skinner points to soldiers during World before he deployed to Iraq. dual-military marriages,” Clements said.

War II, who often endured years of separa-
tion from spouses.

“We have it a lot better than them. We've got e-mail,
phones, regular mail,” she added. “Our living conditions are a
lot better. Generations before us had it a lot worse and they
made it through.”

“There are a lot of them out there, and
they all face these same struggles and hardships.
“You just have to keep working for the times you do get to
spend together.”
— Vince Little

Female soldiers face same stresses as male troops

Under constant gunfire in the 140-degree heat,
Vasquez and others fought for nearly 90 minutes.
They treated wounded soldiers and worked to save a
gunner trapped under a flipped Humvee. They ulti-
mately freed him, but he later died from his injuries.

Six members of Vasquez's platoon earned com-
mendations with valor.

“It was so hot you literally had to stop fighting to
drink water,” she said. “It's amazing what soldiers
can do. They're incredible individuals. We put them
under so many different kinds of stresses. They do
an amazing job.”

First Lt. Sara Skinner, 27, of Vassar, Mich., anoth-
er platoon leader, who's on her second tour of Iraq,
received the Purple Heart after sustaining shrapnel
‘wounds to her neck and right arm from a mortar at-
tack in early November.

“It went right through my combat patch,” Skinner
said. “It was not really anything serious. I've seen so
many people seriously injured that I feel a little
weird about getting the Purple Heart.”

“When soldiers go through something like that,
it’s usually best to put them right back to work,” she
said. “You don’t want them to dwell on things. If
they take time off, they’ll become more afraid to go
back out; [it] gives them too much time to think.”

First Lt. Amy Clements, 24, of Littleton, Colo., the
company’s executive officer, faced similar perils as
a platoon leader during the first stage of the unit’s
deployment. Each time they ventured outside the
wire, threats loomed from possible sniper attacks,
roadside bombs, ambushes, vehicle bombs and sui-
cide bombers.

“I faced the same thing they [male soldiers] did
for five to six days a week,” she said. “You witness a
Iot of scary stuff you never want to see again. You
hope nobody else has to face it, either.

“As a platoon leader, part of the burden you carry
is trying to protect your soldiers — especially the
younger ones — from seeing things like dead bodies.
They are dramatic images. Stuff like that sticks with
you, even the more senior soldiers. Eventually, it
starts to get to everybody.”

E-mail Vince Little at: littlev@pstripes.osd.mil

&k / faced the same
thing they
[male soldiers]
did for five to
six days a
week. You
Clements witness a lot of
scary stuff you
never want to see again.y

1st Lt. Amy Clements
127th Military Police Company

&k We joke around
all the time
and say there
are no women
in combat.
That’s all
right, though.
We know what
we do. 7

Capt. Tristan Vasquez
127th Military Police Company
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5 killed in 3 car hombings across Baghdad

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Three car
bombs exploded in Baghdad, kill-
ing at least five people, police
said, as Kurdish and Shiite lead-
ers agreed to convene Iraq’s new
parliament on Wednesday, de-
spite their apparent failure to
iron out some wrinkles in their
deal to form a coalition govern-
ment.

A US. soldier was killed by a
car bomb in Baghdad and anoth-

er six were wounded, but the mili-
tary did not say if it was one of the
three attacks reported by Iraqi po-
lice and eyewitnesses — one of
which had targeted an American
military convoy.

The car bomb targeting a U.S.
military convoy exploded on a
road about 500 yards from the
main avenue leading to Bagh-
dad’s international airport, police
Capt. Thamir Talib said.

Four civilians were killed and
seven were wounded, including

two police officers, he said. The
explosion took place in the Amel
neighborhood about six miles
from the airport.

In a report unconfirmed by
U.S. officials, witnesses said some
U.S. troops also were wounded.
When U.S. forces arrived on the
scene to evacuate them, another
car bomb exploded, wounding
more troops. One Humvee was de-
stroyed and two civilian cars
were in flames, witnesses said.

AUS. military spokesman said
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he was checking into the report,
but never replied.

Another suicide car bomb ex-
ploded in northeastern Baghdad,
killing one child and wounding at
least four people, including a po-
lice officer, police Col. Muhanad
Sadoun said. The bomber was try-
ing to hit a traffic police patrol but
crashed into a tree, Sadoun said.

Separately, a U.S. Marine with
the 1st Marine Expeditionary
Force died Monday in Anbar, a
troubled province that has been a

in
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www.clearproducisinc.com

hotbed of guerrilla activity and in-
cludes the cities of Fallujah, Ra-
madi and Qaim, officials said
Tuesday.

Also on Tuesday, Shiite offi-
cials said they failed to reach
final agreement in talks with both
the Kurds and the country’s
Sunni Arab community. But those
failures were not enough to pre-
vent the 275-member National As-
sembly from convening.

Talks with Sunni Arabs focused
on naming a parliament speaker
for the 275-member National As-
sembly that is to convene for the
first time since Jan. 30 elections.
It remained unclear if they would
present a candidate Wednesday.

“The Kurds want to make some
amendments on the deal and we
are going to finish soon, Thursday
to be exact. We do not want to im-
pose any name from our side re-
garding the post of the parliament
speaker. We want the Sunnis to
nominate some persons for this
post, but till now they have not
done this,” alliance member Ali
al-Dabagh told The Associated
Press after talks with Sunni lead-
ers.

U.S. deaths
in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Monday, at least 1,514
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning
of the Iraq war in March 2003,
according to an Associated
Press count. At least 1,155
died as a result of hostile ac-
tion, according to the Defense
Department.

The figures include four mili-
tary civilians.

The AP count is four higher
than the Defense Depart-
ment’s tally, last updated at 10
am. EST Monday.

The British military has re-
ported 86 deaths; Italy, 20;
Ukraine, 18; Poland, 17; Spain,
11; Bulgaria, eight; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and
the Netherlands, two each; and
Denmark, El Salvador, Hunga-
ry, Kazakhstan and Latvia one
death each.

The latest deaths reported
by the military:

WA soldier was killed by
small-arms fire Friday in
Mosul.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

B Army Spe. Nicholas E. Wil-
son, 21, Glendale, Ariz; died
Friday in a vehicle accident in
Ramadi; assigned to the 1st
Battalion, 9th Infantry Regi-
ment, 2nd Brigade Combat
Team, 2nd Infantry Division,
Camp Casey, South Korea.

B Army Staff Sgt. Donald D.
Griffith, Jr., 29, Mechanics-
ville, Iowa; was killed Friday
in Tal Afar; assigned to the
2nd Squadron, 14th Cavalry
Regiment, Fort Lewis, Wash.
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GAO: U.S. exaggerates number of trained Iraqis

BY MARK MAZZETTI

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — U.S. commanders
and Bush administration officials are over-
stating the number of Iraqi security forces
on duty, pmvldmg an inaccurate picture of
the training mission that is the U.S. mili-
tary’s “exit strategy” in Iraq, a government
audit agency reported Monday.

The Pentagon in its latest figures said
142,000 Iragis had been trained as police
and soldiers. But the Government Account-
ability Office said that figure included tens
of thousands of Iraqi policemen who left

Italy sets withdrawal

ROME — Premier Silvio Ber-
lusconi said Tuesday that Italy
will start withdrawing its 3,000
troops in Iraq in September, Ital-
ian news agencies reported.

Withdrawing Italian troops

“will depend on the capability of
the Iragi government to give it-
self structures for acceptable se-
curity,” the SA news agency
quoted Berlusconi as saying.

Bulgaria pullout

SOFIA, Bulgaria — President
Georgi Parvanov called Tuesday
for a partial withdrawal of the
country’s troops from Iraq, but in-
sisted that as a coalition partner
Bulgarian troops should remain
there until the end of the year.

Parvanov made his remarks a
week after a Bulgarian soldier
was killed by U.S. troops in Iraq,
and he acknowledged that the in-
cident had renewed public de-
bate about a possible withdrawal.

Gl awaits verdict

FORT HOOD, Texas — An
Army lieutenant laughed when
soldiers under his command
threw an Iraqi civilian into the Ti-
gris River, saying they had a bet
with another platoon over who
would do that first, a former sol-
dier testified Tuesday at the offic-
er’s assault tri

A military, ]udge began deliber-
ating the charge against Lt. Jack
Saville after the one-hour
court-martial.

Saville, who pleaded guilty
Monday to charges involving two
other Iragis, did not give the
order to throw the civilian into
the river that day in December
2003 near Balad, but he knew his
platoon sergeant had ordered the
soldiers to detain a random Iragi,
former soldier Terry Bowman tes-
tified. The Iraqi survived.

Captain tried for abuse

FORT CARSON, Colorado —
The trial of aU.S. soldier accused
of assaulting Iraqi civilians began
with a witness testifying the offic-
er saw himself as a “sheik” or a
“king” of the Iraqi desert town
under his supervision.

Capt. Shawn L. Martin faces
eight counts of assault and one
count each of obstruction of jus-
tice and conduct unbecoming of
an officer. Lt. Joseph Heyman tes-
tified Monday that after an Army
vehicle was damaged by a bomb,
he saw Martin point a gun at the
head of an Iragi detainee and
shout, “What do you know about
this? I you don 't tell me, I swear
Tl kill yor

From The Associated Press

their jobs with no explanation.

‘The GAO also said the State Department
six months ago ceased providing govern-
ment auditors with information about the
number of Iraqi troops issued flak vests,
‘weapons and communications equipment.

The unreliability of the data coming
from Baghdad makes it difficult to provide
an accurate accounting of the billions of
dollars the U.S. government is spending to
train and equip Irag’s army and police
force, a GAO official told a congressional
committee Monday.

“Without reliable i Congress

may find it difficult to judge how federal
funds are achieving the goal of transfer-
ring security responsibilities to the Iraqis,”
Joseph A. Christoff, the GAO’s director of
international affairs and trade, told the
House Government Reform subcommittee
on international relations.

Although the Defense Department has
conducted several internal evaluations of
the U.S. training mission in Iraq, the GAO
is the first government agency to challenge
as inflated the figures the Pentagon uses to
chart the progress of Iragi troops.
the GAO criticized the Pen-
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tagon’s decision to include in its totals of
trained and equipped Iraqi troops “tens of
thousands” of police officers absent with-
out leave. The most recent Pentagon fig-
ures show nearly 82,000 Iragis have gone
through U.S. police training.

“If you are reporting AWOLSs in your
numbers, 1 think there’s some inaccuracy
in your reporting,” Christoff said after the
hearing.

The progress of the training mission has
become a politically charged issue, with
Democrats in Congress charging that the
Bush administration is misrepresenting
the number of trained Iragis at work.
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IN THE STATES

WorldCom’s Ebbers convicted of accounting fraud

BY ERIN MCCLAM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Bernard
Ebbers, who built WorldCom
from a humble Mississippi

long-distance firm into a telecom-
munications titan, was convicted

Tuesday of engineering the colos-
sal accounting fraud that sank the
company.

A federal jury in Manhattan de-
liberated eight days before re-
turning guilty verdicts on one
count of conspiracy, one count of
securities fraud and seven counts

of false regulatory filings —
crimes carrying up to 85 years in
prison.

‘When the verdict was read,
Ebbers’ face reddened. His wife,
Christie, and other family mem-
bers broke into tears.

Sentencing was set for June 13.
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The conviction comes more
than two years after an internal
auditor began asking questions
about curious accounting at
WorldCom, touching off a scan-
dal that eventually unearthed $11
billion in cooked books.

Prosecution testimony at the
six-week trial portrayed Ebbers,
63, as obsessed with keeping
WorldCom’s

by his shares
in the compa-
ny.

Ebbers
himself took
the witness stand late in the trial,
insisting that he was unfamiliar
with the details of accounting and
knew nothing about the fraud tak-
ing place on his watch.

The star witness against him
was Scott Sullivan, the former fi-
nance chief, who claimed Ebbers
repeatedly ordered him to “hit
our numbers” —a command, Sul-
livan said, to falsify the books to
meet Wall Street expectations.

Sullivan, who himself has plead-
ed guilty to fraud, admitted to es-

bbers

sentially ~masterminding  the
fraud — but said he did it on the
clear instructions of Ebbers, who
ignored his repeated pleas that
the adjustments were wrong.

With the entire telecom indus-
try suffering a dot-com hangover,
the fraud was driven by soaring
“line costs” — the fees WorldCom
paid to smaller local telephone
carriers to use their networks.

secutors said the fraud
stretched from late 2000 until
early 2002, sometimes amounting
to nearly $1 billion per quarter in
hidden expenses and improperly
recognized revenue.

Pressure from the loans, the
money he stood to lose and
power of the CEO’s job combined
to form a “perfect storm of cor-
ruption” that drove Ebbers to
commit fraud, prosecutor Will-
iam Johnson said in his closing ar-
gument.

“He was WorldCom, and World-
Com was Ebbers,” the prosecutor
told jurors. “He built the compa-
ny. He ran it. Of course he direct-
ed this fraud.”

Ebbers gambled by taking the
witness stand. He directly disput-
ed the testimony of Sullivan, say-
ing he became aware of the fraud
only in the summer of 2002, after
he was asked to leave WorldCom.

“He’s never told me he made
an entry that wasn't right”
Ebbers said of Sullivan. “If he
had, we wouldn’t be here today.”
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Jackson accuser:
Taunts led to lies

Classmates’ acts forced denials

Supporters of gay marriage march down Market Street in San Francisco on Monday.

Gay marriage ruling foreshadows
constitutional fight in California

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — A judge
has opened the way for California
to follow Massachusetts in allow-
ing same-sex couples to tie the
knot, but both sides in the debate
predicted a vigorous court fight
first.

San Francisco County Superior
Court Judge Richard Kramer
ruled Monday that while withhold-
ing marriage licenses from gays

and lesbians has been the status
quo, it constitutes discrimination
the state can no longer justify.
“Simply put, same-sex marriage
cannot be prohibited solely be-
cause California has always done
so before,” Kramer wrote.
Ushering out a social norm long
considered sacred won’t happen
right away, however. Kramer’s de-
cision is stayed automatically for
60 days to allow time for appeals,
and conservative groups that op-

pose same-sex mamages vowed to
uphold Califory one
woman-one man mamage laws.
“For a single judge to rule there
is no conceivable purpose for pre-
serving marriage as one man and
one woman is mind-boggling,”
said Liberty Counsel President
Mathew Staver, whose group rep-
resents the Campaign for Califor-
nia Families, one of two organiza-
tions that joined the state’s attor-
ney general’s office in defending
California’s existing laws.

The Associated Press

SANTA MARIA, Calif. —
Michael Jackson’s accuser testi-
fied Tuesday that he told a school
administrator the singer didn’t
molest him because schoolmates
were “making fun of me” and he
wanted them to stop.

The 15-year-old boy offered the
testimony under questioning by
District Attorney Tom Sneddon
after Jackson attorney Thomas
Mesereau Jr. concluded his
lengthy cross-examination of the
witness.

It was revealed during the
cross-examination Monday that
the boy had told Jeffrey Alpert, a
dean at John Burroughs Middle
School in Los Angeles, that noth-
ing had happened to him during
stays at Jacksom’s Neverland
ranch.

The conversation was prompt-
by a TV documentary that
showed Jackson with the boy and
in which Jackson acknowledged
sharing his bed with children, al-
though he characterized the en-
counters as innocent and nonsexu-
al.

The boy testified that when he
returned from his last stay at Nev-
erland in March 2003, school-
‘mates made fun of him, saying he
had been “raped” by Jackson.

He said he got in several fights
as a result and had to talk to Alp-
ert, who asked him if he had been
molested.

“I told him that it didn’t hap-
pen,” the boy said. “All the kids
were already making fun of me at
the school and I didn’t want any-
one to think it had really hap-
pened.”

Atlanta courthouse shooting suspect appears before magistrate

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Surrounded by 19 officers
in a cinder-block jail room, the suspect in a
rampage that left a judge and three others
dead went before a magistrate Tuesday
and was informed that authorities plan to
charge him with murder.

Brian Nichols, his hands and ankles shack-
led, appeared before Cobb County Magis-
trate Judge Frank Cox on the same rape
charge for which he was on trial Friday
when he escaped from another courthouse.

Nichols spoke only once at the hearing,
when Cox asked him if he had any ques-
tions.

“Not at this time,” he said.

Officers lined the walls of the room dur-
ing Tuesday’s hearing.

Authorities said Nichols was alone with
a deputy Friday when he stole her gun and
then shot to death the judge presiding over
his rape case and two other people.

He also is accused of killing a federal

agent as he eluded police.

Security cameras had been rolling Fri-
day morning as Nichols — a former college
linebacker who had been found in court
earlier in the week with two homemade
knives in his shoes — overpowered deputy
Cynthia Hall as the 5-foot-tall officer es-
corted him to his rape trial. No one was
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AP photos
Above: Chrissie Hynde was induct-
ed into the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame as a member of The Pretend-
ers on Monday in New York. Right:
Bono and The Edge, as well as
Adam Clayton and Larry Mullen Jr.,
were inducted as members of U2.

‘The cream of the cake’

It’s a beautiful day for U2, Buddy Guy and others
as rock’s hall of fame welcomes newest members

BY NEKESA MUMBI MOODY
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Minutes after U2 was officially
bumped up to legendary status after a raucous, senti-
mental induction into the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame, the Irish quartet headed to the media room to
answer questions about their momentous honor.

But perhaps only a rock band fronted by Bono
would first be asked about everything but music.

“Bono! ... What about the Nobel Peace Prize?” one
reporter called out, querying as to whether Bono’s
mission to eradicate third-world debt would get him
the honor.

“Rock star is already having the cream of the
cake,” Bono replied.

Over U2’s 30-year journey from the streets of Dub-
lin to becoming one of the world’s most important
rock bands, there have often been times when Bono’s
charisma, his charitable and business efforts have
eclipsed hl.s collaborators and lifelong friends: U2’s
other members, guitarist The Edge, bassist Adam
Clayton and drummer Larry Mullen Jr.

But on Monday evening, if not always clear to oth-
ers, their rock peers recognized the collaborative

better equal a lot more than the sum of its parts — or
else you're just rubbing two sticks together.”

On a night when The Pretenders, The O'Jays,
Percy Sledge and blues legend Buddy Guy received
key to rock’s exclusive club, U2 was clearly the
evening’s star attraction.

But they were hardly the evening’s only highlight.

The 0’Jays are best know for their work with Philly
soul producers Kenny Gamble and Leon Huff. “Back
Stabbers” was a big hit in 1972, with “Love Train” and
“For the Love of Money” other well-known songs.

The Pretenders came from the same rock genera-
tion as U2. Ohio native Chrissie Hynde was a tough
but tender role model for women, singing “Brass in
Pocket,” “Precious” and “Back on the Chain Gang.”

“They went through all the heartache that rock 'n’
roll is built on — they lost two band members and
they never gave up,” said Neil Young, who inducted
the band and sat in for a ferocious performance of
“My City Was Gone.”

Guy dominated the Chicago blues guitar scene,
and he was ushered into the hall by some pretty de-
cent guitar players themselves — Eric Clapton and
ing. Later, both joined Guy onstage for a rol-
ing rendition of “Lét Me Love You Baby.”

achievements of perhaps the most
rock group in the past two decades.

“Ono, dos, tres, catorce,” said Bruce Springsteen,
quoting the Spanish countdown in U2’s recent hit
“Vertigo,” as he inducted the band into the hall o
fame with a loving, humorous tribute.

“The translation is one, two, three, fourteen. That
is the correct math for rock 'n’ roll. The whole had

Frank credited with creating the first
big rock 'n’ roll booking agency, and Sire Records
founder Seymour Stein were inducted in the nonper-
former category.

i industs and j
vote on the inductees. Hall of fame members are per-
manently enshrined in Cleveland’s Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame.

Clinton heads home
after minor surgery

BY DINO HAZELL
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Former Presi-
dent Clinton left the hospital after
minor surgery, saying he was
“very grateful” to his medical
team and “deeply” appreciated
the thousands of get-well messag-
es sent to him.

“I'm glad to be home and look
forward to getting back to work
within the next month or so,” Clin-
ton said in a statement issued
Monday by his spokesman, Jim
Kennedy.

The 42nd president’s recovery
was proceeding normally, and he
has begun walking each day,
Kennedy said. He is expected to
remain at home in Chappaqua,
about 40 miles north of Manhat-
tan, for the next four to six weeks.

Clinton underwent surgery last
week to remove scar tissue and
fluid around his left lung. His
medical problem developed after
his heart bypass surgery six
months ago.

Doctors described the opera-
tion as a low-risk procedure to re-
lieve a problem that crops up in
only a fraction of 1 percent of by-
pass cases. They said the combi-
nation of fluid and scar tissue had
reduced Clinton’s left lung capaci-
ty by 25 percent.

Surgeons removed a rind of
scar tissue nearly a third of an
inch thick in some places. The
doctors had said Clinton would be
hubplldllzed for three to 10 days;

he was released after four.

Nearly 10,000 people have sent
get-well messages to Clinton
through his foundation’s Web
site. “Get well soon so you can be
up and around to continue your
wonderful contributions to this
world!” said one.

Sen. Hillary Rodham Clinton
accompanied her husband to
their upstate home. A motorcade
of SUVs was seen leaving New
York-Presbyterian He tal/Co-
lumbia University Medical Cen-
ter shortly after S p.m.

FCC: ABC’s football
stunt wasn’t indecent

BY JUBE SHIVER JR.
Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON — Indecency
critics were thrown for a loss by
federal regulators Monday over
their complaints about ABC’s
racy “Monday Night Football”
skit in November featuring ac-
tress Nicollette Sheridan and foot-
ball star Terrell Owens.

The Federal C

time in two weeks that the FCC re-
jected viewer complaints of tele-
vised indecency.

On Feb. 28, lhe FCC ruled that
ABC’s telecast of Steven Spiel-
berg’s acclaimed World War II
movie, “Saving Private Ryan,”
did not violate government inde-
cency standards even though the
film contained graphic violence
and profanity. The FCC also dis-

Commission concluded “the epi-
sode is not sufficiently explicit or
graphic to be deemed indecent.”

The segment, aired before the
Philadelphia Eagles-Dallas Cow-
boys game, began with Eagles
wide receiver Owens in a locker
room with “Desperate House-
wives” star Sheridan dressed in
only a towel.

Sheridan coyly asked Owens to
skip the upcoming game. When
he declined, she dropped the
towel and was shown from be-
hind from the waist up.

Monday’s ruling was the fifth

missed against NBC’s
“Will and Grace,” Fox’s “Arrest-
ed Development” and WB’s
“Angel” drama.

The Traditional Values Coali-
tion in Anaheim, Calif, was
among the groups filing a co
plaint. The coalition declined to
comment.

Other groups that criticized the
“Monday Night Football” skit
said it was just the latest example
of the TV industry pushing too far
in lacing shows with sex, violence
and graphic language. They said
Monday that they were not sur-
prised by the FCC action.

Kwe

Mfume announces run for Md. Senate seat

BALTIMORE — Maryland’s U.S. Senate race still is 20 months

away. But the race is on.

On Monday, three days after Sen. Paul Sarbanes announced he

won’t seek a sixth term, former NAACP president Kweisi Mfume
launched a bid to take over the seat.

“Idon’t want to play games and say I'm going to
put a team together to look at this,” Mfume said at
a news conference. “I hope this early statement
says to people I'm very serious about this. I'm in
this for the long haul.”

If elected, Mfume would become the first black
U.S. senator in Maryland history and only the
sixth in U.S. history.

Mfume, a former five-term U.S. congressman
to enjoy the success he has | .}, stepneq down to become president of the
had in their lifeti My | NAACP, is the first in a potentially crowded field
mother told me b"‘"” she | of Democratic candidates to step forward and offi-
died ... if you've got any cially declare his intentions.
flowers, give 'em to me The 56-year-old Baltimore native and former
now, so | can smell 'em. So | radio talk show host waited for ally Sarbanes to decide whether to stay
y'all give this to me tonight, | or go. Sarbanes, 72, is the longest-serving senator in state history.

I can smell this, man!” From The Associated Press.

Legendary blues performer
Buddy Guy, center, stands
with B.B. King and Eric
Clapton after performing
during the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame induction
ceremony. Backstage, Guy
noted that few black blues
musicians have been able

Mfume
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AP

Bodyguards of Kosovo's president stand beside the damaged vehicle
carrying President Ibrahim Rugova after a failed assasination attempt in
Kosovo's capital, Pristina, on Tuesday.

Kosovo’s president
survives bombing

Ringleader of

U.S. Embassy

bombing plot gets 10 years

BY PIERRE-ANTOINE SOUCHARD
The Associated Press

PARIS — A French court on Tuesday gave the
maximum 10-year prison sentence to the ringleader
of an alleged plot to send a suicide bomber into the
U.S. Embassy in Paris. The court also sentenced
five other defendants in the case to prison terms of
between one and nine years.

The group’s ringleader, Djamel Beghal, 39, and
the others were convicted of “cnmmal association
in relation with a terrorist enterprise,” a broad accu-
sation commonly used in terrorism cases in France
that allowed for a maximum 10-year sentence.

The defendants all denied any connection to a ter-
ror plot, and Beghal testified that his confession of a
plan to send a suicide bomber into the U.S. Embassy
was obtained under torture after his July 2001 ar-
rest in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. He was extra-
dited to France two months later and retracted that
confession.

Lawyers for Beghal and Lamel Daoudi, the other
leading defendant, said they would file appeals.

The investigation opened Sept. 10, 2001 — a day
before the al-Qaida terror attacks on the World
Trade Center and the Pentagon.

No solid evidence of a plot was presented at the
trial, leaving the three judges to untangle a trail of

phone calls, meetings with suspect acquaintances
and trips.

Prosecutors claimed the plot was concocted in Af-
ghanistan with leading al-Qaida lieutenant Abu
Zubaydah, who was captured in March 2002. At his
trial, Beghal denied ever meeting the Saudi-born
Palestinian, said to be a link between Osama bin
Laden and many of al-Qaida’s operational cells.

In Dubai, Beghal supposedly told Dubai authori-
ties of a plot to target U.S. interests in France and
identified a Tunisian accomplice, former profession-
al soccer player Nizar Trabelsi, who was to enter the

'mbassy wearing a bomb

Beghal said the confession was extracted through
torture that he claimed included inserting instru-
ments such as knitting needles into his genitals.

Trabelsi was convicted in Belgium in September
2003 after admitting to plans to drive a car bomb
into a Belgian air base where U.S. nuclear weapons
are believed stored.

Daoudi, 30, received nine years in prison. Nabil
Bounour, ‘and Abdelkrim Lefkir, both 34, were given
six-year prison terms. Bounour, of Algerian origin,
was also forbidden to return to France once his sen”
tence was served.

Rachid Benmessahel received a three-year prison
term, while Johan Bonte, Beghal’s brother-in-law,
was sentenced to a year behind bars.

BY FISNIK ABRASHI
The Associated Press

PRISTINA, Serbia-Montenegro
— Kosovo President Ibrahim Rug-
ova survived an apparent assassi-
nation attempt Tuesday after a
bomb exploded as his convoy
passed through central Pristina.

At least one person was injured
by flying glass, police spokeswom-
an Sabrije Kamberi said. Rugova,
who was apparently unhurt, had
been heading to a nearby govern-
‘ment building for a meeting with
the European Union’s foreign poli-
cy chief, Javier Solana, when the
explosion occurred. No one has
claimed responsibility.

Rugova’s car was damaged, and
the president was seen being trans-
ferred to another car and being
driven away after the explosion.

“Thank God I survived again,
Rugova said, appearing calm be-
fore his meeting with Solana. “Un-
fortunately, there are still ele-
ments which want to destabilize
Kosovo.”

Last year, a hand grenade was
hurled at Rugova’s residence
from a passing vehicle. The gre-
nade exploded in the garden with-
out causing any injuries, and no
one was ever arrested in connec-
tion with the attack.

A police officer at the scene of
Tuesday’s explosion said on condi-
tion of anonymity that the blast ap-
peared to have been caused by a re-
mote-controlled explosive device.

The windows of nearby shops
were shattered and a small metal
garbage bin at the roadside, in
which the bomb apparently had
been placed, was shredded by the
blast.

NATO-led peacekeepers used a
robot to sift through other gar-
bage bins, checking for more pos-
sible bombs.

Last Friday, a small explosion
possibly caused by a hand gre-
nade occurred near the United
Nations’ headquarters in Kosovo,
injuring one person.

The top U.N. official in the prov-
ince, Soren Jessen-Petersen
“strongly condemned the explo-
sive attack against President Rug-
ova’s convoy.”

The attack on Rugova is “an un-
acceptable act of terrorism,” said
Terry Davis, chairman of the
Council of Europe, the continent’s
top human rights watchdog.

The ethnic Albanian Rugova, a
pacifist leader, was elected Koso-
vo’s president in 2002 and
re-elected last December.

G5 nations agree to share terror info

BY CIARAN GILES
The Associated Press

GRANADA, Spain — Interior
‘ministers from five major Europe-
an powers agreed Tuesday on
ways to speed the exchange of in-
formation on terror suspects,
monitor the Internet’s use by ter-
rorists and criminals and tip each
other off when weapons or explo-
sives are stolen.

At the sixth meeting of the in-
formal group set up in 2003, min-
isters from Britain, France, Ger-
many, Italy and Spain also agreed
to increase cooperation on the ex-
change of data on fingerprints,
DNA, criminal records, missing
people, unidentified bodies and
stolen vehicles.

“The objective is to make sure
that the police forces of the Group
of Five countries should have im-
mediate access to the information
that they need and which other
members possess,” the ministers
said in a statement wrapping up
their two-day meeting.

Spanish minister Jose Antonio

agreed to set up a network of contact groups to exchange information
on international terrorism.

Alonso said, “No country will be
able to refuse to give another one
any information required.”

Alonso said the exchange of in-
formation on terror suspects con-
cerned “people for which we
have a rational suspicion that

they were involved in terrorist ac-
tivities, people who have been
trained in al-Qaida camps and
people who need to be watched
very carefully.”

“We need to know who those
people are,” he said.

Abu Sayyaf among 28 dead in Philippine prison uprising

BY OLIVER TEVES
The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — The Philip-
pines braced for retaliatory attacks after
some of the country’s most hardened ter-
ror suspects were Killed in a failed prison
uprising that left 28 people dead, most of
them inmates killed in a barrage.

The dead included three leaders and a
fourth member of the al-Qaida-linked Abu
Sayyaf, a group notorious for deadly at-
tacks and ransom Kidnappings in which
hostages have been beheaded.

The crisis began with an Abu Sayyaf sus-

pect snatching a guard’s weapon and quick-
ly turned into a prolonged standoff with at
least 10 of the group’s top suspects leading
the rebellious inmates.

Three guards and 24 inmates died — 22
in Tuesday’s assault to take back the pris-
on. A police officer also was killed, his
body discovered under debris hours after
the operation ended.

Sweat-soaked police marksmen filed out
of the building after the assault to the ap-
plause of bystanders, escorting prisoners
stripped to their underwear and with
hands clasped behind their heads.

“The terrorists got what was coming to

them,” Ignacio Bunye, press secretary for
President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo, said
in a statement. “The crisis team gave them
all the chances to peacefully surrender.”

The raid began after authorities gave the
inmates a 15-minute deadline to surrender
— an ultimatum that came after hours of
fruitless negotiations. Six officers were
wounded in the assault, which saw some
detainees scale down walls inside the com-
pound as thick smoke billowed out.

The inmates had agreed to surrender
after their failed jailbreak Monday, but the
deal broke down when they demanded
food first, prompting civilian negotiators to

leave in frustration.

‘The bloody assault raised fears of retalia-
tory attacks. Even as Arroyo congratulated
police, an Abu Sayyaf leader warned of re-
percussions.

“To you people, you don't have to bring
the war to Mindanao,” Abu Sulaiman told
DZBB radio, referring to the Muslim home-
land in the south where the military has
launched offensives against militants. “We
will bring it right into your doorstep.”

The inmates had warned of bombings if
there was an assault on the jail. No one
doubted that the Abu Sayyaf has the means
and will power to carry them out.
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Two pedestrians
walk Sunday in front

of a poster with

a portrait of a top
‘war crimes suspect,
Gen. Ante Gotovina,
in Knin, Croatia.

If Gotovina is not
arrested by
Wednesday, the EU
has threatened

to postpone
membership talks
with Croatia.

AP

Members

hip in jeopardy

War crimes suspect may hinder Croatia’s talks with EU

BY EUGENE BRCIC
The Associated Press

PAKOSTANE, Croatia —
Nebojsa Perica is halfway
through peeling a portrait of a top
war crimes suspect from a street
pole when a gust of wind tears it
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free and sends him in a clumsy
dash to gather it up.

Efforts to remove signs of sup-
port for retired Gen. Ante Gotovi-
na in his southern, coastal home-
town have taken on an urgency
akin to that of the government’s
bid to capture him.

If Gotovina is not arrested and
surrendered to the UN war
crimes tribunal by Wednesday,
the European Union has threat-
ened it will postpone membership
negotiations with Croatia.

The government claims that it
cannot catch Gotovina as he is not
on Croat soil. Police said last
week that they have combed the
entire country, checking more
than 2000 people, homes and
other property without any clues
to his whereabouts.

Not everybody is convinced.

UN. Chief Prosecutor Carla
Del Ponte, who is reportedly fed
by foreign intelligence data, re-
cently claimed that Zagreb was re-
luctant to track down the former
French Legionnaire and that
“structures within the govern-
ment” have helped to shelter him.

The impasse has divided Europe
into two camps ahead of the deci-
sion on whether to open member-
ship talks as planned on Thursday.

A group led by Britain and
Scandinavian ~countries main-
tains that negotiations should be
delayed until Gotovina is caught.
The other side, led by Austria and
Croatia’s  neighbors, maintain
that talks should start as envi-
sioned as the country has done its
utmost to cooperate.

A single veto on Wednesday
will be enough to scuttle the
planned talks.
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Pakistan president:
Forces were close
to taking Bin Laden

The Associated Press

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan — Paki-
stani security forces came close
to capturing Osama bin Laden in
an operation about eight to 10
months ago, but the terror master-
mind eluded arrest and his trail
has since gone cold, Pakistan’s
president said Tuesday.

Though President Gen. Pervez
Musharraf did not say where the
operation took place, the com-
ment was the first official indica-
tion that bin Laden has recently
been in Pakistan. Intelligence offi-
cials have said they believe he is
hiding in the rugged mountains
that straddle the border with Af-
ghanistan.

“There was a time when the
dragnet had closed and we
thought we knew roughly the
area where he possibly could be,”
Musharraf said.

“That was, I think, some time
back ... maybe about eight to 10

months back,” he said, adding:
“But after that, this is such a
game, this intelligence, that they
escape. They can move and then
you lose contact.”

Musharraf and other Pakistani
leaders say the silence is a sign
they have destroyed al-Qaida’s
network here.

Pakistan is a key ally of the
United States in its war on terror.
Its security forces have captured
more than 700 terror suspects, in-
cluding some key al-Qaida opera-
tive.

Bin Laden was last seen in a
video released just before the
U.S. elections in November. The
video was dropped off at the Is-
lamabad office of the Arabic
news channel al-Jazeera, though
there was no indication from the
tape where Osama was when he
recorded it.

In the 18-minute videotape, bin
Laden threatened fresh attacks
on the United States.

An anti-American demonstrator wears a Lebanese flag around his face
while dancing around burning anti-American placards during a protest
near the U.S. Embassy in Aukar, Lebanon.

Protesters in Lebanon
march on U.S. Embassy

The Associated Press

BEIRUT, Lebanon — About
2,000 pro-Syria de-

They also reject a U.S.-spon-
sored U.N. Security Council reso-
lution demanding that Syria with-
draw and di militias, a ref-

nouncing what they said was
American interference in Leba-
non marched toward the U.S. Em-
bassy in a Beirut suburb Tues-
day, and scores of riot police and
soldiers used barbed wire to
block the approaches to the com-
pound.

The protesters, waving Leba-
nese flags and chanting, “Ambas-
sador get out! Leave my country
free!” stopped at the barbed wire
blocking the road about 500 yards
from the fortified hilltop com-
pound. The crowd did not try to
break through.

A day earlier, hundreds of thou-
sands of people gathered in the
capital in the largest anti-Syrian
protests yet since international
pressure on Damascus to with-
draw its troops has intensified.

Pro-Syrian  groups  have
blamed the United States for pres-
suring Syria into deciding to with-
draw its 14,000 troops from Leba-
non.

erence to the militant Shiite Mus-
lim group Hezbollah.

In Washington, President Bush
left open the possibility that the
militant Shiite Muslim group
Hezbollah could be part of the po-
litical mainstream in Lebanon de-
spite its terrorist past.

“We view Hezbollah as a terror-
ist organization,” Bush said after
an Oval Office meeting with Jor-
dan’s King Abdullah. “I would
hope that Hezbollah would prove
that they are not by laying down
arms and not threatening peace.”

Hezbollah has been involved in
Lebanese politics for over a de-
cade, with an extensive social wel-
fare program and nine lawmak-
ers in parliament. But it h:
steered away from major de
sion-making in national politics
as its guerrilla army focused on
fighting Israel. Lebanon consid
ers Hezbollah a legitimate resis-
tance movement that led the guer-
rilla war against Israel’s 18-year
occupation of southern Lebanon.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION

‘Old soldiers’ can contribute

“Old GIs will serve in Iraq, but wars
aren’t uniform” (column, Joe Volz, Feb.
18) provided valuable insight on how the
Army and Marines are signing up retired
soldiers and Marines to beef up over-
worked forces.

Sounds very interesting. First of all, T
meet the basic criteria, have many years
of experience operating fuel trucks and

d storage, receipt
activities, I would, however, prefer to
serve in a civilian capacity for the simple
(vet important) reason “to earn tax-free
dollars or euros” in Iraq or Afghanistan.

T have seen wars both as a youngster in
the rubble of World War II Europe and at
exotic Vietnam locations. The large multi-
million-dollar corporations in overseas lo-

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: estripes.osd.mil

cations who pay big bucks to
1

should veterans
physically and mentally capable to pro-
vide the same service, if not better.

Some of us old soldiers are willing and
able to make our contributions to a very
worthy cause — our future. Talk to us, you
might be surprised at the results.

Oscar Dreikorn
Pozzolengo, Italy

Others deserve badge

Under the criteria for the new Close
‘Combat Badge, it states a soldier must be
assigned to a unit that is purposely orga-
nized to routinely conduct close combat op-
erations or engage in direct combat.

T know there are many people who state
that they came under fire and fired back,
but their mission was not what was stated
above. I am in no way discounting the ef-
forts put forth by units who have come in
contact with the enemy during their mis-
sions of moving supplies and so forth. But
there is a different story for the chemical
company I served with as a platoon leader.

This past year, I, along with other sol-
diers, noncommissioned officers and offic-
ers, have been attached to a field artillery
and armor unit. Our company fought
under the same mission statement as the
field artillery and armor platoons.

But due solely to military occupational
specialty classification, those chemical sol-
diers who engaged in direct ground com-
bat with the enemy alongside the field artil-
lery and armor soldiers are not eligible for
what their comrades will be awarded.

Tunderstand we are a small exception to
the rule, but all soldiers and officers with
an infantry mission, regardless of MOS
and branch, should be eligible for the
CCB.

1st Lt. Dorothy Butala
Baghdad

Give them the badge, too

T joined the Army to be a communicator.
However, if I am placed in a situation as
those prescribed to meet the criteria for
the Close Combat Badge, then why can’t I
and other support military occupational
specialties receive the same award as the
combat engineer or field artillery soldier
we are taking fire with?

So, is it right that because I'm not in
what is considered a combat arms MOS, I
don’t deserve the award? What's next, the
Medal of Honor or Bronze Star will only
be awarded to certain MOSs?

We are all soldiers and riflemen first,

serving the same great nation. Why not get
the same awards, period?

Spe. Scott A. Morong

Camp Bucca, Iraq

Vacations not why we serve

I'm disheartened to see that now even
my fellow senior noncommissioned offic-
ers are failing to recognize our Army’s pur-
pose and mission.

In “Europe’s ‘hardship tours’ ” (letter,
Europe and Mideast editions, March 6),
the writer stated that he’d like to take his
family to visit various historic European
countries for only the price of gasoline. I
have some news for that reader: Vacations
are not the purpose of stationing our mi
tary personnel overseas (shocking, I
know).

The biggest reason American troops are
stationed in Germany is because there
used to be a perceived threat of a Soviet in-
vasion of Central Europe. Now that that
particular threat no longer truly exists,
our forces are being realigned to more-ef-
fective stations elsewhere.

T'll admit it was great to visit Denmark
and Poland when I was stationed in Ger-
many, but the opportunity was rare, espe-
cially with having to take care of my fami-
ly first. The Exceptional Family Member
Program makes for some difficulty in a lot
of cases for soldiers to even take their fami-
lies over there, since many dependents re-
quire certain kinds of care that are not
available, or are required to live within a
short distance of the nearest hospital.

Oh, and I do hope your car is in spectacu-
lar shape if you're headed that way. The
vehicle inspections over there were often
brutal, especially for older cars.

If you want to go on vacation instead of
an assignment, then wait until your leave
and earnings statement tells you that
you've got 20 years in service, then retire
and go wherever you please. Or just take
some leave and do what the rest of the
world does: Pay for it.

In the meantime, please mind the fact
that the Army isn’t here to serve you; it’s
the other way around.

Army Sgt. 1st Class James A. Stevens ITT
Camp Page, South Korea

Fighting the computer spies

The Dallas Morning News

hink you’re the only person look-
ing at your bank account on your
comptiter screen?

Think again. And chalk it up to
spyware, which amounts to someone peer-
ing into your private life online.

Spyware is a software code that unscru-
pulous advertisers and criminals secretly
dump on computers to learn more about
online users. Once there, it can do an in-
credible amount of mischief.

It can crash your computer, allow a

Dooneshury

crook to hijack your system, steal your fi-
nancial records or even your identity. And
you may be none the wiser until it's too
late.

Rep. Mary Bono, R-Calif., is taking di-
rect aim to outlaw this unethical, ruthless
practice. We applaud this much-overdue
legislation. The measure takes a hard line
against malicious access to computers
without crippling technology that is useful
to online advertisers. That’s no small bal-
ancing act.

The bill bans any deceptive attempt to
collect personal information or to hijack a

in cyberspace

computer. It also requires users of track-
ing technology to tell consumers in plain
English that they are tallying broad mar-
Keting information.

The bill empowers the Federal Trade
Commission to levy hefty fines against
Web site operators who secretly install spy-
ware or don’t give users the chance to
Keep their online activities private.

The legislation now goes to the full
House for a vote later this year. Tough leg-
islation is needed to control this ruthless
sector of cyberspace; this bill is a step in
the right direction.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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In an era of one superpower, we're all safer

BY ARTHUR HERMAN

errorists swarm  into
Iraq; North Korea plays
nuclear blackmail; Syria
and Iran hold hands in
public; crowds fill Beirut's streets;
the shooting of an Italian journalist
provokes outrage across Europe.
Is this a world being made safe for
democracy or a world on the
brink? Some, especially Europe-
ans, say the latter, arguing that this
is what happens when the planet is
stuck with just one superpower.
Echoing France’s Jacques Chirac,
they yearn for a more “multipolar
world,” where an all-powerful
United States can't play the bully.
Nonsense. The fact is, a unipolar
world is a safer world and has
been historically. For more than
100 years, from the defeat of Napo-
leon to the start of World War I,
Britain was the world’s lone super-
power. Its Royal Navy enabled it to
do the heavy lifting across the
globe that no one else could or
would, just as the U.S. military
does today. Despite an inevitable
crisis or two, the world enjoyed un-
precedented peace, prosperity and
stability. Now, with so many wor-
ried about the United States domi-
nating the world, it’s worth passing
along the lessons Britain learned
in its years as lone superpower.
Be prepared to make enemies.
“How glorious is the title of

‘Englishman,”” wrote a Victori-
an-era Royal Navy officer after the
mere presence of his ship off the
coast of Italy ended riots in Rome
and other cities, “and yet we are
not loved.” Don’t expect to be. The
world’s other powers will never be
happy about the global order you
impose. Few will dare to challenge
you overtly, but they will scheme
behind your back.

For decades after Napoleon's de-
feat, Britain fought to tug the
world in a new, progressive direc-
tion. Britain’s support of national
self-determination in South Ameri-
ca and southern Europe often put
it at odds with Spain and Russia.
France, which Britain had saved
from dismemberment at the Vien-
na peace congress in 1815, plotted
to reverse Britain’s naval suprema-
cy. Yet that supremacy protected
France’s business interests around
the world. It also preserved a bal-
ance of power in Europe, which al-
lowed France to remain a great
power until World War I As Iraq
shows, in power politics no good
deed goes unpunished.

Be prepared for the long haul.
Britain’s first step in creating a
new world order in 1815 was de-
claring war on the Atlantic slave
trade — akin to today’s war on ter-
ror. It put together a coalition of
the bribed and coerced just to get a
final treaty (Spain and Portugal re-

fused to sign unless they were paid
off). Nations that still had slaves
dragged their feet, especially the
United States. For more than 40
years, the Royal Navy fought to
plug the outflow of slaves from Af-
rica amid daunting obstacles. Suc-
cessive British governments per-
sisted out of a sense of moral duty.

This arduous effort, which many
dismissed as a failure for decades,
finally paid off, and by 1870 one of
the worst scourges of European
domination of the planet had come
to an end. In world leadership, per-
sistence pays.

Your best ambassador is your
military. For more than a century,
the Royal Navy was not only the in-
strument of the Pax Britannica but
its reassuring symbol. Wherever
its ships anchored, travelers, mer-
chants and journalists of every na-
tion felt safe. Royal Navy captains
became the modern equivalent of
Knights in shining armor.

Today, the men and women of
the U.S. armed services fill the
same role. Look at their essential
role in providing relief to tsunami
victims (just the kind of job the
Royal Navy did for a century) in
full view of the Muslim world. Iso-
lated incidents such as Abu Ghraib
do not change the fact that U.S.
troops make up the best military
force in history. Let them be the
face of the Pax Americana, in

Supporters of Mutahida Majlis-e-Amal, Pakistan’s six-party religious
alliance, chant slogans against America during a rally last week in
Islamabad. Thousands gathered to condemn President Gen. Pervez

s and his

peacetime and in wartime.
Finally, watch your back. Ex-
pect challengers to arise, those
who will envy your power and look
for opportunities to overtake you.
After World War I, British politi-
cians tried to save money by slash-
ing the size of the fleet. It was the
crucial mistake of the 20th centu-
ry. In the power vacuum Britain
left in the Pacific, in slipped imperi-
al Japan; in the Mediterranean, in
slipped Mussolini’s Italy; in West-
ern and Central Europe, Hitler’s
Third Reich. It would take Pearl

iation with the United States.

Harbor to awaken the giant that
would eventually take Britain’s
place as the world’s policeman, the
United States.

The only thing worse than a
world with a lone superpower is
one without a lone superpower. De-
spite its protestations, the world
knows that — and that in a crisis,
it’s the Americans, and only the
Americans, who will save the day.
Arthur Herman s the author, most
Tecently, of “To Ruls the Waves: How
the Britsh Navy Shaped the Modern

Id.” This column first appeared in
thelon Angeies Times.

Iceland cool to idea of diminished use of its language

BY WILLIAM ECENBARGER

hand the agent my brottfarerspjald,

step on board Icelandair Flight 642.

Just before takeoff, the flight atten-

dant stands before us clasping a
seat-belt buckle and droning through the
oryggisbunadur um bord. Some five hours
later, we begin our descent into Reykjavik.
At the airport, I get my passport stamped at
vagabraeftirlit, make a quick refresher stop
in the snyrtingar, exchange dollars for kro-
nurs at the gjaldeyrir and pick up tourist in-
formation at the upplysingapjonustu fyrir
feroafolk.

Thave come to this nation of 280,000 inhab-
itants, who speak to each other in a language
that is incomprehensible to 19,999 of every
20,000 people on Earth, to see how they are
holding up against the onslaught of English.
Iceland’s linguistic patriots go to incredible
lengths to preserve their language. Foreign
words are ruthlessly screened out by a spe-
cial agency, which also invents words for
new things and ideas.

Icelanders have a strong belief in their
own national greatness, and that conviction
is rooted unshakably in language and words.
Literacy isn’t a problem here; it’s a given.
Icelanders believe that men and women
should turn a verse as easily as they turn a
profit, and both endeavors are considered
important to one’s well-being.

Iceland has more bookstores per capita
than any other nation in the world (“better
shoeless than bookless” is an unofficial na-
tional motto). The most important tomes are
the sagas. Written in the 12th and 13th centu-
ries, these are the great prose narratives of
medieval Iceland, bloodthirsty tales of Vi-
king derring-do. Icelandic schoolchildren
read their national literature exactly as it
was written hundreds of years ago. Modern
Icelanders speak virtually the same lan-
guage as their forefathers of the 10th centu-
ry. Tomorrow morning’s Reykjavik newspa-

pers will be written in the same language as
the ancient sagas — that would be like this
newspaper using Chaucerian English.

Language preservation worked nicely for
centuries because Icelanders lived diph-
thongs apart from the rest of the world, but
in recent decades the cultural floodgates
have been opened. English is everywhere —
on televisions, VCRs, the Internet and com-
mercial products.

It’s part of a global problem: About 400
million people speak English as their first
language, an additional 700 million or so use
it as a second language and a billion people
more are struggling to learn how to speak it.
Meanwhile, other languages are disappear-
ing at the rate of two per month. There are
about 6,800 languages in the world, but the
expert consensus is that 400 of them will
soon be extinct.

Why care? “When you lose a language,”
the late linguistics professor Kenneth Hale
once said, “you lose a culture, intellectual

wealth, a work of art. It's like dropping a
bomb on a museum.”

The front line of Iceland’s preservation
battle is in Reykjavik, the home of the Icelan-
dic Language Institute (Islensk Malstod);
this government agency was set up in 1964
to devise new words when existing language
proves inadequate. When AIDS first came to
national attention in Iceland, the main dis-
cussion was what to call it rather than how
to prevent it. The institute does not believe
that AIDS should be called AIDS, and thus
the disease is officially known as alnaemi,
an ancient Icelandic word meaning “totally
vulnerable,” which the institute settled on
after some three years of study.

The preservationists often resurrect
words from the sagas. A computer is called
tolva, a fusion of the old Icelandic words for
number and prophetess, and a TV screen is
a skjar, a sheep’s placenta once used by
farmers as window panes. My favorite is fri-
opjofur, the word for pager, which means
“thief of peace.”

1 left Iceland pessimistic. Everywhere I
went, I heard English spoken. Though a writ-
ten language can be purged of foreign words
and phrases, policing how people speak is an-
other matter. Many young Icelanders can-
not be bothered with a language that is a min-
efield of subjunctive, inflections and gender
(the number 2 has three genders).

In one sense, the Icelanders have no one
to blame but themselves. Just as they have
earnestly defended their language, they
have with equal enthusiasm made sure that
every schoolchild has a computer and learns
English. Thus Microsoft sees no need to
translate Windows into Icelandic. The pub-
lishers of popular books are beginning to
skip translation as well. It's what the Icelan-
dic language purists call a sjalfhelda — a
Catch-22. 1 fear the handwriting is on the
wall — and it’s in English.

William Ecenbarger was a longtime reporter at The
Philadelphia Inquirer. This column first appeared in
the Los Angeles Times.

Mallard Fillmore

BY BRUCE TINSLEY
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Playing your cards right

Charles Weber of Alexandria,
Va., noticed an alarming “change
in ferms” alert on his latest Cit-
ibank MasterCard bill: “For each
purchase made in a foreign cur-
rency, we add an additional fi-
nance charge of 3 percent of the
amount of the purchase after its
conversion into U.S. dollars.”

Weber, in addition to being
angry, was curious. “How preva-
lent has this policy become?” he
asked us in an e-mail.

Increasingly prevalent. The
nonprofit advocacy group Con-
sumer Action last spring sur-
veyed 45 companies that issue
credit cards and found that 26
were adding currency conversion
fees — up from 17 the year be-
fore. What you need to know:

B When converting overseas
charges into dollars, Visa uses
the wholesale exchange rate plus
a1 percent conversion fee. Mas-
terCard and American Express
add 2 percent.

WThe companies that issue
Visa and MasterCard may add an-
other fee, typically 1 percent to 3
percent. (American Express is-
sues its own cards.)

W Issuing companies that don’t
add an extra fee: Capital One,
MBNA and numerous smaller
banks and credit unions.

W Among issuing

The Dallas Morning News

DALLAS — Two-year con-
tracts are fine for cell-phone
users who have good credit and
don’t mind being tied to a single
company and a single wireless
plan for that long.

But what about people who
don’t have the credit, the bank
account or the desire to sign up
for a long-term contract with
the big cellular companies? The
answer for an increasing num-
ber of users: pay-as-you-go cellu-
lar service.

Parents buy prepaid service
for their children. Senior citi-
zens use it for emergencies.

Low-income people and immi-
grants without bank accounts
pay for the service in cash.

“I think prepaid wireless is
one of the most exciting things
that has happened in telecom in
a while,” said Judy Reed Smith,
chief executive of consulting
firm Atlantic-ACM.

In the traditional
pay-as-you-go plan, a customer

buy a card, similar to
long-distance cards sold at conve-

Prepaid cell phones
attracting attention

all prepaid services offer the
same attractions — no contracts,
no credit checks, no charges for
early termination and usually no
long-distance charges.

Stephen Wellman, executive
director of the industry newslet-
ter FierceWireless, said prepaid
wireless began taking off when
Virgin Mobile decided to bring
its prepaid service to the United
States.

Now most big wireless compa-
i offer some forum of prepaid

ervi

In 2003 5.5 million of the 16.9
million prepaid customers came
from “mobile virtual network op-
erators” such as Virgin Mobile or
Tracfone Wireless Inc., she said.

By 2009, she said the number
of prepaid users will boom to
41.3 million, with 32.8 million,
or about percent, coming
from those resellers.

Annual revenue will soar as
well, she said: from $400 million
in 1997 to $7 billion in 2004 to
$22 billion in 2009.

Smith said the cards suit call-
ers in challenging financial situ-
ations, people who are “cred-
it-challenged, unbanked  or

ious,” sh

that do charge an extra fee: Bank
of America, Citibank, Chase Man-
hattan and Wells Fargo.

Our advice: No matter how you
spend money overseas, there is
no way to avoid foreign currency
exchange fees. Credit cards re-
main a good option — if you play
your cards right.

From The Washington Post

, dr en-
eral retailers. Each card comes
with a set amount of minutes.

In hybrid plans, customers
can have their credit cards or
bank accounts charged each
month to buy a set number of
minutes. But they can quit any-
time they want rather than be
tied to a contract.

No matter what type, almost

e said.

“The unbanked aren’t just peo-
ple who can’t get banking. It's
the people who only write a cou-
ple of checks a month, who don’t
trust banks, who would rather go
to their 7-Eleven and cash their
check and put part of it in their
prepaid phone and part of it in
something else like a prepaid
card or have cash,” she said.
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Encoding files with
trick fonts is risky

Q. To keep my documents
away from prying eyes at the of-
fice, I saved some of them in the
Wingdings font that turns each
letter into some kind of graphic
symbol like an asterisk, arrow or
a Greek letter.

Later I was able to convert it
back from Wingdings to New
Times Roman or anoth-
er readable font.

t home I was trying
to protect my document
from other spying eyes
and thought 1 would
save the document in
Marlett font. Unfortu-
nately, now I am unable
to convert it back to
Times New Roman or
any readable font. Can
you help?

A. You stumbled into a

land mine with that par-

ticular font to replace let-

ters in a document with gobbledy-
0ok,

The strange markings that Mar-
lett displays are used not to make
visible symbols like those
Wingdings but rather to handle el-
ements of the Windows screen
display such as scroll bars, but-
tons, arrows and the like.

When one selects all the text in
the Times Roman font and then
uses the Format/Font command to
translate them into Marlett, they
can only be translated back into
Times Roman as a meaningless
small empty box for every letter.

The good news is that some
other Microsoft fonts used for
bookkeeping can be used to make
a Time% Roman- lo Marletl trans-
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mple, if
you select all of the characler% in

Ask Jim

By
Jim Coates

Marlett and then translate them
into the boldface cursive Microdot
format, they will be legible again.

That not only fixes your prob-
lem, but also gives you an addi-
tional code trick to frustrate pry-
ing eyes.

Q.1 have a new Dell Pentium 4
operating on Windows XP and I
have lost my icons on
the opening desktop
screen and do not know
how to restore them.
Can you help me?

A. You will notice that
if you give the cursor
arrow icon a right-click
while hovering over that
blank desktop screen a
menu of commands will
pop up. At the top is one
for Arrange Icons. Move
the arrow to that and it
will open up a set of
choices that include one
called “Show Desktop Icons.”
Click that line to place a check
mark alongside it and then sit
back as your hard drive churns a
bit and the desktop gets redrawn
with the icons intact.

It is worth adding that this
check mark should be in place by
default and so something you did
must have changed it. It also is
worth adding that many people
are glad to learn about this ability
1o toggle the desktop icon display
because it can be another handy
tool to shield what you are doing
from the view of passers. by
Contact Jim Coates via e-mail at
JCoatas@tribane.com br wa i mailat

the Chicago Tribune, Room 400, 435

Michigan ave, Chicags i 80611, Outs-
tions can be answered only through this
column. Add your point of view at
www.chicagotribune.com/ askjim.
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Some items just don’t sell un-
less you have a local buyer. And
as a bidder, let’s face it — there
are some items you just don’t
want to buy sight unseen. Like
an $800 “gently used” designer
wedding dress or a $1,000 ma-
hogany bed frame.

If you want to buy or sell local-
ly in the States, you might check
out the new auction Web site
www.livedeal.com. You can
search items within your ZIP
code or by city.

Listings on LiveDeal are free,
and you can post items for sale
or rent, and services offered.

of “freecyclers” — people who
use Internet message boards to
post items they’d like to give
away. (The idea is to reduce the
amount of useable items ending
up in landfills.)

Each freecycle group oper-
ates differently. Generally you
can post items you'd like to give
away or items you re looking
for, as long as you’re not offering
anything illegal. Specific groups
may have other restrictions,
such as whether you can post

s,

pets.

The big difference from other
sites is the “free” in “freecy-
cl mg” — you cannot sell or trade
anythi
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Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today's
highs and tonight's
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
noon today.
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THE UNITED STATES TOD.

As of noon, Eastern USS. time

EUROPEAN FORECAST

Benelux: Mostly cloudy with rain-
showers. Highs in the lower 50s to
lower 60s. Thursday lows in the mid
to upper

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with
rainshowers, Highs in the mid to
upper 50s. Thursday lows in the
upper 40s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Partly cloudy
with morning fog. Highs in the mid to
lower 50s. Thursday lows in the
lower to mid-30s.

France: Partly cloudy with morning
rainshowers i the north. Highs in
the mid-60s. Thursday lows in the
mid-40s.

Northern Germany: Mostly cloudy
with isolated rainshowers. Highs in
the mid-50s to mid-60s. Thursday
lows in the 40s.

Southern Germany: Partly cloudy.
Highs in the upper 50s to lower 60
Thursday lows in the upper 30s to
mid-40s.

Hungary: Partly to mostly cloudy.
Highs in the lower 50s. Thursday
lows in the lower 40s.

Northern Italy: Partly cloudy. Highs
in the lower 60s. Thursday lows in
the lower to mid-40s.

Southern Italy: Sunny. Highs in the
lower 60s. Thursday lows in the 40s.

Kosovo: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
mid to upper 50s. Thursday lows in
the mid to upper 30s.

Norway: Cloudy with rain and snow-
showers. Highs in the mid-30s to
lower 40s. Thursday lows in the
lower 20s to lower 30s.

Portugal, Spain: Partly cloudy with
morning fog. Highs in the lower 60s
to lower 70s. Thursday lows in the
mid-40s to mid-50s, mid-30s inland.

Turkey: Partly cloudy. Highs in the
lower 50 to lower 60s, upper 605 to
the south. Thursday lows in the
upper 30 to lower 40s, upper 205
inland.

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home

htips:/jows.sembach.af.mil
http:/iows.public.sembach.af.mil
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Smoking ban review

PROVIDENCE — The

Health Department
probably will take another
look at how it interprets a
new smoking ban, a depart-
‘ment lobbyist said.

The ban temporarily ex-
empts bars with fewer
than 10 employees. The
department has been
counting as employees
volunteers f
groups such as
Knights of Columbus who don’t
serve alcohol.

Med school to upgrade
RICHMOND — Virginia
Commonwealth University

plans to hire more than 80 re-
search faculty members over the
next six years and spend millions
on a laboratory building and other
space.

Fifteen years ago, VCU ranked
34th among the country’s 121 medi-
cal schools in its share of National
Institutes of Health research dol-
lars. The school’s ranking slipped
to 60th in 2003.

Mistrial in nurse case

SAN ANGELO — Already

delayed several times, the
capital murder trial of a nurse ac-
cused of Killing 10 elderly patients
‘was over almost before it began as
ajudge declared a mistrial.

About 15 minutes into opening
statements, prosecutor  Ralph
Guerrero told jurors Monday that
they would hear evidence against
Vickie Dawn Jackson, but that no
one — not even Jackson herself —
may ever be able to provide a mo-

tive.

Defense attorney Bruce Martin
interrupted Guerrero, objecting
that the remark improperly indicat-
ed Jackson would testify. The de-
fendant in a criminal case is not ob-
ligated to testify.

The judge granted a new trial,
now set for March 29.

“These things happen. Some-
times there are procedural or
other problems and you have to
start all over,” Martin said.

Jackson is accused of killing 10
patients, including her third hus-
band’s grandfather, by injecting
them with a drug used to tempo-
rarily halt breathing. She could get
life in prison if convicted.

Gov. to go door to door

CHARLESTON Gov.
Joe Manchin says he will
go door to door this summer to en-
courage West Virginians to ap-
prove a $5.5 billion bond sale.
Proceeds would be used to erase
shortfalls in pension programs for
teachers, State Police troopers and
the judiciary. A special election is
set for June 25.

Superintendent needed

LANSING — Applications

to become Michigan’s next
K-12 schools superintendent are
due April 8.

The State Board of Education set
the deadline to replace Tom Wat-
kins, who resigned under pressure
Jan. 29.

Gov. Jennifer Granholm doesn’t
have the power to hire or fire the
schools chief, but she wanted Wat-
kins gone after they feuded in pub-
lic over his leadership skills.

a o
g

AMERICAN
ROUNDUP

Cold slows syrup flow

CHARDON Maple
syrup producers are wor-
ried a cold snap this week will
cause another delay in maple sug-
aring season in northeast Ohio.
Maple trees were tapped for the
sugar-laden sap when tempera-
tures rose earlier this week, but
the change in the weather could
delay production for at least anoth-
er week. Trees need warm days to
stimulate sap flow.

Gold Rush plates end

ANCHORAGE — The Divi-
sion of Motor Vehicles has
stopped making Alaska’s Gold
Rush Centennial license plate.
The blue, white and yellow
plates depict prospector hordes
who came to Alaska in the 1890s.
The plates began appearing on
vehicles in 1998. Motorists need-
ing new plates will have to settle
for the standard blue-on-yellow
version with the Alaska state flag.

Student hangs in video

SAVANNAH — A college
student was seriously in-
jured while acLing out a hanging
for a film project
Daryl Goins and other students
were making a movie for class at
his home Saturday night. The
script had been approved by a pro-
fessor, but Goins, 20, allegedly de-
cided to change the ending.
“There was a suicide scene at
the end, and he changed the tech-
nique,” Geoffrey Jowett, dean of

He’s got a good grip
Jason Legler, of Pierce, Colo.,
rides a bull named Cat Daddy,
during the Houston Livestock Show
and Rodeo in Houston.

students for Savannah
College of Art and
Design, told the Sa-
% vannah Morning News.

“It was a hanging, an ac-
cldenl based on the

Details were sketchy,
but during the scene Goins
somehow hit his head.
Jowett said other students
gave him CPR. He was hospi-
talized in serious condition.

Police have the video and
are investigating. The school
is reviewing whether to pursue dis-
ciplinary action.

Goins was enrolled in an Intro-
duction to Video class. Students at
the college are required to take a
safety course before filming, sign a
contract confirming they have
read all safety regulations and
have scripts approved by a faculty
member.

Wettest winter ever

ALBUQUERQUE — New

Mexico experienced its
wettest winter in recorded history,
the National Climatic Data Center
in North Carolina said.

The statewide average of 4.33
inches of precipitation from De-
cember through February is the
most for the state since records
began to be kept in 1896. It also
was the eighth-warmest winter on
record, the data center said.

Stolen truck ‘hot’ item

FALL RIVER — Police ar-

rested aman who was driv-
ing a stolen vehicle that was “hot”
in more ways than one — the pick-
up owned by Cardinal Health Nu-
clear Pharmacy Services con-
tained radioactive material.

The pickup was reportedly sto-
len Tuesday while it was parked in
Seekonk. It was later spotted by
two pohce officers about 10 miles
away in Fall River.

Fall River Sgt. Roger LaFleur
said he and the other officer fol-
lowed the truck cautiously because
of its reportedly radioactive con-
tents and slick road conditions.
They took the driver into custody
after the pickup stopped.

A city hazardous materials team
that inspected the truck deter-
mined the five containers carrying
suspected radioactive ~material
had not been opened.

Freedom offered for sex

CARLISLE — A police offic-
er coerced three women
into having sex with him by threat-
ening to arrest them for prostitu-
tion if they refused, a prosecutor

Cpl. Kenny Johnson of the Mid-
dlesex Township, Cumberland
County, police was on trial Mon-
day on charges including rape, sex-
ual assault and obstruction of jus-
tice.

Johnson, 43, of North Middleton
Township, was arrested in a sting
operation in which a female proba-
tion officer posed as a prostitute.
He was suspended without pay.

A Newville-area woman who
said she was a prostitute at truck
stops testified that over three
years beginning in 1998, she had
sex with Johnson in his police car,
at the police station and at his
home. Johnson told her she
wouldn’t get arrested when he was
on duty, and had even driven her
to a truck stop where she worked
as a prostitute, she told the jury.

Irish tradition Qe e e Ancent Order o

Hibernians, performs at a St. Patrick’s Day parade in Clinton, Mass.

A 4

One of two Maine black bears
Up ClOSe and persona presses up against the glass in
their compound at the Palm Beach Zoo in Florida. The zoo recently held
its grand opening of the new black bear exhibit. The twin bears, named
Lewis and Clark, are now 4 years old and weigh about 420 pounds. They
came to the zoo when their mother was killed by a car when they were
about 2 months old and weighing 13 pounds.

Scott McArthur, 14, of Elkins,
W.Va., prepares to snowhoard down
a ramp of snow at the Capitol in ch-rleslon, W.Va. The West Virginia Ski

See how easy it is

ona to promote the
shle‘s five alpine ski resorts.
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Going up in flames i ommiom ror s

g
about 30 miles south of Fort Scott, was among several called in to assist
or heavily damaged at least six bui 1gs in the city’s ori

T 1 On the road to
A five-letter word for winner pro=re
c-h-a-m-p, Tyler Hinman, 20, of Troy, N.Y., works on the Division A
championship crossword puzzle in Stamford, Conn., during the American
Crossword Puzzle Tournament. Hinman, a junior at Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institu the youngest winner of the national crossword
puzzle championship.

istrict. The by

lentified Pittsburg, Kan., firefighter battles flames engulfing a
cott, Kan. The Pittsburg department, located
hi

ing the blaze, which consumed
ing shown was bui 1890.

[ 3

Proud grandpa

U.S. Army Stf. Sgt. Ervin Henschel
holds his 6-month-old granddaugh-
ter, Alaina Royer, for the first time
at the 728th Main Support Battal-
ion in Lock Port , Pa. Henschel had
just returned from Afghanistan.

Keep pledge in English
MILLERSVILLE — A
Maryland teen is protest-

ing his school’s decision to broad-

cast the Pledge of Allegiance in lan-
guages other than English during

National Foreign Language Week.

Patrick Linton, a ninth-grader at
0ld Mill High School in Millers-
ville, said he and some other stu-
dents sat down rather than stand
when the pledge was read in Rus-
sian over the school’s public ad-
dress system. “This is America,
and we got soldiers at war,” said
the 15-year-old. “When you're say-
ing the pledge in a different lan-
guage which nobody understands,
that’s not OK.”

School system spokesman
Jonathan Brice said the readings in
Spanish, French, Latin, Russian and
German were “just a way to connect
what's going on in the classroom.”

Charges for dog attack
SPOTSYLVANIA — A pros-
ecutor said he will seek in-

voluntary manslaughter charges

against the owner of three pit bulls
that fatally mauled an 82-year-old
woman.

Attorney William Neely said he
will ask Spotsylvania County
grand jurors next week to indict
Deanna Large, 36, in the death of
Dorothy Sullivan, who was killed
as she walked her dog in her Parl-
tow yard.

Sullivan and her small dog, But-
tons, were attacked and killed by
three wandering pit bulls, all of
which have since been killed.

Large admitted owning one of
the dogs, but Neely said the ensu-
ing investigation revealed that she
owned all three and had been
warned to keep them under better
control.

Visitors bite snake lure

SWEETWATER — Attend-

ees of the World’s Largest
Rattlesnake Round-Up leave with
a range of memories, the most en-
during perhaps being the odorous
snakes.

“It stinks, especially when
they’re butchering them,” said
Scott Pardee, 16, of Abilene, as he
looked into an area where men
chopped off snakes’ heads.

1t's the smell of success to peo-
ple such as Lynn Adams, executive
director of the Sweetwater Cham-
ber of Commerce.

Now in its 47th year, the round-
up draws 30,000 people to Sweet-
water with a population of about
11,500. Visitors “not only come to
see the rattlesnakes but to spend
money,” Adams said with a smile.

The event, which continued
through Monday, generates hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars in eco-
nomic impact, said Kati Bewley, a
Sweetwater Jaycee.

Picketers chanted down

COLORADO SPRINGS —

Ten members of a Topeka,

Kan., church famous for its demon-
strations against the gay communi-
ty received a rude welcome when
they picketed Palmer High School.
More than 500 people turned out
with banners and chants to con-
demn the Westboro Baptist

Finding a dry seat

Framingham, Mass. following a winter storm.

Fernanda Sales, of Framingham, Mass.
partially covered in snow in front of stadium seating at Butterworth Park in

its on the backrest of a bench

Church as messen-
gers of hatred, not Christian love.
On a public sidewalk, Westboro
church members raised their
anti-gay signs. Across the street,
hundreds faced them shouting “No

more hate” and other chants.

N.J. promotes kindness

TRENTON — A Kkindler,

gentler New Jersey? In a
state where one former governor
once joked that the official bird
was “the middle finger,” Assembly-
men Jon M. Bramnick and Gordon
Johnson think a few more random
acts of kindness couldn’t hurt.

A resolution under consider-
ation in the state Legislature is en-
couraging residents to join “a cam-
paign toward civility, Kindness and
respect to all.”

Last year, then-Gov. James E.
McGreevey declared a Random
Acts of Kindness Day.

Car sale while stumping

DES MOINES — He came

to sell President Bush’s plan
to overhaul Social Security. In-
stead, U.S. Sen. Charles Grassley
sold his beat-up old car.

The 1986 Olds Delta 88 sold for
$356 to an lowa factory worker.
The gray Oldsmobile, with 172,511
miles, paint peeling off the body
and a Volkswagen hubcap on one
‘wheel, was used in political adver-
tisements last year during Grass-
ley’s re-election campaign.

The deal started last month at a
town meeting, where Grassley was
explaining Bush’s Social Security
plan. Roy Nelson, 41, was there
with his four daughlers. One of
them stood up and asked him
about the car because she was turn-
ing 16 within a month.

“Grassley told her that the book
value was $357, ‘but today I'd sell
it to you for $356," * Nelson said. “T
looked at him and said, ‘Sold."

Cheaper gas woes
GRAND ISLAND — Some
customers may  have
thought it was simple justice. Alas,
it was technology that prevented a
gas station’s sign from displaying
any price $2 or higher.

Byron Wheeler, who owns a
Byco gas station, said he kept pric-
es below the $2 mark for five days
last week because the station’s elec-
tronic sign couldn’t display a “2” in
the dollar position.

Wheeler said the company is up-
grading the sign, which has been
in place at the station’s conve-
nience store since the business
opened in 1991. But until the sign
can be brought up to speed, Wheel-
er is displaying only the time and
temperature.

Observation deck coming

NEW YORK —

70-story-high observation
deck at Rockefeller Center will re-
open this fall after a $75 million
renovation,  the  complex’s
co-owner said.

The deck, atop 30 Rockefeller
Center, has been closed since
1986, when the Rainbow Room res-
taurant expanded into its space. It
is expected to draw about two mil-
lion visitors a year, according to
Tishman Speyer  Properties,
co-owners of Rockefeller Center.

At 850 feet above street level, it
will be the city’s second-highest ob-
servatory (the highest is atop the
Empire State Building, which is
about 200 feet higher).

The observation deck atop the
World Trade Center was the city’s
highest until the attacks of Sept.
11, 2001.

Stories and photos from wire services
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FACES

When
fans get
fanatic

Famous figures often
forced to deal with
out-of-control devotees

BY DERRIK J. LANG
The Associated Press

NEW YORK

hey're out there.
Catherine Zeta-Jones, Sheryl Crow and Mel
Gibson recently faced theirs in court. Anna

Kournikova’s took a nude swim to find her. An-
drea Evans feared hers for a decade.

They're celebrity stalkers, perpetrators of an emotional
crime that’s often — but not always — the result of mental
illness.

Despite a recent rash of cases, experts say the act of ce-
lebrity stalking isn’t increasing, but stars are more willing
to go to police when confronted. And, of course, the media
is more likely to cover subsequent arrests and trials. All
this has led to specialized police units and even entire busi-
nesses aimed at dealing with a troubled few.

Evans was playing soap tart Tina Clayton on “One Life
to Live” in the 1980s when her stalker showed up several
times at her Manhattan set. He once slashed his wrists out-
side the studios, then used Evans’ name as his next-of-kin.

“All of a sudden T went from a nice happy-go-lucky life
to having regular conversations with the police,” i

Evans
said. “This was before people were that aware. There was
a great disbelief that here this man was trying to harm me
and the police could do nothing about it.”

After three years of living in terror, Evans quit “One
Life to Live” and dropped out of public view. She wouldn’t
be seen on a soap again until 1999.

Following the murder of “My Sister Sam” actress Rebec-
ca Schaeffer in 1989 and incidents like Evans’, the govern-
ment, Hollywood and the world began to recognize celebri-
ty stalking about 1990.

As many armchair sleuths have learned from “CSI,” ma-
terial crimes like burglary and murder leave copious
amounts of physical evidence — but stalking is harder to
prove. Witness the love-struck Crow fan who was acquit-
ted last November after ardently pursuing the singer for
15 months, claiming he communicated with her telepathi-
cally and even visiting her sister and father.

“Stalking is much more nebulous, much more of a chal-
lenge,” said John Lane, a former Los Angeles Police De-
partment detective. “It is very difficult to investigate.”

Laws now exist in all states to combat stalking in some
form or another. In Los Angeles, the LAPD’s Threat Man-
agement Unit exclusively tackles stalking. In 2004, it han-
dled 60 celebrity cases. That's typical, accordmg to the
unit’s leader, Det. Jeff Dunn.

Above: William Lepeska,
far left, was accuse
February of stalking
tennnis player Ann:
Kournikova.

no contest in June to
stalking and threatening
actress Catherine Zeta-Jones.
Far right: Mel Gibson leaves
the Los Angeles Superior Court
on March 3 after testifying
against Zack Sinclair, who was
ted the next day of
stalking the actor.

AP photos

“I think there’s a rise in reporting,” said Dunn. “Early in
the *90s, there was reluctance for fear of negative publicity.
1 don’t think they were widely reported. Now in 2005, you
can’t turn on the TV without seeing a story about some Sort
of stalking. It doesn’t carry the negative stigma anymore.”

In recent years, the likes of Pamela Anderson, Madon-
na, Steven Spielberg, Nicole Kidman, David Letterman

Gwyneth Paltrow have claimed stalkers. In the past
few 'weeks alone, people were convicted or pleaded no con-
test to stalkmg Gibson and Zeta-Jones.

And in the Anna Kournikova case, a man was arrested
Jan. 30 after swimming nude across a Florida bay toward
Kournikova’s $5 million estate, then turning up on the pool
deck at the wrong house and yelling, “Anna! Save me!”

Dunn said for every celebrity stalking case that's
splashed across headlines, 20 are never heard about.
Those type of cases often fall to Lane, who after helping es-
tablish the LAPD anti-stalking unit slaned his own person-

security firm, Omega Threat Management Inc. It’s one
of several such’ companies that take care of celebrities’
threats — for a price.

Much like murder, mental health plays a major part in
the crime of stalking. But stalking isn’t always the result of
amental disorder.

“Most of the time, what you've got is an individual who
is lonely or socially incompetent,” said Mace Benson, a
psychiatrist at the University of California-Los Angeles
who's worked on many stalking cases.

Celebrity stalkers

M Dec. 8, 1980: Mark David Chapman shot and
killed John Lennon. He’s now serving a life sentence
and has been denied parole three times.

W March 30, 1981: John Hinckley Jr. attempted to
assassinate President Ronald Reagan to gain actress
Jodie Foster’s attention. He was found not guilty by rea-
son of insanity and remains in a psychiatric hospital.

W June 1, 1989: Margaret Ray pleaded guilty to
breaking and entering talk show host David Letter-
‘man’s house. Diagnosed with schizophrenia, she served
10 months in prison and 14 months in a mental institu-
tion. In 1998, she committed suicide.

M Jan. 8, 1996: Robert Hoskins convicted of as-
sault, stalking and threatening to kill Madonna. He was-
sentenced to 10 years in prison.

W July 11, 1998: Jonathan Norman caught breaking
into the home of director Steven Spielberg with the in-
tention of rapmg the director. He was sentenced to 25
years to life in prison.

W Sept. 5, 2000: Mark Bailey sentenced to 10 years’
probation and ordered to attend counseling twice week-
ly after sending threatening letters to Brooke Shields.

M Dec. 14, 2000: Dante Michael Soiu convicted of
stalking Gwyneth Paltrow. He was sent to a high-securi-
ty mental facility after a judge found him insane.

— The Associated Press

A
Quentin Tarantino

Brits laud Tarantino, others

Quentin Tarantino, director of cult
moves “Pulp Fiction” and “Reservoir
Dogs,” was named Film Icon of the De-
cade at an awards ceremony in London.

Tarantino was among a cast of Holly-
wood and British movie talent recognized
Sunday during the Empire Awards, which
were voted for by more than 12,000 read-
ers of Empire Magazine.

Accepting his award, the 41-year-old an-
nounced plans to retire from movie direct-

ing.

“Thope to give you at least 15 more years
of movies, I'm not going to be this old guy
that keeps cranking them out,” Tarantino
said.

Other award recipients included Matt
Damon, who was voted Best Actor for his
role in “The Bourne Supremacy.” The ac-
tion thriller also was named Best Film.

Julie Delpy was awarded Best Actress
for “Before Sunset,” and Kate Winslet’s
performance in “Eternal Sunshine of the
Spotless Mind” won her the Best British
Actress Award.

Beatty takes jabs at Arnold

‘Warren Beatty, an actor who has been
politically active for four decades, has
some words of advice for fellow film star
and now Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger.

Schwarzenegger should raise taxes on
the California rich and “terminate” his

fund-raising and dinners with “the brokers
of Wall Street” and the “lobbyists of K
Street,” Beatty said.

Receiving a political award Friday night,
the actor who played Sen. Jay Billington
Bulworth in the 1998 movie, “Bulworth,”
said: “Arnold. Be the action hero I know
you can be. Be strong. Stand up and con-
front the wealthiest 1 percent of Califor-
nians who have benefited $12 billion a year
from the Bush tax cuts.”

Beatty received the third annual Phillip
Burton public service award Friday from
the Santa Monica-based Foundation for Tax-
payer and Consumer Rights for a lifetime of
political work. Burton was a liberal San
Francisco congressman who died in 1983.
Stories and photo from The Associated Press
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Horoscope

A super-lucky aspect involving the
moon, Jupiter and Neptune promis-
es there is much to gain from talking
about your wants, desires,
dreams and goals. People
need to help one another.
Even if others haven't the
physical or intellectual
resources, the mere inten-
tion of helpfulness causes
miraculous connections to
oceur. So speak up.
TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(March 16). Though
careful planning brings
certain goals to hand, leave
room in your life for lucky
things to just happen, too —
you're a favorite of the universe, and
if you trust, you will be granted
special gifts. This month features a
flirtation; May brings love worth
changing your life for. Leo and
Cancer are lucky romantic connec-
tions. Your career takes off in June.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Extra motivation is needed to get
through this challenging day. Affirm
to yourself over and over (100 times
is barely enough) that you CAN do
it. In fact, nobody does it better!

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Big, profound questions inform a
million small decisions you'll make
today about how to be and interact
in your world. How will the world be
a better place because you were in
it?

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Someone near you is handing out
points for being smart. But remem-
ber that being good is more impor-
tant. The great genius scientist
Albert Einstein said, “The most
important human endeavor is striv-
ing for morality in our actions.”

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
The critics are at large. Try and see
the strength in others even while
their weaknesses are being pointed
out. If you can find a reason and a
way to be joyful, your joy is conta-
gious.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). You'l
have the chance to be mature,
though childish planets play in your
psyche, making it easy for you not to
be. Consider that love with strings

4

Holiday

attached isn't love at all. Its busi-
ness, really, and more about cause
d effect.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Your emotions are not unlike the
muscles in your body. They can be
exercised to be more
flexible, stronger and
more toned. Dealing with
children, or adults who
act like children, gives
you a real emotional
workout today.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). When
does obsession become
unhealthy? Someone or
something you desire
could be draining vital
energy from other areas
of your lfe. If you give
your power away, the only one who
can get it back is you.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Planets provide plenty of distractions
and opportunities for you to scatter
your energy. If you can stay focused
now, when it challenging, you
really can'tlose. So stay on pur-
pose.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). It's better to remain a mystery
to certain people. Let them project
themselves, making up their own
story about who you are. You'll find
humor in the scenarios they come
up with.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Since who you love has such
an enormous impact on the rest of
your life, it makes sense to pour
your time and energy into that area.
Put all your emotions and your
imagination toward creating a better
relationship.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Address that unattained desire that's
been on your list of New Year's
resolutions for years now. Invest
yourself in finally having this. The
more defined your goal is, the more
likely you are to obtain it.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
Avoidance might work in the short
term, but sooner or later, you'l have
to face your fear. The weak person
prays o be sheltered from adversity,
while the strong one prays for the
courage to conquer it.

Mathis

Creators Syndicate
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

SWORN STATE- JUST N CASE You WHAY  HARD 7O BELEVE,
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k 4 Orchestra’s place 2 Actress Jessica 21 Casino
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30 Mr. Rogers'
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3-16 CRYPTOQUIP

E B X G WX CXRFCXWW
AZL N X R X TGXIJT BLZ
RTFIJNEGD AEJIQZFR, ER

N F X G XZ1IBQW OLODFZ?
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: I IMAGINE THAT A
CROSS BETWEEN A CANNON AND A BELL
WOULD BE DUBBED “THE BOOMERANG.”
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: X equals A
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Soon-to-be in-law has big mouth

Dear Abby: 1 am an operating
room nurse. My soon-to-be moth-
er-in-law recently had a proce-
dure done that required anesthe-
sia. When the anesthesiologist
arrived to interview her before
her procedure, she proceeded to
ask him if he knew me. He re-
plied that he did.

Her next question was
whether he knew that I
had recently had cosmet-
ic surgery. Thankfully,
he acted in a professional
manner by simply say-
ing, “Oh?” She continued
the interrogation by
asking him if he was
aware that I had been
previously engaged, and
whether he thought T was
arunaway bride or not.

1 was flabbergasted
that she had the gall to bring up
such personal things with some-
one with whom I have a profes-
sional relationship. This is a
small community where things
spread like wildfire. I want to
have a relationship with her, but
I feel as though she kicked me in
the stomach and stabbed me in

Dear

the back. Is there anything I can
say to make her aware of my
feelings, or must I be respectful
and keep my thoughts to myself?
Iam deeply hurt.
— Appalled in Iowa
Dear Appalled: Your fiance’s
mother may have been nervous
at the prospect of her
Abby  surgery, started bab-
bling and couldn't stop.
However, unless you
want a strained rela-
tionship with your
in-laws, do not “con-
front” her. She can’t
unring the bell. Now
that you know she
lacks judgment and
leaks like a rusty buck-
et, in the future confide
nothing to her unless
you want the whole
town to know.

Dear Abby: My sonis 15.
When we're home and watching
TV in the evening, my son often
enjoys cuddling up next to me.
He'll put his head on my shoul-
der and wants my arm around
his shoulders. I, too, enjoy this

very much, and when he says,
“Oh, Mommy, I love you so
much,” as he often does, my
heart melts. I should mention
that he is still shorter than me,
though barely. He is not the
typical 15-year-old who towers
over his mother.

Until recently, I thought our
closeness would help him devel-
op into a warm, loving man; but
now, P’m wondering if this is
healthy for him to be doing and
for me to allow. I would hate to
see him develop into a needy,
clingy man or a mama’s boy.

Just a Loving
Mom in Australia

Dear Loving Mom: Every
parent should be so blessed as to
have a son like yours. You have
raised a loving only child who is
bonded to his parents. If he
doesn't start dating by the time
he’s 18, THEN there may be
cause to worry. Otherwise, he
sounds just fine to me.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Affair leaves woman confused

Dear Annie: 1ama
married woman with one
child. We don’t lack for
anything. My husband is
an OK guy and a good
father, but he’s very
self-centered.

Last May, one of my
neighbors started to
show an interest in me.

“Jack” also is married
(his wife is a bit of a
hypochondriac), and he
has a small child. A few
months ago, at a party we
both attended, Jack had a few
drinks and gave me a passionate
kiss. I have never been kissed
like that in my life. It sent shock
waves through my entire body.
After that, we would slip away
and kiss here and there. Then it
started to be more. Now we have
a secret affair going on.

T don’t want to get caught, but
T also don’t want to give him up.

Tt is like I finally found my
soul mate.

— Very Confused
Dear Confused: Don’t confuse
passionate kisses with Jack being
your soul mate. This is lust, not
Tove. Are you willing to wreck two

Annie’s Mailbox

marriages and destroy
your child’s sense of
security for shock
waves? Illicit affairs
can be temporarily
exciting, but the conse-
quences are often per-
manently painful.

Tell your husband
Yyou want to see a coun-
selor. If he won't go, go
without him. Learn how
to put some of that
sexual energy into your
marriage, or make a
clean break.

Dear Annie: 1am responding
to the letter from “Negative Dad.”
He said his son’s blood type is O,
while his is AB and his wife’s is A.

He assumed he was not his
son’s biological father.

Classification into the major
blood groups is based on the
presence or absence of two pro-
teins, the A and B antigens, pro-
duced by the A and B alleles. The
absence of either A or B antigens
is called Type O.

The son gets one gene from
each parent. If the parent has one

chromosome with an antigen and
one without, he or she can pass
either one on to the child. The
writer, told he is “type AB,” as-
sumes he must pass on either the
A or the B allele, but cannot have
a son with neither. But other
factors may block the expression
of these alleles, so the blood of the
child with A or B or AB genotype
may be reported as Type O. These
other factors are not reported in
ordinary ABO typing. There is
also the possibility of laboratory
error.

The reader should seek a consul-
tation with a geneticist and not
proceed with a potentially destruc-
tive confrontation on the basis of
the major blood types.

— Gordon Harper, M.D.,
Harvard Medical School

Dear Dr. Harper: Thank you
for providing a valid reason for
Dad to believe his son belongs to
him biologically as well as in
every other way.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of

Los Angeles, CA 90045.
Creators Syndicate
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Dennis the Menace

Mg AN RUPF THOUGHT WE'D SLEEF WITH You
SUYS 50 YOU WON'T BE AFRAID OF THE
THUNDERSTORM."

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

[l § Nothingbut

ha{\l never
look for us

JUMIEILE

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

EGGRO
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All Rughts Resorved,

CUFOS

O

TENCED

o abls com

Now arrange the circled letters

C
GARNAL
to form the surprise answer, as

YOl
K ] [ A suggested by the above cartoon.

A: THE

VvV 1 ”»
10000l 100000

(Answers tomorrow)
ORBIT FUNGUS  TANKER
When the king went out for the night, he
wore his — “REIGN” OUTFIT

Jumbles: GUILT

Yesterday's
Answer:

Family Circus

©2005 B3 Keans. Inc.
Dist oy King Featres Synd.
www familycircus.com

“You’re right! | found the remote in
the very last place | looked.”

©Gary Larson

The Far Side

Non Sequitur

oA

| oK, FLLBITE..
WS T
CALLED?




Wednesday, March 16, 2005

STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 25

STRIPES SERVICE DIRECTORY

your daily guide to navigating

the European Business Market

FOR INFORMATION ON GROWING YOUR BUSINESS WITH THE SERVICE DIRECTORY
CONTACT SEAN ADAMS AT CIV: 06155-601203 or DSN: 349-8203
or EMAIL: adamss@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Attorneys 886

Attorney Joe Maiss
Full Service Law firm
US & Barman Divarcas.

Emplayment & Persanal ing
T Probata, TananiLandird Disputes.
email: maiss@hd-law.de

Office: Heidelberg ‘TEI: 06221-727-9595

www.court-martial

ATLANTA  MomhDmartrest - € 349 incl. Tax
DALLAS fres s €348 incl. Tax
LOS ANGELES sosmiatie €429 incl. Tax
CHICAGD ~ =wews €349 incl. Tax
def com | || s7.LOUIS o, & 359 incl. Tax

Travel Agencies 1002
NEED A

maver  HOMESICK
= = RECINPE.?

"What were YOU

Law

Prone: (069) 30 10 72 || Fax: (069) 30 12 68|
David. Court@ T-online.de A&, Frankfurt, Germany

edensstrasse 7
60311 Frankfurt

Auto Parts 180
DEPENDABLE, COURTEOUS & PROMPT

. Simply the Best Service Around!
(NAPRD Try Us and See!
s Serving those who serve America since 1971

www.dmauto.com

D&M,
Ph 516.822.6662

uto Parts
-mail info@dmauto.com
I

i
" cALLTODAY 0700-00-BRACES(272237)
“Weskend & Evening Appolntments Available

Host Fes Sgnficancly Less Than US Milcry
Flxible Payment Plan - Tri-Car Providers
Michael Dilon, DDS + Certfea Orchadontist
s USAF + Univarsty of Maryland

Internet Services 600
Pifner
2 cll e pe221.750050 - DSLFLATRA
O T us: 06221700655 * SAME DAY ACTIVATION
*ALL SERVI

RVICES AND
+ SUPPORT [N ENGLISH

www.greennet.de
DSL Flat Rate €29.90
Unlimited Time & Volume or
£ Internet Dial Up Connection

Phone: 06731-2348
I

Tax Assistance 940

0
Can Your Tax Guy
Get Money This Fast?

Instant Money.

With Instant Money, you can walk in
with your taxes and walk out with a
refund anticipation loan check.Is
your tax guy that fast? Come in and
getinstant Money today.

Call:1-800-HRBLOCK or visit heblock.com for an Office near you.

67 Raten G295 Damstadt
ST THIESTI 78I TekOgIs 6650

o 063

Mainz-tastal 08

Grafanwone
T

Discounted Seats to
the States still available!

Call toll free 0800-5878359

293930
09641-81111

Werld of

TUuil

Mo - Fr 09:00 - 18:00
$a 09:00 - 13.00

Yty s | THE BEST WAY T 26 EUAOPE
our web: www.abctravel.de

% Dant.
Weddings
gy Wk

CityfGroup Tours
Cruises & Famy Ticksts.
-

A new company meeting
all your airline travel needs. 5=
Opening hours Mo-SA from 8am - 6pm

For Reservations Call: 06781 50 82 759

Long Distance
Service 660

Sign Up and get a *Free
800 Number from the US!

Buy
Stripes this On /Off Base
Sunday KUWAIT Cell:  20c
Via DSN Optr:  5.9¢
and every ||| SPAIN: 7.9¢
Sunday to PORTUGAL: 9.9¢
TURKEY: 29¢
get your "
' Fast, Easy Sign Up 24 hrs!
scene: Credit Card) US Bank Debit!
ltemized Manthly Billing!
24/7 Live Customer Support
0-800-1826-224
800-872-252
Spain 900-961-539
US Direct | 1-402-392-7513
E-mail info@militel.net
!
Transportation 944 _ | Financial Services 904
0
Need to Ship ‘
5% 2 LOANS
offering Amarican Service mambars.a full srvice POV
shipment mﬂ:&mﬁﬂnﬁmm Active Duty & Retired Military GS-5 & Above
Call-Fax-Email for IMMEDIATE SERVICE
et $700- $15,000
POV are the same of neartry.

USLOANS

For E-Z Online Service, Visit Our Website at

Toll Free in CONUS at 1-877-2POV-ALN Te 7i Pt
2P0V el. (049) 06371-17222 or Fax 063712633
or within Germany

Super Specials World Wide
All Airlines.
Specialsl Military Fares.
Car Rentals
Last Minute Offers Around the World
Call Christine 06202-270624
———rrr——e
iri_Military Travel International
Over a million airfares worldwide
Aschaffenburgerstr 64 » 63457 Hanau
fox: 06181906690 @ e-mail: mii@mitravel de
Call 06181-906690
Mon - Fri: 9 a.m. Epm_'Sm Nam.-2pm
www.mtitravel.de

L www.miilravele |
DISCOUNT FLIGHTS
Germany to/from U.S.A. - Payment Plan

[ www.flyusave.com

ph: 0180-5007427

e

Travel Center

Standard

Issue Meets
A New

Standard

*

I
*  Now Stars and Stripes % |STARS#STRIPES
* available electronically. Get
your copy for FREE at
estripes.osd.mil

Your Hometown Newspaper

*

Wherever You Go,
We Go.

*

W 0800-57-257.227. E-Mail: USLoanRamstein@aol.com
Yourg be Toll Free Tel. 0800-USLOANS (875-6267)
P Hours: Mon-Fii 0900-1800- Saturday's by appointment

T smssemia Leaing Ameican Miary Lenders

INTERGLOBAL Shipping GmbH| !

Specialized Shipping tofirom the US & Canada
‘Autos, Household Goods, Personal Belongings|

Contoct your Pro’s at the Docks todoy!!
info@interglobalshipping.de|
wwwinterglobalshipping.de

Tel (0421) 340650 Fax (0421)340 6565

Worldwide Loan Services for active
U.S Military. Call toll free:

H

WORLDWIDE SHIPPING AGEN(|

STARSSTRIPES

NITHIT

Germany DB0Dyesloan Italy/ Belgium Dlmﬂﬂyu.s\uans

USA 16TTomaiusa

om

a1 0o 1o wrw.yesomiican
PCS WITHOUT STRESS!

tain
om USA.
Owned an¢
ip.de

Seanwzg

for private party customers
starting March 1,2005,

Ads may be submitted

via post,fax, email, or in person.
Fax: Germany 06155-601-376|
Outside Germany +49 6155-601-376|
DSN 349-8376|

¥ FREE »*
CLASSIFIEDS

Your Hometown Newspaper




PAGE 26 STARS AND STRIPES

March 16, 2005

STRIPES CLASSIFIED

‘advertise with STRIPES CLASSIFIED

FREE AD Guidelines
»Eoe s v s sni 1o OO0 Cord belr iy o el

e S o o et ol
« 2l o ot b i P" i e
o'l o g ity

\.u»oﬂ?mxdﬂm sl
4 You ey reomw ot o, of ke chargr by callng DEN 3459447

= P 0k i b 31 s amcl om. spce vl b

2 S o i reareps o i B vy, rewrhe e o o 9

liswd.

I
(CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING COUPON

CONTACT STRIPES TO PLACE AN AD
24 hour e-mail & fax service

E-mail: freeads@m
Fax: (49) u!;&-ﬂl-sm

ol Address

Stripes e pean Stars K Siripes
iﬁ"{"'{”"m' i R At
Toll Free USA: 1-877-751-8352

s mmmmmmemmmemmmemmmmmmmmmmmmmem e em e e me—eee e som ECRMATION DR DIl RATLE
e Hams i Call Civ: (49) 06155 601212 or DSN : 349-8212
Adeoss: Doy Phaness
Py TN T T T O O G, T OO |
STARSK#STRIPES.
O O S O O W T U N T Silleanb ot
o S e M T o e A (Y I e
Adoption Services 020 _| Automotive 140 | Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Classic Autos 160
acmlmess mameu cwp\e in our | Sony XPLOD car stereo, 50W x - German) 142_| - Germany 142_| - Germany 142_| - Germany 142_ |- German) Yne Dnmg&lﬁ%; Jzi%fsanﬂe
ot il | & ! mounting harduare remol BUW 5351 97 eurt Nissan 3602 Tourng 2004 (US | Seat Ibiza 00 eur, rod, 5 spd. | Work:  asane - Sis6° sho
S S Do onta m | P 760N amp gt B 3261 9. Aty Trs conghion Sheumneon e | on iabi | Mesan 0% Taung 2004bR | 257hdotEn 00 !ummer/wm— Ralph 08304 97282
Karin at hopefulparentshotmail | S00W 12" subwoolerd, appro | Orlental"Blle Sedan, 20K Tari | Conciten: 87k, ies, SWer, arealggas e aé‘ ss’Emz g, | STt At k| s, exc- cond 33K -
com ot monsie S Ch00 o | pemte, Sonn (6 Dot | BBt Sk | G wion COTs R0 Teet | Wl Tonded i Gplon | 6860 o7 B
VB g, 1657k o | e Ghomatcom - | S0 l@u owe;nzo 52 | Dodge Staus 904 et | o6 5550 45 I K | SEAT ot e vy, et Motorcycles 164
mail gt otmail.com of | —————————— (Darm e, o ] fistt aid kit and triangle, lisa P
Announcements 040 _| ¥ ooi8iors e | s ast 200105 sy sz | many new pats 0 Tt 008l | Nosan atma 255, . | Biadasesty 9% MEISE | B mpzanc oo Sigeess
Tt it R Bes il | coer, oLy Sorriino7s SRR v B o | ey e 00w e i
o craneios | | Autos for Sale S con g e | ST e Bl S | vomegor 0170 920 13,3000, call 01788 Ti0T, | 5 EF AL CO W B0 A | OITZ6T75043
S obs ARELE German 14 | owora snocs s S S| hesinliaghyle | ceigen n G2 9 amond | etbadenasa | (G000 MLES) 09 000 | BUELL THUNDEBOLT 530
orwannaa aurcpa et y e snizer peda st ¢ 20000 7138 e 0 1 1T | PO MOISE oo . | Nisgan Masima 02 SE. Siver | 201252200 o 002 7246050, Ef;ci"’\?w e, never dou,
0. pesing. Cal 0171-225-5005 | nau EX o, hp/phéios yanoo. B aomale, vl Tanigned. 26400 miles, excaliont cond’ wwzﬁfgokwm"ﬂm?gmg rman | e s suwnd
FIND 1000s of shops. gc:pw’ 2 Type £ 2001 Us Simimerson afoys S0k migs B8 | il Windone sencn T ] 7, excl cond. snowlires ‘nﬂ,;fg‘a'ggeﬂ
Doz | CESEWENS o e | (| e e S A el R
oposhop.com | tth MRG0 Vorle T | oMW 025 zucz ue socatox | il SRRLS et 07‘75952“””“952’9273“ e e e Ducati 916 98 &K k. immacs
Ea6'030 o7 B0 Rokng | cond. garage ke, sports. e 2T | Dodee Nens?  Exmonse Votvo SO T e Gy | BACELLALE P8 S mmac
Save Time [l Me— U “““‘“%‘7‘?59535 R Ag;,o‘ngm-m 7R o Gkt i Mg, um.p‘m AT et | coind S dSerbent vl
Save Money | AR o Kingen 35| o et o | B, Shep SV £, Ug spec, | olvo, 57500, DSN d2046.
one owner - good condiion | rob 01756-490-729 anylime L promi- Ehake [ an_ofer | fully osded oty wadt, car’ S60 04 R AWD GD | Suzukl 650 2002 savage motor-
Meet New Frionds | EET SRk Bl e pprpen "m“”’;wss;‘ Piw et kel 2o 06 St o l.amﬂa““" Pl | ol oot Tkt
salce 0Bt 67 Saeny e el s | 189355 Dodge SRT4 0 Low mies " Ghradinzrer RIS 8T 50 P | 3088
ales “Eoupons AUDITT ROADSTER o1 J20K | Slariiced ' pass hspteicy | oW ede oe covpe, US Bk circal 175 3a820 Nissan, Terrano 00 2. I | s Va0 2002 1oaces, oo | S IE0 SUZI 01 HA
0+ AMBWCOADK, Euio oo, | Mgt SBai Call Amy "t | iter. “Brbnmiam abort kg, E“E’E’ﬁ,%;‘.%&”'.“’de'masg ot gt "Ew,r"“ 55200 ocated b\u;n 270od mne: “Si6i000 | MILES SERIOUS. INGUIRIES
M tallic Green w/Gveen Leather 01758283084 av\ganon suinroof, xeon, '6od | §75, in KYQW il ag/ or nigt N 8,000 obo ONLY CALL ANY-
Pre-screened e S g | 000 AT s | ori i ol e PR | otooloosste ME G55 %A O
i, Symnt Tireg 2nd Rine: spsaT 0o 54550 cal o178.6807649 48855 Tocatpd in KTOWN " call ivo V10 01 267 AWD 21K
merchants 28fing 15000 00565 425530 anlmmDTlaﬂ S0 | o 70198 o Ao ‘ym,,h.msgzgmsgs Opel Ascona1988 500.00 guar. -
shipping to RS atkher 301 '92 gray. Automae, | 08y NONLOTB02905596 _ | grveed 10 pass inspection. must 50,& e Varae Pks HD 97 883 Hugger, Custom
: w281 91 oxemaly an, | WoE iy 0 MorS"BEscch | KC pur ncll & SURES | Fora probe 9 Ve, Sepa oxcl | 32010 " sppreciate, Call | 56500 bo.ca G061 flame it ot of oo
APO/FPQ’s msohamc‘a\ Cbnl:g ;';\o iXCEHEM Slah\lny Cumvo\ foor L‘E;\;cﬁ“ SBE\EE mjg(m(“g‘w'hu‘e cmmmmé msls/h\us" \m;ﬂmﬂ cd, | 0160-9650-8993 W miles $7500 obo call
Tocaovews| Free e | | G Saion” &4 e A 717853 2067 P car e opa 18, Spece 57000 71655
s | Oversas nfornaton || | edngs” oot $hS00. Tl | €450 ba 1" 481850 BEETG s - <7880 7ot | SFhofe R0 Chanker, el | HinSisson . alrcondionta | myosumg ‘04 12500 Sueel g
SIE09 224071 anciex@yafio S Tt eIy | 05224021 g8, o SN Burreeh 4 Rencle e Bt mmﬁwgg‘,; el | e e oty il 70
i e o e 2003 06 o, b o o o iow < | B T e 1%555" o | Wpt Loss ran s on
ks 2 inwoostnm i rom sy | SMASELEE RPN Toyota, Gamry LE 2003 US MR I e Pt g Pm &
Sy, b oo i fop | RASUCE i, Green. Hegs 05-06, new 5o ter e s
svoconss con [l ol |t e A Sl DR A T et 55, 20 11T 773 | S2003 ot egtiaic
pre— mies, us Specs, | | aemer alu” parallel-| mi, good condion, $14.700 01 Gopvertle, | pwnor, USspec  with 96 | Kawasaki ER500 2
Antiques 050 | foysioapoeson® 17" 2oon STt ol Phualy | ebd Re's: | S8 £5Tuas raormooht mp‘é“e’s““ne' il K, | it S by a0 Bl spocs» 300 am. owored soat
: [ et S o T ol SRS IR0 0l | Sl e e 28K, 9asd | eated grps, crash bars § 4k
et 1oy ca | BN 31092 becr preond | 5355558 5T oot snenngw;gm% S | ot v 95 sy ux | * Rl 67 Sonards™ | G bk G5 o170 | S kot 1000
any smd\e osh lamr 5 e ETia08s | —————————— | S8 Valte. Mhks interios, 18inch new i VW_Golf Kawasaki Vulcan
B 5 SERRE B8 T ESTR | cu n wp igen, ce | EOEIES) s b 24| 0TS COnT | Oy g Spmon e | W Gol, G180 U5 e | Kgyert W O, G
gugdgmsn W‘c‘wu&“s‘”;”‘ csesba W 318 59 wnte, &oor | 966 Sloning PR nedled | 485 2655 st fly loadd, pw sinoot |yl conteal Remre Gl | Badea’stB st el 6170 | Siver naliBl. ” Honte
aers s, b | Sted Sufvool Serival Gob | eats owered 'susp. | L5 Syt (8 Dofte. Higha
6o, s 3’ saendi? | ocks o ered mp 290 | S99 0w migage, 101600, Sur | BMW 850 C1 03, US spec, V12 | 'S4500 obe. sall 1707507 | ou htsoyseen Frons s Moy | o0 | 30 NN BOaS, cnac,
Bodbe 7500, bl "W | A1, Wk TUSRT37 S00 o | Bl T Co srgnglfi rm Boy Ui, e "Soue. W Golt i vRe19%2 ouo Eackvesx e Sea Bl
raeghone 01763675421 | R "t B AR | yuncal Elate 1999 oxcolent | Gefaog Hamaned™ WS | socca o a5 5 S 36430
Anlvuue upngm plano, beauttu | — R P r—— $35K000, call 0733074855 | Conaion " b4k, "4.600. aéboran | Ties. 89,500 abo, b aza 15" | spocs, me radio, a0 5 sh | T GSise. 635 a62 afer'o M
ErESIEl b T e S, e | 200 i U Esn‘{,”"f“‘&““ o U5 g STBOSTL 750 oreL o ons | 351800 585" "Bl Ve 5o Casac
i Spon kg, namon lar: | ESEa, S1°°D oo etocl | BN oS S padEs — — 2 o8, Fance 2
E i | B i e e RE ae Bo "?ssv“,"msh fm*zﬁas, e fi e
" o ] i 20bcann v drodn o | engine ahd no ropars, orea | 3 5 A P
Automotive )| ESELTESRCPISSTI | o g, s pyontc SEAS00 1) o 1A SHTE | it ey ek b e, oy, BusesVansiRVs 158 | &gk SAREP of i ociny
r v qrtan | Shdspor D seron, ARy o | ol g e in 900 shape, | 2900 pleaso cal 0172628055 r
Used cars fom 3700t ssoog | B oy () "o R0rE mosiSpubnd, PERPECT S8l | BUM, MA- %% USHRRS, e | $500 i, Wi area, 0. cerd | opel Tigra 97125000 Ki. great | B9, Garauan 04 G olrool e
1| BRI R | S50 I S8, TS| ooy, i o | 220 19 7125000/ e | RO GETAHED SN
R T srames. R | Shod ST Vant STk e | B o 5 : S diendine; e Ut | A 10 Kawasaki ZX9R 01 4300
SiFeSEGheo s St T ORI R | St ™ | e e
Ty S el e qpanp oo o | m Cee : fcac Greal ke, asking 53600
‘Automo 0[S s0aieitse 0ot Piymouth Breze 97 125,000 | Horly Ocysey EX.02 Learr | calloi7o sisands
utomotive 061457543080 mies, Rsking, ssooeeds’ | &0V oad. SESEAEL | Tooiing for used ciser siyle
BV WS 0. o cong 160 | cempecoaest. GO Haver o | St oot 50800 BEG, | ong o Sos e e
bR hai Condiey, GOl offSSsouctl | OSSR EDRORE o e |06 Ao S5 o s cal B
EET I" Tuu[H w"“ n GHElT nEAl ﬂm‘e‘gg‘?bﬂs’a‘l%m;“s& Ln“" E“ L o 7 = S8, v
ims ew” Gres "+ Snow i o " | ponti m 03 4ci red, i va :
tires/rim ing Sl ager, etc. i yrm, M\y \oadeﬂ \nc\udmw Tear anter- SUZLA(I Bandit 600 '96, US
s, 7o peting prad e e g d S e e | MR ot T, many new parts
www.amccarsales.com MW M5 93 great clOnosse e | Stoood. calofrao64ians | gislen "S"?;‘"'\' e s novies o Gt 5006
A i gueat, 9t~ | mazda 3 S 04, us spece. ully | Parscl int (06183 o-Ca
e R HeEe ol ol B oo umnd[\’l\onf%gw"gr?‘kspe% Sk Bani s 00, US
Yohvo 530 WD 2005,S57710 Joivo vIb 2402005, 53005 | ity I ey e g o5 | oo | S L av,;,m?swg,‘s
ORI | Neeaco, €20, e 5| o SIS0 | S o M| 2l T R
R 23-00 o Spor s | K, Soms miaied 000 | GRS sond P | Bafoe i il plbShe ot | BB SR AN AT
3 00 Cony Dol WIS O 0 | auisning condich, il | Bveries KPR oA
S s ™ Tt YR U8 o, e T S
T e 2, 1 BT Tt et T | Ve 72
28,01 Dbgr g S | LT S S ot | Bl et Tewa 8 2957 Sport Utiity Vehicle 172_
B B e ety et B ﬁe‘"sbzasg‘"rw" B R
offoaiasisi | UEStte DO NG | BT, craper, 0 ki | & Bl e el A
Buik Cepury 93 b &3 | G 017 Skonas o |rdlon A e’ B MR B8 st |l O TROST ot i)
aiingd "R SIS | Merendse cigo 99 i Sk Sock, 25500 Qn"y'”"y’fe”&\?“ u% ol | o s 201 e,
s "SBine 51500 C180, 26, 1556, | e i cd B jather ce, o tan
indlos”2" o, e 4100 22"“::2‘:‘7:?3@5 "Ai(&“;ﬂ*“ 747785809 5t dual chméa!csnsensmg pors aﬂ
o0 | L e v | Bl S o | o gty
Chevy Corvette 2001 ext. red, | Loaded leather/wood ram VB remole 5'3’\ "" wmdnw aulo 0611-9277699.
b i 500" mise. | SR SRS B | RSy ol e 88 551,500 CBO. 031765 147.
automatic, perfect cond. fully obo Pesing must sell U.S specs " Chevy Trail Blazer 2004 north
ioaded aihar then “nud and | Mercedes E230 96, loadea. | cal0160. 81457877~ - | Classic Autos 160 2 Yedma B mies iy
fSaect T "$6008 obo. | peBady o low i S s oo
oo R p Sae . faanand v i
o BT S500d85 | Bt Hty Aol | missam anozx 0o 2.2, T S . ko Tty
Volvo V50 T5 AWD 2005, 529,745 Volvo $40 2.4§ 2005, 525.865 e 05 ) g, | B! S{EE iing, Gruso, ALC; | Loaded,Bose Sichmdash Al | spece,  SS0900, obo
v0 2O, S v li 2005, 523. Chevy Impala SS 96 biack, | Hiefeges £130,00 fuaniaarde, S, Key s smm foon | 86,500 miies. mgr:d $13.500
e SRRl =7, ~ 17, =, B i R | o Bt ) < il i1 Rl
%‘mmn/sewm e Cond: orEn $i5%00. umm'%hsazs. o TRy S Tou s,
1z oo K 1 born 02z | R06 CORGE, 408" R | mover_eoo, 33 <pec, | 25F° env\ne | s it - "
womarg || hone kencnsnaarcords | S8oleE ST TIERE |8 sessfam 0" "eail |~ s00'0m, e vQ,}mC\‘gm;;ﬂﬁ;s%S?ma;ﬁ‘n
Cirosn Ax 96 tealgr. Sspd. | Nissan 3502 03 SiverBlk it Plymouth Furyll 85 Conveyt " Soarar dnd
G721 W 60 83 Schweeiu (051196230 17 Babors. e L e ey [ VTR ol Ui B
St 5o e g SETRA] Tk | H L el | el aikes ot R | cEatr oner
'VOLVO GARS MILITARY SALES, ITS A QREAT DEAL SOTE B8 10158 T2 | Sk T s By | RS TS B T et s, 800 o | 81715lo 108 o SRANTERS
o, ST e T | "GN OKaR 08 52 RER R vagaoner @ s Ay,




PAGE 27
. STRIPES -
March 16, 2005 STARS AND
- n n n
1030
i r Center
Sport Utility Vehicle 172 | Bicycles 220 _ | Computers 360 _ | Career Center _ _ _
oy in ks bikes _good
St B8 A (B S <23 sn s’ gt
i oo | & byt B R .
2 0" mis, 50500 (017 5 oW —
R sl S0 ‘@ nexrlraone
St L 5" | ChildCare Offred_230 1““ Y 800HighTech.com Federa
Forg Eaporor Spor Tac 07 i TERS
i e EngisnGomansionsier| 3 Financel o cusrom comeu —
A Bt o ‘speaking lanny :
calbaara OV/G B0VLTAS0 | SHECK e 1750 . Fracbors | L 2 PP Senior Technician
Topea Tacoma_ e 2008 | " en el Er7550i5T0
NG % | & rporienced N i . . . I
e | o estern e e"“‘ Home Electronics 570 _ | Pets 2 NextiraOne Federal is seeking Network Technicians and
JEEP Grand Cherokee 1997 | Refe ll 0163-205250€ 2
8 "Specs, 1O el S—— " Mitsubishi _projection urchase of listec ts is at P o H 1
P o, TS G| Expeeces, hany, Bt Vi oonich e | oachiss, cheted pet s 2 Administrators to provide on site support services to operate
B ol eman speaking, excel Reeren- | XG0 rons ecommends.iroodna ,
s ezvs;s e | O | Pt e o e oS8 mombash 55 and installed Local Area Network systems. These
Jeer ran pro} 2 1200.00, ual * v | fore any purchase
LA TR | Nooo _cependatie eiceare | 1200 e 1 Svork A
ey bl sty e Lrosut ey secsls e o | O o oo Free 2 ie Gerbis wage and positions are located at US Army facilities in the Mannheim
i (S TS | ol e Kos ‘ | i o in the Mannhei
AL S e — (ol igmgxeyfz": (‘Edwe(s":er{wggr;‘vgi!{ area in Germany. The successful candidates will have a
$5e Sheotes geies | Chid Care Wanted 300 o e 5300, stmsanry m“nsaugmmh minimum of two years of experience in administering and
FESTE ey [ Epppe—— nimun
cep i e 5 o7 | S ST e M. s if"ljzg"“f:‘;;"“;; maintaining campus based Local Area Networks. Foundry
SRR BRI L | e O o B | s e e 10w b 3 . ) ; ith Inside
s 2 a,m"":’a';’”acdo i |y vt B p Feveoen Y | by e ol Sl experience desired. Must have experience with Inside and
& Rondior"ons e I i prce o o | et " ncies” an - supplis, ns
7ﬁ g bl A ers S35 550 | o5 77;55"' s’ Outside Plant test and installation. Must be a US citizen and
[ R hrre— plsse | = wod rome o e A T SR
FOIEY LofbieS! '“w"fn"p;ii@%i' Eveamm chid YE‘nghs; speakc s Fiownt ‘C:\Mah;a oo have a current or be able to obtain a US security clearance.
i S | T Shnie € S
ea S et 00108 < | dar i hiien. b héeds i A " I
S e s S| L0702 000 i Fsaeutor. S %08 | Hanion: Sases sl Soh Other Voice and Data technical positions available in the U.S.
b0 Di6o s 9989 - Wi SSE000 ponter 55 0% | * “at a3t riaire
Land Rovr Dscovery SE 97 Collectibles 350 €D Plaver 87500 Caloist | - e
o, s st svoor o Sssess | T | FRENCH POODLE MINATY . . . \
3 ot Sas sy ggiiss | Interested in bujing Hummel | S carai docodsr wih den. | neae, Sralreed) dronthe, NextiraOne Federal is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
e R T e M Sapers. Mitoonp, Shos
(Garmisch). please call 06223-862871 Health Certificate. He's ~ve v
ro—— - Sran an heaihy, oo i S sume to:
Em e Ebbé"gm ja‘ues‘c& 4| Computers 360 | Miltary ttems 720 |5 Ay e 5 G Send resum
o B nee ey e o pr, | (EvonnEAT 255508 Lorraine Pavelchak
oo im0 5 o | 5 T | now B oy, Gross Diube.Sh: pe—— T
Nesan o 50 O S| COMPUTERGI] | e s o S | tose e ke sne warn 3
e T A EIGOMBUTERSH occ s s S Bl W nextraOne
0 milea Two “12nch (]! | | e——— cining Training. Could also go
080t 55 o '$756E | [o O MONE W BOVIN - ,;’, R % ; ; don, VA 20170, USA
or ”"9‘5 umpin -y eet, Suite 200, Herndon, s
0OBO." Oeceis0iseo e LOW mmgms. Musical Instruments740 Fme,memam taar 510 Spring Str ¥ :
ssqp Xerra e . ail your resume to:
Vst TRar S35 660 S Ioano G Sages olecc utar Lang o1 2 e, oty Also, you may e-m: you
2 Toreoaizn” 0700 2032 2255 | EUNRA SIS el lorrainSpevelchal tollerst oot
PA| v w.goarmype.com Jlsriiim i i 0-7624) " ca
f,;,’:’:en'j;";;;' o Dyer goo | ISTOCMMBIIIHR, b, wih shaiieel iy | (RULIORICUISES, et
g S, Ul pased | oSN oo nuta by AGFED | PSNES Biage e Gt | e——
i S50 6o Bicen c | o a2 T MLACTR | Ko i) meors, ot o prry .2
et oJobizerre i Bl condion |yeas o4, Badk o0 gty
"’Yoa RAV‘ ‘0“2 Dg/s Pé‘ Wanted and good running PC 100.00 Call 017559 g\elc;g“‘;.(nunhp\:au call 0611-565 1
il “ond ST oo | hat doos NOT. have XP saft osbadon area . o
o A yare il soncidr g or| PCS Sale T80 | oere 1o mone nextiraonefederal
Yo Touareg, 2001 R b it S e Y loven e "hass *ana
g E: coders, sky receiver, | animals, for_sale \ease oaH
sl 031 p::m’ym‘c% AR s G el et | 8105 o m
R " d, alc unit, small Ktchen g with papers - — " 10
ol B8 82 oA 050 T ——— i 2 rting Goods 980 | Travel
Furiture 510 e i | e o o o g o | HoUSe Fuished 976 | Satlie Televsion 932 | Spoting
55207507655 | i menay. et nek o —
Trucks 174 _ | ique Oak Drop Leat table w4 | 2 e o biadBeagie i | Dream falan Vacaton house_ | varted -ufn decoder and setel wak i Sof U AET
anle ook, chas, excalent| Fans 220 votl $10.00 sact | Gocd o cord ETC. hat 10 | D e S50 E. mnet 5 . | fanie - docoder and st Nomkc Trackor Wak Fi Sof| LUXUENAPT e
ma TR0, L | Sndon 5636 "o i 5856, T e S0 | o000 738, ET el P A B [yt
Iy o i i cmginr 2 |3 217090 e nvbaden oo Condhon Grsa 0 e o
S exielr:‘deél cagmauay "::9 P ——— ‘1;,5 100,00 e CA ANy 3| wate frmag o e | o fo
Aiboatc oI | Aiaue ok o - "
Sefe oy inoons: s s cak o Bt |2  esase eal 0635 4330208 e Unfurnished 878 | Sporting Goods 980
P s Py 21336200 | Housy
i T 05T 51 T A ] (rewepy——
e mies betore ome. pugty by | 201 Deplr for Sl & b | 202 Spailze HardBok o 1
Auto Parts 180 | For e © Bob Timberake | fnc uncalchar 20 ez byloro lowng hame, puppy. prefeted. | 2001 O v,,veam Sl 4 bed o Travel 000
wood Windsor chais Two s cums“f sve;s, L SR el o Sing S, gure ool e | Cineas and e s, e
ams, 480 “ouro. " Call i 06734) 251-68 Mainz Kastl loh 5 Socomputr_nciud .
chhe';osfgagv‘shﬂxv" 14 | 06224147720, Heideloerg | i mer 300, Ao | | -GARMISCH SKING:
free, " o i ra erf \m lu_indoor fotel Fors
Giprment on-3 Sars, I, | FOF SALE red motal bunkbed | moving sa. ol tems must go-| PetGrooming 824 | yusio Lessons 918 | e T i of Garisch 1o aiseuna
S e S M S : o Se B e
forthe setor 4, 00720-9517d | SA00 0SS0 S0 CEN | b clant Scrmauzer puppies slag— Guter esons fr uding rock | TOTALOYM  exerese e | Goos wotame Gz o 2
. | O aineerg housing et woed WIh o | St S 1 e ok | oot sl o po e
leed 1995 Isuzu, Rodeo patts papers. also pure’ ShiTzu, 01702422882 message 0341409197
BBl =i ol it 5 B Lo ot g | P re——— —
Top conputer” desk_on omsfor - - p—
I S | Eaey S bl et B e B Sallte Tlvison 62145525 5455 Jobs Ofered 600
b M | S S | ot Gl oo | Real Estate 850 | socoeror7ase | 1 e o 0161 46701 o
dsine hem. 530 pionse "can | fumiture-for sale-oak wardrobss | $360.00, ant. Furniurs. gorman 075 sn
ST o 008 O |t sdenen oS nwiend | o ST e sparmens ang Homos o rnt a AAFES contacn e bl
B i i LT e ISR, S5 P | Jobs Offered 80| [ e
B |5l fridgo 100, ranstomers | __cell Te e
res 215:60-15 for sale set of 4 | Sl smuw«““m n
lSoaso Tl usod for 1 yer | sauderset,cresser iy mivor, | €56 Ui conione Darmstadt 4 bedr. app. with vapostfa, emai, o in person.
L i e s S b i o S | pam o CENTRAL TENAS COLLEGE CISIESEEIRIY || st it
res, o1 of four lda 205515 "v““”ng' oom é’aw wius o 's?m b oo s i ca 5257 509866 ] c,unmuzmumﬁumim v
S Sozson, Gomes Wi 4 | e ARG | e prev— i
= S AT f2ge. 3 bedreams, ‘a;ggh;‘;‘"g
—_— po | PasantoPesen o0 B 8P Data Analyst Position —— )
i unkoed fo pretomaly ‘voun Y 19 i o wigsoa
AuloRepars 182 | iitese oty WAL b1 & e cge woman, |G Ssd” RSy
ke R ey ] F Fuline posiion with benis in S Developer
Need Your Transmission or ool oo || Fuie re Dev.
e Overnauieds GallJorn o 1 resed i sring | Properynvestos ocking > position a
i . Household tems 560 _| ninadiy Becee”emsne’s | Bl i A58 || \arnheim Germany, $24,000 FE, oftw. P
—| onine e, call 171 5100837 e nd five :
Baby ltems 200 _ | Washer and sy, 220 o, 1o S 2 | year. Efme':;s ,gqej:zz = g ||| US Government Contrsactor is
Sabyltems 200 | nerused ity i post| ol ndepers o )
Rotsing > oy 1"year "5 | Som, ok ke to meet 3 s | Apartment Unfurm 856 || YE2'S exp forGualy |||seeking applicants for Software|
Step 2 Dream st odder | washo S30000. iyl Sec g\e ‘orofessional, - working, | Apartment Unfurn 856 and analyzing data for ality D i T positions at
oy Wheod | 25105, “Cll” Ky ot | G ot Shscs mh | ear Dt oud eaton || Gomtrol Plam and productivity reports eveloper p
oy o whesied | S35 3 R v picuro Floass, St me | Noar Darmstadt good locaion, port 4
glwvsf‘ve.iezmbelylh‘ee hien | o1 roapasost avodra a%‘gwgw ‘ i Mainz-Kastel, Germany.
n "o please ol e o o s 3 I !
S 2 e e 1 | o To apply contac Full-time long-term position.
ool rugs from ‘unisia. | Petg UL Robin Ulrich I
210 o ,'smg o 5 . R Saiicas Java and Mod-Perl with
Beaul Dot el 06407-401-£08. o | 7 Month Ok Full breed Maltss Aparment Fum 860 Human Resource Servi hasis on SQL
ftcen | ST 190427 i (et | ANl i 20233 APO, AE 08165 or empl .
bl T o058 S | S5 0" S0, © 096419245 mporary lodging, eff apart- rabin.ulrich @eurcpe.ctcd .edu Please email HR@acs-global.net
ke 1 staite, I e ognal | S, 3 e | Temporay loding, ot apat > e
oo, 8 argan "% 805 | N Sand sz o | Freo 02 goo oo coscgted | TArt ) e Lo or details.
b S0 s $sCal| Rl S Eonct S | Bl Waarshr .
Gebsererotdinhg - °" | Geposabsems Cal anytme 01753258001




PAGE 28

- STARS AND STRIPES

March 16, 2005

The Associated Press

Now the Chicago Cubs have
two injured aces.

Mark Prior will be out indefi-
nitely because of inflammation
in his right elbow, joining fellow
fastballer Kerry Wood on the
sideline for a while.

‘Wood, slated to start on Open-
ing Day, is out with bursitis in
his right shoulder.

Cubs trainer Mark O’Neal
said Monday the 24-year-old
Prior has some inflammation in
the elbow joint and a little irrita-
tion to the ulnar nerve.

Prior, an 18-game winner in
2003, missed the first two
months of last season because of
right Achilles’ tendinitis and
stiffness in his right elbow. Last
July, he missed a start because
of discomfort in the elbow. But
Prior and O’Neal said the cur-
rent injury is not related to last
year’s problem.

Prior made his Cactus League
debut Thursday, throwing three
innings against Seattle. He said
Monday that while doing some
routine postgame exercises, he
felt discomfort in the elbow.

Cubs General Manager Jim
Hendry said Prior saw elbow
specialist Dr. Lewis Yocum last
weekend and had a precaution-
ary MRI on Sunday.

“’I'here is no damage to the
nerve,” Hendry said in Mesa,
Ariz. “The ligament remains ex-
actly the same from the MRI
last year.”

Pnor was supposed to pitch
Tuesday against Kansas City but
will miss that start. O’Neal said
that in addition to rest, Prior is
taking anti-inflammatory medi-
cation and the Cubs would see
how he responds before deter-
mining when he will begin
throwing again.

Prior is scheduled to make his
first start on April S at Arizona,
the Cubs’ second game of the
season.

Wood played catch on flat
ground Monday, testing his

Bad news for Cubs:
Prior out indefinitely

Spring training

right shoulder. Pitching coach

Rothschild  said the
right-hander felt fine, and he
could throw off a mound on
Wednesday.

Rothschild said he expects

ood and Prior to be ready to
make their first start of the regu-
lar season.

Yankees closer Mariano Riv-
era also has a sore right elbow,
but his problem is not consid:
ered serious. out at
least a few days with mild bursi-

tis.

“It's not a major concern,”
manager Joe Torre said in
Tampa, Fla. “He will probably
pm:h by the end of the week.”

Rivera is not concerned, and
expects to be ready for Opening

Day.

“T threw yesterday and every-
thing was fine,” Rivera said.
“Today, I got to the field and it
felt like my elbow was a
sore. It’s a little swelling in the
elbow. I'll be ready for the sea-
son.”

At Bradenton, Fla, Todd
Ritchie told the Pmshurgh Pi-
rates that he plans to retire, end-
ing his comeback bid after miss-
ing nearly two seasons because
of a right shoulder injury.

The Los Angeles Dodgers got
much better news about Brad
Penny in Vero Beach, Fla,
where he had an impressive
65-pitch bullpen session.

Penny threw 14 b
balls — the first he’s thrown this
spring as he continues to recov-
er from a nerve injury in his
right biceps last season.

“I felt really good,” he said.
“Even the changeups were
good, which surprised me be-
cause it was the first time I'd
thrown them.”

f his next session goes well,
it’s possible Penny could pitch
in an exhibition game within
one week.

Selig to testify on Capitol Hill

Lawyers for three subpoenaed players work
to get them excused from Thursday’s hearing

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Major League
Baseball gave a congressional
committee about 400 pages of doc-
uments on drug testing and said
commissioner Bud Selig was will-
ing to testify at Thursday’s hear-
ing on steroid use.

Lawyers for Jason Giambi,
Frank Thomas and Rafael
Palmeiro asked the committee to
withdraw subpoenas for their cli-
ents, and lawyers for players and
the commissioner’s office contin-
ued to negotiate with committee
staff Monday, trying to narrow the
scope of questioning. Bob DuPuy,
baseball’s chief operating officer,
and Rob Manfred, the executive
vice president in charge of labor
relations, were in Washmgton to

Commissioner Bid Selig said in a
statement, “I am proud of the
progress baseball has made on
the subject of steroids and perfor-
ing drugs and look

meet with the staff.

Just three days before the hear-
ing, it remained unclear whether
Mark McGwire, Giambi, Curt
Schilling and other current and
former stars would testify before
the House Government Reform
Committee.

Former AL MVP Jose Canseco
and Schilling are the only players
who have said they are willing to
appear in Washington on Thurs-
day.

Selig, who initially offered a top
aide as a substitute, reversed
course Monday and offered to ap-
pear.

“I am proud of the progress
baseball has made on the subject
of steroids and performance-en-
hancing drugs and look forward
to sharing this information with
the committee,” he said in a state-
ment. “The players stepped up
this past January for an even
stricter drug policy beginning
this season demonstrating that all
of us in baseball are committed to
reaching zero tolerance.”

forward to sharing this informa-
tion with the committee.”

Sammy Sosa, Thomas and
Palmeiro were subpoenaed last
week along with Canseco, whose
recent book alleged several top
players used steroids. Union head
Donald Fehr also was summoned
along with Manfred, baseball ex-
ecutive vice president Sandy Al-
derson and San Diego general
manager Kevin Towers.
Canseco has asked for immuni-
ty in order to speak more freely.
The committee consulted the
Justice Department but didn’t ex-
pect to hear back until Tuesday
evening, according to Canseco’s
lawyer, Robert Saunooke.
Saunooke said players were un-
sure whether the committee had
power to grant immunity from
both federal and state prosecution.
“There’s a part of me that would
like to believe that once immunity
is granted by Congress, there’s not
a state prosecutor who would
thumb their nose at this,” he said.
In its subpoena last week, the
i asked for 11 types of

STRIPES CLASSIFIED

documents, including current
and past drug-testing agreements
and policies going back to 1970,
test results from 2003 and 2004,
past management bargaining pro-
posals and studies, and details of
action since 1990 re-

Jobs Offered

ManTech

Defense Systems Group
Put your military experience to the test supporting US Soldiers and the War On
Terror. ManTech Defense Systems Group is looking for qualified personnel to
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Sr. Operations Officer, Readiness Officer Property Book Officer, Senior
Systems Analyst Admin Support, Facility Coordinator

Minimum SECRET clearance required.
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Apply at www. ManTech.com
E-mail resume to:eric.dunlap@hg.amceur.army.mil

lated to drug use. It also asked for
results of tests since given to play-
ers subject to “cause” testing, a
group that includes Darryl Straw-
berry and Dwight Gooden.

“We gave them roughly 400
pages of documents, substantial
compliance with all of the issues
they identified in their subpoena
relating to our policies and our ag-
gregate numbers,” said Stan
Brand, a lawyer for the commis-
sioner’s office.

Asked what was not turned
over, Brand responded: “We pre-
sented them with the gross fig-
ures, how many people were test-
ed and how many turned out posi-
tive and for what. We did not give
anything relating to individual
tests and results.”

Brand said that because of the
short time period, baseball could
not assure the that all

relevant information had been
submitted.

“Under the circumstances, I
think we're pretty confident we
got all that they identified,”
Brand said.

Committee staff spent Monday
examining the documents.

“I don’t think they have a sense
of what's in there,” Robert White,
a spokesman for committee chair-
man Tom Davis said.

David Meclntosh and Michael
Kantor, lawyers for Giambi,
Palmeiro and Thomas, sent three
letters to the committee. They
asked that Giambi be excused
until after the prosecution is over
with because of his grand jury tes-
timony.

“Giambi became the focus of
extremely negative publicity, not
only throughout the nation but
worldwide,” they wrote. “He will
have to live with this stigma for
the rest of his life.”

For Palmeiro, they said “to re-
quire that he come to answer
baseless charges is unfair.” And
for Thomas, they said traveling to
Washington “could have adverse
circulatory effects that could sub-
stantially impede Mr. Thomas’s
recovery” from ankle surgery.

Davis, a Virginia Republican,
has threatened to cite any subpoe-
naed witness who doesn’t appear
for contempt of Congress. He also
has said one of the seven players
summoned might be excused,
most likely Giambi, who testified
in 2003 before a federal grand
jury investigating illegal steroid
distribution.

A Yankees official, speaking on
the condition of anonymity, said it
was increasingly likely that Giam-
bi will be excused. However, the
subpoena cannot be formally with-
drawn until the committee hears
from the Justice Department.

Each witness is required to sub-
mit 100 copies of his opening
statement to the committee by
the close of business Tuesday, ac-
cording to White. But he added
that the deadline for statements
often is not strictly enforced.

The union and player agents
have discussed whether to offer
to have a few of the players make
statements to the committee but
not answer questions, but the
players’ representatives were not
all in favor of that strategy.

Brand said baseball also was
willing to have Alderson testify.

White House press secretary
Scott McClellan said the hearings
were a congressional matter but
added: “Major League Baseball is
responding to the message that
&hey heard. They have taken an
important step to confront the
problem. They’re expanding test-
ing and increasing penalties.”

Sen. Jim Bunning of Kentucky,
a Hall of Fame pitcher invited to
testify Thursday, said baseball’s
antitrust exemption might have to
be re-examined if changes aren’t
made to the sport’s drug-testing
program, which was recently mod-
ified to include a 10-day penalty
for first-time offenders.

AP Sports Writer Howard Fendric

n
o this report.
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York, Pa. 99, Wi 80
King's, Pa. 85, Ramapo 7E

‘At Amherst S,
Potsdam 67, St. John Flsher 43
Rochester 69, Am! ||1
calvinTs, wss-ssmm'tanege 60
Albion 80, John Ca H 79

Satur
Wis.- Stever\st 61 Yrmv( Yexasss
hwnn
York,Pa. 70, Kinots e
Amerst, Mass.
't Albion, Mich.
Calvin 60, Albion
ndnyv March 18
mifinals
¥ Saemn va,
Rochester (24-4) vs, Calvin (26-6)
Wis.-Stevens Pt. (27-3) vs. Vurk Pa. (27-3)
Women’s NCAA tournament
PNILAD PHIA REGIONAL
st Rous d
samnhy, h 19
At Rellmo;lsAr!nﬂ
rth Carolina State (21-7) vs. Middle Ten-
nessee State (23-4 8%
s Tech (22-7) vs. Texas-Arlington

st;
(12

unday, March 20
At lmmpsnllll—aolmg Arena

New Mexico (6.4 s PLidu: (16-12)
(Tcnr)\csscc (26-4) vs. Western Carolina

Kansas State (2379 vs. Bowling Green

@37

Vanderbilt (22-7) vs. Montana (22-7)
‘Sunday, March 20
At The Garmpel Pavilion

connecticut (23112, Bartouth 17:10)
Florida State (25.1) %, Kichmond (23:7)

st Koo
saturday, March 19

Virginia (20.10) v on

Minnesota (24-7) V. St. Francis, Pa. (2
ave ifart Center
Fresno, Calif.

Arizona State (22-9) vs. Eastern Kentucky

zr]i%«)re Dame (26:5) vs. UC Santa Barbara

AtBank of America Arena
‘Seattl

eattle
Baylor (27-3) vs. Iifingis State (13-17)
Texas Christan (75 9 v bregon (20.9)

AtThe bean k. . Smith Center

Notn Carolitg X515 - Coppin state
Mississippi (19-10) vs. George Washington

Second Round
Women’s Div. Il tournament

Regional Finals

londay, March 14

Solll

Raleigh, N.

Shaw 67, Carson, Newman 5

@28

Central Arkansas 76‘ 88 on state 61

Charleston, wsva N Andcrson sc.n
infal,

Washburn €31 Empona State %
Seattle Pacific ss Cal sme-cmco )

At Auemale
Grand Valley S't‘ £ Quincy d6”

Vo
ind FofkeohD.

st loud At iast. pau,

Minn.

Werrimadk 85 ety
uarterfinals
i flot Sorings Ark

SRS e Bhack 08.5)
Ssat(le Pacific (28-2) vs. Grand Valley
ate
Charleston, W. Va. (29-4) vs. Washburn
Shaw (32-1) vs. Central Arkansas (27-6)

Women’s NIT

Tulsa (19108 AL AR
v (09)at western Kemuck; g9
mmms (17-12)at ndiara State (2

3 Sonzaga 073

) B
F\unda(ll 14) at 1 00100
SOl EA8) 30 De\aware( 5.5)

Vissiesippl“State A7-11) at” Arkansas
stat

YU (19-10) at Southwest Missouri State

Nebraska (17.13) at Marauette 18-11)
st Michigan' (35:7) at Kentucky

Villanova (19-11) at chattanooga (4-4)

Chariotte (22-8) at Wake Forest (14:13)

Wiaine (20-9) at West Virginia (17-12)

UNLV ([6-13) at Arkansas (1

Crelthcm (io:9) atlow

state (20-10) 2t Texas A&M-Corpus

Christi (22

Tennls

Pacific Life Open

Monday
At The ndian Wells Tennis Garden
n Well Cal
asters); Women,

purse: Me"iz‘l "mm "’J

riace; Hard

Andy Roddick (3). urmcu btates, def. i
Novak (26), Czech Republic, 6-1, 6-
Tim Henran @), Bémam def. Jurgen Melz-
ed states, def. An-
O Ctas Keter ooy Germany‘ def. Gauston
Gaudio &) Argentina, 63
jalbandian ' (105, Aragen na, def.
onas erkman 5weaen,é-
do (12), Spai, def. Tinomas
Encuist b

e
eden, A0
ety Copsalcs (1. Gl def. James
Blake, United States, 6-4, 0-6,6-3.
Guillermo Coria (3), Argentina, def Pam—
dorn Srichaphan (31) Thaland, 64,6

Lindsay paven ﬁon o tea states, ger.
megna6 ZShaug nessy (27), United States,

62
harapova (3), Russia, def. Dinara
Safng Q3] Kb 6 D o,
Nadia Petrova (&) Fussla, def; Lisa Ray-
mond (31 United States. &7 (163,63
Fahm\azulu 9), C ief. Dar
Ia Hantuc] 53) Slovak\a‘ s 562,
Viktorya Ktz Uiaire, Amy Frazier
(m, umted States. 63,6
Mary Piorce (20) {ices e Nicole Vaidis

ova, Czech Rey ublic, 6-4, 6,
es ica rkland (Jnited states, def. Jil
as, United
Ritisie Bec P France, dot. samantha

StoAR ) Australe o6 ) TR !

College baseball

Monday’s scores

George WashingtR, Buffalo
eorge Washington 9, Buffalo
lhk

Berry 2, West Florida
ethel tem. o D e Hardeman &6
Birmint uthern 12, Butler
campbeusv-ue 3,umon, enn.
Gentenary 10, Wiley

Columbia alrle\gthckmsons

Uiberty §, Marshall 3
iy 5 6 Bugknell 2
a8, Val

India
Massachis nsa Miami (Qhio) 0

Union, Tenn.0
North Carolma 11‘ Prmce(on 4,
North Dakota

Angelo st 1, M-

Kakoo 11 innings
Cleveland st. 11-

Vier 2
st 1

Missouri 12, Youngstown St.

Southwest St., Minn. 11-11, Wayne, Mich.

-8

Tarleton St. 6-6,St. Francis, Il 5-5
THWEST

. Nazarene 9, Mchurry &

Brigham Younc Csu Pueblo 1
18 4a

signed RHp Hayden Penn, RHP Brian Forys:
d RHP Marino Salas to t
leagie cam

DSaX—O&mmed LHP Abe Alva-
ez S0 INF Alerandro Hachado to Pawtuck:
of the P Chiis Smith to Portiand o

i
B Caoma leaﬁue Reass\gned INE
Perez and OF C

eague cam

oy
ip Ambres to their minor

INDIANS—Optioned RHP Jere-

javi Herrera, INF Jose
Jake Gautreau' to their
MoRoan e ciy

S CITY K RO%AI.S oEuoned mnfmm
ha o

ips the
4 Ben Bace, P
P bevon Lowery and 28 bonnie Tty
exas League. Reass\gned

OF Adrian Brown, RHP
4P ROBErtd aifon t thelr

ron Embry,
Sieves temie and |
minor leagu

LS A "KNGELS —Reassianed RHP
VO Stertcbach, AU Bob Zimerman, R
Delvin James, LHP Tim Bittner, C Ryan Budde
and € Bobby Wilson to their minor league

INESOTA TWINS —Optioned RHP Travis

Garett jones and

\Nﬂ.mskadngunzto Hochester ofthe . Op-
ed LHP Francisco Li

OF TS £1 and R St Tylor o Fort M ars

of the FSL. Reassigned 28 [uis Maza and INF

n Wiliams and OF Josh Rape to. their

—Reassigned C
Whittaker to ther, o Ieague camp. Op-
on Amold and NF Jofm amg
of the IL and INF Raul Tabl

iguel Negron, and
Hampshire of the

=

Tim

rkins t0 New

Tony Mill
league camp,

LOS ANGELES nomms—weasswgned LHP
Ryan Ketcl

var pson,
Orlando Rodrigez, RHP Jog! Hanrahar, INF
James Loney, INF belvyn voung, OF Tydus
Meadows and OF Jon Weber to their minor
league st Lg
PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES—Optioned RHP
Keith Bucktrot, P Zack Seqovia, 38 Juan Rl
Chardson-and OF Ghris Roberson io. thel
inor leagde camp. Reassigned INF-OF Jonn
Castellano, C Tim Gradoville and OF Jorge Pa-
dilato their minor league cam,
EGO PADRES—Optioned RHP Brad

hner, LHP Derek Thompson, LHP.
I
m

ptione
Bake) and Kb Chris OXeptina. L Rasty
Tucker, INF Josh Barfield, INF Tagg Bozied
and INF Corey Smith to Portland of the PCL
and Lo Sean Thompson to Mopic ofthe St

Francis Befiran on the o0-Gay DL O tvoncd
RHP Jos| w Orleans of the bl
and M kel O Ieamsing o the

gned RHP Dan Smith to their A
Teague camp

National Basketbal Association
ATLANTA HAWKS - Placed C Michael Stew-
rton the njured lst Actvated G Tony Delk
from the injured i
GRizzLIEs —placed G Andre E-
ivated G Dahntay

Jones from the inj
MINNESOTA TIMBERWOLVES—Placed C
Ervin Johnson on the injured list; Activated F
ddie Gnﬂmfroml 5; od [ist,
Basketbalil Association
ABA-Cranced a team o Honolunu o the
2005-06 season.

‘Women's National Basketball Association

N COMETS—Signed F  Jocelyn

red 6.

HOUSTO!
Illinois Tech inguard 9
San Francisco 10, 0na 1 penn.
Acar hm’ﬁ'&ﬁmc llnnonal rolm.bnll
Evansvile 7 N, llingis? o e B2 R E 2 Teson prc-
lassic CINCINN \TI BENGALS—Si ned DT Bryan
lowa 2 Fider's Repincantos thicedy coftact. ™
ider 6, Long Island U. 4 ROWNS. leminated e
Eradley 16, Long Island U. 3 ourtney Brown. \g ned DT
Jason F\sk KD a three ear con ra
—Re-signed 'S Ly
Scottand L6 ReNONel
MIAMI DOLPHINS —| Released FB Rob Kon-
i NEW YORK DT Norman
Monday’s AW

BALTIMORE ORIGLES™ om?oned 18 Walter
Young, RHP John Maine and C EI! Whiteside
foOttdwaofthe ILand LiP Adam Loewen

Pederick of the Cardlina League. Rens.

ANK MCNAMARA

THE PUBLIC LOVES THE LONG BALL
THEY'RE NOT 606 TO HOLD OUR
FEET TOO CLOSE TO THE FIRE TO
MAKE STEROID TESTING STRINGENT.

MSEH[I.

YEAU, BUT THE MEDIA WiLL, AND
CONGRESS LISTENS TO MEDIA. WE
HAVE TO MAKE CONTINGENCY PLANG.

PLAYERG AREN'T THE ONLY
THING ON THE BASEBALL

FIELD THAT CAN BE JUICED.

(oS

wo;\“r PEOPLE WATCHING
ON TV BE ABLE TO GEE THE
RADIOACTIVITY WARNING?

A HAVE [T, YOU CAR MESS)

OAKLAND RAIDERS—Re-signed DE Bobby
Hamilton to a three-year contract,

L SAN FRANCISCO af

y Allen. Named
Sitength and conmuomn%coach

WEST VIRGINIA CONFERENCE - Suspended
the WVU Tech athletic teams from regu:
Ao Charmionekips and

lay for one year because of unspecified vio-
ations.

CONNECTICUT—Suspended  freshman
men's basketball G Antonio Kellogg indefi-
nitelyfor awiolation of team policy.
USETTS Fired  Steve Lappas,
men's basketball co:
MONMOUTH, N.J.—Named Michele Baxter

women = baskelbal coach.
MORNINGEIDE-Narmed " Aaron
women's volleyball ct
K (TATE Anriounced the resig
pation of Jule'Goodenough, women's

Kc(b allcc
¢ SraTe Fired Judy spoelstra,

wamen2 baskeibal cogeh
‘SAN DIEGO—Announced the resignation of
Kathy Marpe, women's basketball coach,

terson, men's
baskeman ‘coach.

—Named Doug Wojcik men's basket-
bal coach

Nelson

INI( amed Jim McLaughlin direc-
tor of armez
VIRGINIA- unced the resignation of

pete Gllen mens basketbal coach. Named
Levern Belin defensive line coach.
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Spurs forward Tim Duncan grabs a rebound in front of Hornets forward P.J. Brown during the third quarte:

San Antonio on Monday. Duncan had 18 points and 13 rebounds after missing the past two games.

Heat, Spurs keep the top up

The Associated Press

Shaquille O’Neal looked at the
big picture after the streaking
Miami Heat moved into a virtual
tie with Phoenix and San Antonio
for the NBA’s best record.

“I wouldn’t say I'm im-
pressed,” O'Neal said. “I'd just
say that the job is not done. It's
not even almost done.”

On Monday night, Dwyane
Wade scored 29 points on
10-of-12 shooting in just 26 min-
utes, O’Neal added 21 points and
the Heat led by as many as 40 in
their 110-71 home victory over
the Milwaukee Bucks.

“Everyone’s clicking at the
right time,” Wade said. “Our
teamwork is great, and it’s com-
ing together at the right time —
right before the playoffs.”

It was the third-largest victory
margin in franchise history for
Miami (49-16), which has won a
league-best nine straight overall
and 13 in a row at home.

Phoenix and San Antonio are
48-15. San Antonio routed New
Orleans 112-89 on Monday night,
and Phoenix was idle after beat-
ing Denver on Sunday night.

The Heat, who can clinch a
playoff spot with a victory in New
York on Tuesday night, are 8%
games in front of second-place
Detroit in the Eastern Confer-
ence.

Miami has won its past nine by
an average of 17.6 points.

“Ive never experienced any-
thing like this before,” said Eddie
Jones, who added 10 points. “I
just think it's great. If we can con-
tinue to do that, that's great. All
we're going to do is continue to
get better if we do that.”

Michael Redd had 14 points for
the Bucks. Milwaukee, 2-8 in its
past 10 road games shot 32.1 per-
cent in its most lopsided loss of
the season.

Roundup
NBA)

“We didn’t execute at all,”
Bucks forward Desmond Mason
said. “We didn’t step up and play
basketball. You can rank tonight
as one of our worst outings.”

Spurs 112, Homets 89: At
San Antonio, Tim Duncan had 18
points and 13 rebounds in his re-
turn to the San Antonio lineup
after missing two games because
of a sprained right ankle and tight-
ness in his back.

While Duncan returned, point
guard Tony Parker missed his
first game of the season because
of a quadriceps injury, and Manu
Ginobili sat out with a groin inju-

Ty.
Beno Udrih, a 22-year-old rook-
ie Slovenia, scored a career-high
25 points on 9-for-13 shooting in
his first career start in place of
Parker.
Brent Barry added 17 points in
place of Ginobili.

“It’s real important for those
guys to do that” San Antonio
coach Gregg Popovich said, “be-
cause that's the depth we talk
about and haven’t seen for about
amonth.”

Lee Nailon led New Orleans
with 18 points.

Pistons 114, Hawks 108, OT:
At Atlanta, Tayshaun Prince
scored a career-high 31 points,
and Detroit bounced back from
the lowest-scoring game in fran-
chise history.

Rasheed Wallace added a sea-
son-best 28 points for the Pistons,
who failed to make a field goal in
the fourth quarter Sunday night
in a 64-62 victory over Utah.

Atlanta’s Tom Gugliotta hit a
three-pointer with 6.4 seconds

left to force overtime. Al Har-
rington had a season-high 37
points for the Hawks, 1-15 in
their past 16 games.

Detroit played without coach
Larry Brown, who had additional
surgery Monday related to a No-
vember hip operation.

Wizards 95, Lakers 81: At
Washington, Larry Hughes had
21 points and 12 rebounds to help
‘Washington sweep a season se-
ries with the Lakers for the first
time in franchise history.

Gilbert Arenas added 2 points
for the Wizards, overtime win-
ners over the Lakers in their first
meeting of the season in Los Ange-
les.

Caron Butler had 20 points and
11 rebounds for the Lakers, and
Kobe Bryant added 18 points on
6-for-22 shooting.

Rockets 97, Warriors 94:
Tracy McGrady had 20 points
and seven rebounds, and Houston
wrapped up a four-game West
Coast swing with its fifth straight
victory.

Juwan Howard added 18 points
and seven rebounds before leav-
ing with a sprained right knee
with 9:18 left in the fourth quar-

ter.

Zarko Cabarkapa had career
highs of 26 points and 10 re-
bounds for Golden State.

Celtics 119, Bobcats 110: At
Charlotte, N.C,, Ricky Davis
scored 27 points, and Antoine
Walker had 25 to lead Boston to
its fourth straight victory and
eighth in nine games since Walk-
er rejoined the team in a trade
with Atlanta.

Grizzl 104, Trail Blazers
83: At Memphis, Tenn., Mike
Miller scored 27 points, and
Lorenzen Wright had 19 points
and nine rebounds for Memphi:
Damon Stoudamire led Portland
with 20 points.

[ NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference

WL Pt cB
x-Miami & 154 —
629 8
547
357
550
533
300
500
i 18
438
429
2% 21
403
197
Atlanta 175 37

Western Conference

Pct 6B
x-Phoenix 162 —
x-San Antonio 82 -
x-Seattle 689
Dall 661 6l
Sacramento 609 9%
louston 503 10
Memphis 511
Denver 516 15%
LA Lakers 2 30 516 15%
nesota 2 32 500 16%
LA. Clippers 8 35 0
Portlan 3 38 377
0 42 323 2%
Golden State 0 44 313 28%
New Orleans 4 48 226 33

x-division leader

Utah at Cleve
LA. Lakers ¥ Pmlade\nma
W Y

Orlando at Sacramento
inesday’s games

rlando at L.A. Clippers
hursday's games
LA, Lakers at Miami

Sacramento at Golden State

Monday
Celtics 119, Bobcats 110
TON — Pierce 2-9 11-12 15, Walker
lount 4-8 1-1 9, West 0-0 0-0 0, B:

Bl
$/Seferson 1-50:03, Reed 0.00:3 0 erkins
L1002 Totals 47.81 1722 Lo,

CHARLOTTE — Smi

it S e apons
2224, Carroll 4-11 88
o0 otale do 92521110,
Inston 127 22 29-119
28 40 21 21-110
Three Pmm Goals—Boston 816 (Walker
35, 27, LaFrentz 26, TAlen 11,
Biorce 63 Bhartors 316, (Kaponp
Bogans 2:3 Carroll 246 Smith 01, Roigint
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds--Boston
S5 Gwatker o, Charlotte 47 (Okator . As
sists—Boston 27 (Pierce 9), Charl
TR, TotalFous. Bosion 21 Chariotts
Technicals—Boston coach Rivers, Walk-

co: er X
aact Char\o(m coach Bickerstaff. A—11,103

Wizards 95, Lakers 81

LA
5.1
Atk
12002,
ton 0-26:00, Mcdvcdcnko 35006, Vujacic
0:00:00, Totels 31-855

wj L ison 14 002, Jeffres
3 6, 2

KB

21, K.Brown 2-55:9°9,
Thom: Blake 3-5 3-4 9, Ruffin 0-0
0D Brofit 00000 Totals 3172 2690 95

LA. Lakers 2819 4-51

hlngl 3 29 21
e-Point Goals—LA| szers 1034 @ry-
ant 412, Atkins 35, r 12,
Jones 13, Walton 0-1, Coukn2 TBrownﬂ -2),
Weshington, &17 @ik Arenas 26,
RESIoR) Fol1ce Dut—None. Reboun.
S v - tgutor 11, Mastington 58

(Hughes 12) Assists LA, Lakers 23 (Bryant
), gton 1 GHuhes. . Total
A Lakers 26, washington 16. Tech

COBSLE Lakers Detensive Tovee second,
Odom. A=20,173 (20.173).

Pistons 114, Hawks 108 (0T)
'ROIT — Prince 13-19 5-6 31, R.Wallace

o,
2'0-0 0-0 0, Hunter
1

15 3-3 5, Harrington
8 005 Lue 1038 1957,
Chitdress 4-14 008, Guguonasnoolo Cor
e 111002, Ivey 3 125, b
Delk 1-40-0 2. ro«a\sosssu 15108

7 28 14-114
BENR

Atlanta

Three-point Goals—betrot 919 (illups
510, R Wallace &6, Princ
Atlanta

ice 0-1, Hamilton 0-2),
dress.

i ebou 1 (R
|acem, R anta 45 onaress my Assms -
Detrolt 25 @illups 1) Atlanta 2

Total ouls— Detrolt 15 Atlan
oL B, & Wallace, ARarta. Befoaie
Three. Second,  Harrington. A~ 15,75
(19,445).

Heat 110, Bucks 71

MILW) ason L1 &7, smith 12
002 -2
10, Redd
103G
0-05,Fi
020
Wi
8,0'Neal 9-
101289
0-04, D
ler 1400 3, Mournirg 3:5 248, SSmith 1-3
b5 ot A5
Miiwau 19 15- 71
i 18-110

1
Yore-point _Goals—Miwaukee
(kukoe, -, Redd 122, Strckland 15, Gold-
LS. Mwiliams 6-1 Gaines 0-D. Miami
535, Wzdel 1, Butler 12, Ander-
e5.04) Fouled out-
e, RepounGS MaukeE 35 (Fizer
Booth 7). Miami 59 (Anderson 10).
sists_Mifwaukee s (W Wiliams 3), Wi 34

(ander Wade, Tofal
T Mlwaukee fami 18" Techn-
oS Defenahe " Three” Socond.

A 19,600 (19,600).

Grizzlies 104, Trail Blazers 83
PORTLAND —  Khry:

Abdur-Rahim 6-14 2-2 0 Przthl\a 5 JD

0%
10.Telfair 5111 1-2 11, Stotidamire 6:13 4-4 20,
ounawe 120012 Radlf2:2 .25 Frahm 3

3- ), Seun
Tals 337103

| MEMPHIS - Eamer 6-11 2:4 14, Cardinal

-95-6 19, Watson 7-120-0

16 iiler 543 5 527, Burks 2.4 004 Posey

-0 5, Humpl
Ysakahms 01227 Yota\sﬂ 71 24 3n oy

— 83
s 3 23 25-108
Three-point  Goals—Forlland €14
(Stoudamire 4-8, utiaw 01
Abdur-Rahim 0-13, Niler 35

mph
Watson 33 posey T Enveioal 0.3, Faulei
Ot None, Rebounds —Portland 40 (Praybil-
la1a), Memr:ms 40 (Wright 9). Assists —port-
land 21 (Telfair 7), Memphis 22 (Watson 7).
Total Fouls—Portiand 19, Memphis 16. Tech-
nical—Portland_Defensive Three Second.
A=16,165 (18,119).

Spurs 112, Horne&s 89

NEW ORLEANS — Nailon 5.

8 1-1 11, Nachb;
39909

cobsen 2.3 Nachbar
(arih 33, Bow
Ty 23, Wi ks 0

e 31 (ickan Saxton 7 2a Antonio 39
(Bamy 7, Total fouls—New Orieans 18, San
15. A=18,797. (18500).

Rockets 97, Warriors 94
— Howard 8-14 2-2 18, McGrady
2

530 21, Cabarkaps £.13 56 26,
Wik 010400, Totale 3186 18.30 8,

Houston 34 21-97
Golden 1 32—
Tree-Coint Goals _Houston 824 (Sura

33 e 2.6 Meatady 4,
James 15§ Pad g6t 0-2) Soiden state 1435

(Cabarkap: trus 4-8, Murphy 3-4, Rich-
ardsonsy 0.3, Fisher 0-4% Foulec Out-
I\ane. Rebounds-—tiouston 63 (Ya0 1),
Golden state 58 (Richardson 11 Assists—

st ards
Houston 18 (Sura 7), G
ardson 8). Total Fouls—Houston 21, Golden
State 20. A—19,147. (13,59).

NBA leaders
‘Through March 14
Scoring
fo FT PTS AVG
Iverson, Phil. 57 573 501 1721 30.2
Bryant, LAL 48 421 437 1363 284
Nowitzki, Dall, 59 520 471 1583 268
Stoudemire, Phoe. 63 599 449 1647 26.1
\cGrady, Hou. 60 553 323 1546 258
James, Clev. 554 322 1487
Arenas, Wash. 59 079 392 ]096 254
Allen, Sea. 9 478 12
Wade, Mia. & i w1 B3
ounds
G OFF DEF TOT AVG
Garnett, Minn. 64 192 692 884 138
B. Wallace, Det. 54 207 445 652 121
Duncan, SA. 59 187 497 684 116
Marion, Phoe. 174 513 687 1.1
Okafor, Char.
dom,
O'Neal, Mia. 61 2
Assists
AST AVG
Nash, Phoe. 57 652 114
Knight, Char, 46 386 84

Marbury, N.Y. 6l 505 83
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Cleveland cuts DE Brown

Redskins reportedly pursulng first pick of 2000 draft

The Associated Press

Cleveland released defensive
end Courtney Brown on Monday,
yet another former first-round
pick who failed to make it with
the team.

Washington Redskins coach
Joe Gibbs wasted no time pursu-
ing Brown. Within hours of his re-
lease, Gibbs flew to Cleveland
with defensive line coach Greg
Blache and had dinner with
Brown and Brown’s wife Monday
night, an official within the
league told The Associated Press
on condition of anonymity.

The official said Brown was ex-
pected to visit Redskins Park
later this week.

Brown, the first overall choice
in the 2000 draft, was cut by
Cleveland because he would not
renegotiate his contract. He
would have been due a $2.5 mil-
lion roster bonus Tuesday.
Browns General Manager Phil
Savage said he still hoped the
team could re-sign the oft-injured
defensive end.

But Brown quickly drew inter-
est from other teams, including
the Redskins. Washington is in
need of a pass-rushing end, hav-
ing relied heavily on linebackers
and cornerbacks for many of
their sacks last season.

Brown was also a teammate at
Penn State with Redskins line-
backer LaVar Arrington, the No.
2 overall pick in 2000. If Washing-
ton acquires Brown, the team will
have the top three picks from that
draft: Brown, Arrington and tack-
le Chris Samuels.

m NFL roundup

Brown hasn’t played a full sea-
son since his rookie year. He has
missed 33 games with injuries
over the past four seasons, includ-
ing the final 14 games last year
after tearing a ligament in his foot.

Without Brown, the first three
No. 1 picks that Cleveland took
after it returned to the league in
1999 are gone. Brown joins quar-
terback Tim Couch, the first over-
all pick in 1999, and defensive
tackle Gerard Warren, No. 3 over-

the Raiders’ rebuilt defensive
front last season. He started 15
games last season and played in
all 16 for the Raiders (5-11), re-
cording 57 tackles — 36 solo —
sack and three pass deflections.
The Vikings welcomed former
Bucs QB Brad Johnson for a work-
out, now that they are in the mar-
ket for a backup to Daunte
Culpepper after Gus Frerotte
agreed to sign with Miami.
Frerotte, who played behind
Culpepper for the past two sea-
sons, joined former Vikings offen-
sive coordinator Scott Linehan
with the Dolphins, according to
Minnesota vice president for foot-
all Rob

all in 2001, as ex-B: . Couch
was released last June and War-
ren was traded to Denver on
March 2 for a fourth-round pick.

The team also has given run-
ning back William Green, its
first-round pick in 2002, permis-
sion to seek a trade.

In addition to letting Brown go
Monday, Cleveland signed veter-
an defensive lineman Jason Fisk.

Cincinnati made a similar
move, signing defensive tackle
Bryan Robinson, who played for
Chicago the past six seasons.

The Oakland Raiders re-signed
free agent defensive end Bobby
Hamilton to a ‘million,
three-year contract, keeping a
key member of their revamped
defense from last season.

The 33-year-old Hamilton,
known as a talented run-stopper,
was the most consistent player on

“Brad had a great visit,” " coach
Mike Tice said in an e-mail. “He
worked out very good ... has
great anticipation on his throws.
He would be a great fit for us.”

The New York Giants cut defen-
sive lineman Norman Hand,
Miami cut fullback Rob Konrad
and Buffalo released Pierson Prio-
leau after the backup safety re-
jected the team’s offer to restruc-
ture his contract.

In Detroit, new backup Jeff
Garcia said he has accepted his
role behind Joey Harrington. Gar-
cia was another player the
Browns cut.

“I'm not there to create any fric-
tion, 'm not there to create any
controversy,” Garcia said in a con-
ference call, two days after agree-
ing to a one-year, $2 million deal.
“Pm just there to add strength to
the position.”

Courtney Brown has missed 33
games with injuries over the past
four seasons, including 14 last
season with a foot injury.

On Tuesday, free agent tight
end Anthony Becht signed a
five-year contract with the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers, a move
coach Jon Gruden is counting on
to help the club’s inconsistent run-
ning game.

Becht, who the Jets selected
with the 27th pick in the 2000
draft, contributed to the success
of running back Curtis Martin,
the NFL rushing champion last
season.

In other news, the first NFL reg-
ular-season game outside the
United States is expected to take
place Oct. 2, when the Arizona
Cardinals face San Francisco in
Mexico City.

The game is expected to be a
Sunday night contest televised by
ESPN. It would be a home game
for the Cardinals, who rarely sell
out their stadium but could draw
100,000 or more in Mexico City.

“We're working on it but it’s not
finalized yet,” NFL spokesman
Greg Aiello said Tuesday.

Georgia Tech’s Gailey OK after heart attack

The Associated Press

ATLANTA — It was a normal morning for
Chan Gailey. The Georgia Tech football coach
was running around the racquetball court, get-
ting in a little exercise be-
fore going down to work.

Suddenly, he felt a tighten-
mg m his chest.

hen, a pain
lhmugh his left arm.

He was having a heart attack.

Gailey was rushed to the hospital Monday,
where doctors performed a balloon angioplas-
ty to clear an artery that was totally blocked.
He was resting comfortably and expected to
make a full recovery.

“It was touch and go for a little while, it real-
ly was,” athletic director Dave Braine said.
“We were told it was serious, so everybody said
aprayer and hoped he was going to be fine, and
he is. His family — his wife and his two sons —
are there with him, and he’s doing well.”

Gailey, who turned 53 in January, began feel-
ing pain during his usual early morning rac-
quetball game at the campus recreation center.

“He does it religiously every morning, so it
isn’t like he’s not trying to take care of him-
self,” Braine said.

Braine said the angioplasty was needed to
clear an artery that was 100 percent blocked.
He wasn’t aware of the coach having any
heart problems.

“He’ll be in hospital probably three or four
days but they do expect a complete recov-
ery,” Braine said. “We expect him to be back
here within a few weeks.”

The Yellow Jackets were scheduled to prac-
tice Tuesday, Friday and Saturday, then take
next week off for spring break. School offi-

Sports

briefs surged

cials were considering whether to cancel prac-
tice this week.

Kansas dismisses leading rusher Randle

LAWRENCE, Kan. — Kansas’ leading rush-
er John Randle was dismissed from the team
Monday after being charged with hitting a man
outside a bar.

Randle, a sophomore, was charged with mis-
demeanor battery for allegedly striking a man
early Sunday morning in front of a downtown
bar. Police said an officer saw the altercation
and arrested the 20-year-old Randle, who led
Kansas with 540 yards rushing last season.

Pac-10 to use instant replay

LOS ANGELES — The Pacific-10 will use
instant replay in football next season, utilizing
a system similar to one the Big Ten used last
year. A replay official located in the press box
‘will make the replay decision rather than the
referee on the field. Coaches will not be al-
lowed to challenge calls.

NASCAR suspends three crew chiefs

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — NASCAR on Tues-
day suspended the crew chiefs for Jimmie
Johnson, Kyle Busch and Kevin Harvick in a
swift crackdown on cheating committed at
Las Vegas Motor Speedway.

Todd Berrier was suspended for four weeks
and fined $25,000 for rigging Harvick’s fuel
tank to appear full when it actually wasn’t dur-
ing qualifying.

Chad Knaus was suspended for two weeks
and fined $35,000 when Johnson’s race-win-
ning car failed to meet the minimum height re-
quirement in Sunday’s post-race inspection.

Alan Gustafson was suspended two weeks
and fined $25,000 because Busch’s runner-up

car was too high in the post-race inspection.

In addition to the suspensions, the drivers
were also docked 25 points. Rick Hendrick,
the car owner for Johnson and Busch, was
docked 50 points — 25 for each infraction. Ri-
chard Childress, the car owner for Harvick,
was docked 25 points.

The penalty cost Johnson the series points
lead, which he earned following his victory
Sunday in Las Vegas.

Davenport wins; Roddick, Agassi advance

INDIAN WELLS, Calif. — Overcoming
gusty winds that sent sand swirling and left a
layer of grit on the court Monday, Lindsay
Davenport beat Meghann Shaughnessy 6-2,
2-6, 6-2 in the Pacific Life Open.

When the wind died down a bit later in the
afternoon, it was Andy Roddick who breezed.
He needed only 45 minutes for a 6-1, 6-2 victo-
ry over Jiri Novak.

Andre Agassi also rolled into the fourth
round, beating Andrei Pavel 6-3, 6-

Maria Sharapova was a 6-2, 6-3 winner over
Dinara Safina in a match of Russian teenagers.

Sorlie maintains lead in Iditarod

UNALAKLEET, Alaska — Norwegian Rob-
ert Sorlie kept his lead Tuesday in the Iditar-
od Trail Sled Dog Race as he entered the final
stretch of the 1,100-mile race.

Sorlie, the 2003 champion, was the first
musher to leave the Elim checkpoint, 123
miles from the finish. He is trying to win his
second Iditarod in three tries.

Sorlie left Elim at 4:17 a.m. AST after rest-
ing his team for three hours. John Baker was
about three hours behind Sorlie, followed by

ree-time winner Jeff King, defending cham-
pion Mitch Seavey and four-time winner Mar-
tin Buser.

Callahan’s
deposition
might hurt
Williams

BY GUY ASHLEY

Contra Costa Times
(Walnut Creek, Calif.)

OAKLAND, Calif. — Former
Oakland Raiders tight end Marcus
Williams was a “work in progress”
whose future as a professional foot-
ball player hinged on whether he
could bring more consistency to
his blocking and pass-catching
skills, his former coach said in a
videotaped deposition played in
court Monday morning.

“There was an uncertainty as
to whether he would mature into
an NFL-caliber player,” former
Raiders coach Bill Callahan said
in the deposition he gave in Au-
gust as part of Williams’ lawsuit
against former teammate Bill Ro-
manowski.

Williams is seeking more than
$3.8 million in the suit, which ac-
cuses Romanowski of battery, in-
tentional infliction of emotional
distress and negligence in connec-
tion with an August 2003 practice
field incident in which Romanows-
ki tore off Williams’ helmet and
punched him in the left eye.

Williams’ lawyers say the punch
broke their client’s eye socket and
caused serious emotional and cog-
nitive problems, ending his profes-
sional football career.

But Romanowski's lawyers
have tried throughout the trial in
Alameda County Superior Court
to minimize Williams’ potential
losses, asserting he was a margin-
al player whose future in the NFL
was in doubt when he was injured.

This view of Williams may be
been bolstered by the statements
from Callahan, who led the Raid-
ers to the Super Bowl after the
2002 season but was fired after
the team went 4-12 in 2003.

Williams was a rookie in 2002
and was trying to make the Raid-
ers roster when he was felled by
the Romanowski blow during the
2003 preseason. At the time, Calla-
han said, Williams was a regular
on special teams who only occa-
sionally displayed the skills need-
ed to develop into a regular in the
Raiders offense.

“In Marcus’ case, there were el-
ements that flashed — but not on
a consistent basis,” said Callahan,
who’s now the coach at the Uni-
versity of Nebraska.

If Romanowski is found liable,
the issue of damages will hinge
largely on whether the jury be-
lieves Williams had a future in
the NFL.

An  economist testified last
week that Williams could have
suffered as much as $8.7 million
in lost earnings, benefits and med-
ical costs by having his career
ended. But that figure assumes
Williams would have developed
into a regular player and had an
NFL career spanning at least
seven seasons, economist Robert
Johnson testified.

Had Williams not progressed,
Johnson added, that figure could
have been as low as $1.68 million.

Lawyers for Romanowski say
they should complete their case
Tuesday.
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Trendy picks to help stop bracket busters

BY TODD HARMONSON
The Orange County Register

Picking last season’s national champion
by mascot cool quotient clearly didn’t
work. Uniform color didn’t do much good
the year before, either. And dnn 't even get
started on the ﬁgh& song fias

Sound a little too familiar? Prohably does
for anyone who has gotten in too deep
when it comes time for the annual NCAA
tournament pool (for entertainment pur-
poses only, of course).

Can’t swim with the pool sharks? Well,
face it. They either spend so much time

watching hoops that
they name their kids
Tubby, K, Dickie V and

ment tren
For instance, every-

one knows that 42 of the past 66 national
champions came from the Atlantic Coast,
the Big Ten, the Pac-10 or the Southeast-
ern conferences. And it’s obvious that
teams with strong road and neutral-court
records are better than the homebodies.

But it takes a little research to realize
that since 1979 only six seeds — Nos.1, 2, 3,
4,6 and 8 — have produced national cham-
pions.
The following are trends you might want
to follow when you fill out your bracket for
the office pool. They might be your only
chance against the guy who legally
changed his name to RPI.

Avoid 16 seeds the way Bob Knight

avoids group hugs with reporters

The skinny: No 16th-seeded team ever

has beaten a No. 1 seed. In fact, the only

time they win in the tournament is in the
Tuesday play-in game . . . against another
No.

Teams seeded 14th or 15th

are nearly as upsetting
as their No. 16 wunterparts

The skinny: Teams seeded 14th, 15th
and 16th have won only one tournament
game in the past five seasons. They are a
combined 1-59 in that span in ﬁrst round
games, so, hey, there is a precedent.

Make heads or tails
of those pesky 8-9 games

The skinny: It's not exactly a coin flip,
but it’s close. If in doubt, lean toward the
nines. They have a 43-37 advantage over
the eights in the past 20 NCAA Tourna-
ments. That’s not exactly a trend on which
you should risk the kids’ college fund —
we'll get to that later — but it’s better than
guessing.

Best pick: No. 9 Nevada looks good over
Texas, as does No. 9 Mississippi State over
Stanford.

Look for that perfect 10

The skinny: No, we're not talking Ashley
Judd in the stands of the Kentucky-East-
ern Kentucky opener. Take a look at recent
brackets and realize that a 10th-seeded
team has reached the Sweet 16 in eight of
the past eight seasons. But, remember, it
gets tricky because of the pod system that
puts high seeds as close to home as possi-
ble, so a No. 2 seed isn’t likely to lose in the
second round in its backyard.

Best pick: North Carolina State draws
slumping Charlotte in the first round and
inconsistent Connecticut in the second.

Reach for the 12

The skinny: No. 12 seeds almost always
are tournament winners from some confer-
ence no one sees until championship week
on ESPN, and they tend to be the un-
knowns in the field. Think fans overlook
them? Apparently, so do the No. S seeds in
the first round and the No. 4 seeds in the

N.C State's Julius Hodge (24) gives the Wolfpack a chance to be a perfect 10.

second. A No. 12 seed has reached the
Sweet 16 in four of the past six years.

Best pick: Sneak a peak at Old Domin-
ion, which takes on Michigan State in the
first round and, potentially, Syracuse in the
second.

Make the math equal nine

The skinny: With the intense focus on
the seeding process, the tournament selec-
tion committee has been getting it right
lately. The total of the combined seeds at
the Final Four has exceeded nine only
twice in the past 10 years, and only one
time in that span did a team seeded lower
than No.5 reach the Final Four. It hap-
pened in 2000, when No. 8 seeds North
Carolina and thunsm both made it. So go
ahead and pick a No. S seed, but the rest

should be seeded first or second.

Best pick: The hottest-looking No. 5
clearly is 2004 title-game participant Geor-
gia Tech, as long as point guard Jarrett
Jack’s ankle heals.

There’s a reason they're No. 1 or No. 2

The skinny: Everybody wants to find his
dream pick, the one that can take him to
the title. But after about five days, there’s a
major change of heart and he wants out of
the deal. Oh, wait, that was Rick Majerus
with USC. But you get the point. Don’t lake
the longshots to win it all because they rai
ly do. In fact, 13 of the past 15 nanonal
champions were seeded first or second.

Best pick: The vision of Roy Williams
cutting down the "hets works. here. Try
North Carolina.

[ Sizing up the NCAA regions

Chicago Regiunal

Jhe aam
io is
No. 1 llingis ver e 167 Falrlc\gh Dickinson
No. 8 Texas vs. N
Rday in Okiahoma city
(0.2 Oklahoma State vs. No. 15 SE Louisiana
No.7 Solithern1inois v, N 10Saint Mary's
wrsday e, Idaho
No-3 Arizona vs.No 141 e e

X« in Cleveland
No. 4 Boston College. ve. No. 13 penn
No. 5 Alabama vs. No. 1 onsin-Milwaukee.

Most aversesded: None.
Mo ndersecdéar Nome.real. ut etzona could
complain if it wanted. It had the résumé to be a
pecially when it's compared to the other No. Ay
best players: LSU F Brandon Bass, lilinois G Dee
Brown, Nevata F Paul Fazekas, Oidahorna State F Joey
Graharn, Boston Collegs F Craig
rated players: Southern Ilinois G Darren
Brooks, Alabama F ChicDavis, Sant Mary's G Pau Marl:
gney, Wisconsin-Milwaukee G £d McCants, Utah State F
Spencer Nelson.
Bestu

ssibility: Frst, No. 9 beating No. 8 isntan
upset, 5o don't worry about Texas-Nevada. But there are
four games working ooking at, though we think only
one il bear frut The possiblies: UAS over LU (S
{ront to overpower UAB, but the 3
Hrare s at good, which will make things in-
feresting against the run-and-gun Blazers): Utah State
over Arizona (Utah State i club, but a lack of

ers); and Saint Mary's over Southern linois, That's the
one we like best. Saint Mary’s is well-coached (by Randy
Bennett) and they have a nice inside: outside.

Daniel Kickert, a 6-foot-

oraphic ars i

jor a bul
ame: el 2k any one of the four we
fust melglﬁuned Ifyou like differing styles, make sure to

ome whippet-quick guards, while LSU has
bulky big. men n Brandon Bass and Glen “Big Baby”
Baw, 10 pounds of him.

rizona-LSU or Arizo-

ol 2nd-round
/A5 would be mighty fing.
zona's frontcourt, and LSU big me
[y problems. The Arizona-UAS matchup woud be
in the 80s, at least

THE PICKS
Istround winners: llinos, Arizona, LSU and Nevada in
Boise; Oklahoma State a Mary's in Oklahoma

ise; nd Saint
ity Boston Coliege and Kot i Cloveland

nd-round winners: lllinois, Okiahoma State, Alabama
and LSU.

Swest 16 winners; linols and Okiahoma State.

‘Advancis inal Four: llinois.

@ Huguenin The Orlando Sentinel

Austin Regional

THE GAMES
Friday in Charlotte
No. 1 Duke vs. No. 16 Delaware State
No. 8 Stanford vs. No. 9 Mississippi State
wrsday in Indian:
No. 2 Kentucky vs. No. 15 Eastern Kemucky
No. 7 Cincinnati vs. No. 10 lowa
‘Thursday in Tucson, Ariz.
No. 3 Oklahoma vs. No. 14 Niagar:
No. 6 Utah vs. No. n UTEP
in Worcester, Mass.
No d syracuse vs. No. 13 Vermont
tate vs. No. 12 0ld Domi
THE BUZZ

n.

Most overseeded: lowa. The Hawkeyes, who finished
two games under £00 n the lessthan-siellar 8ig Ten,
may be a spot too

Most underst

Sbestplayers: Uta < nirew Bogut, Vermont £ Taylor
Coppenrath, Duke dic, Mississippi- State F
ColPence Roberts, syracuse F Hakim wai

S most underrated players: Okiahoma © Ta‘ Gray, Stan-
ford P Matt Haryasz Kentucky £ ChicicHayes, Gid o
ion F Alex Loughton, UTEP G Fiberto

st upset possibility: UTEP over tah and 01d o
ion over Michigan State are the ones we're looking at
theclosest Utah essentially I 2 one.man team

¢ the nation's best

ind as aNo. 7 seed last season. ODU likes to grind
it ou( and is. sn\lﬁ defensively.
sﬂsl"ollmig ime: Ci nati-| \uwa\snlnecessanly
a se dy itchup, but it will be e g s we
fated Sbot i the upset possibites. shoud be
close—but a\so entertainin
<t potentia 2ndround game: Syracuse-Michigan
State would be the best—assuming Michigan State gets.
e. Kentucky-Cincinnati has some intrigue, too, if
Cincy gets there.

THE PICKS
st-round winners: Duke and Mississippi State in Char-
ot ety and Oncimatl h MATApOS: OKiano:
in Tucson; Syracuse and Old Dominion in
Worcester.
2nd-round winners: Duke, Kentucky, Oklahoma and
syracuse.
Sweet 16 winners: Oklahoma and Syracuse.

Syracuse Regional

‘THE GAMES
Friday in Charlotte:
No. 1 North Carolina vs. play-in winner (Alabama A&M
vs, Oakland)

No. 8 Minnesota vs. No. 9 lowa State.

reester, Mass.
No. 2 Connecticut vs. No. 15 UCF
No. 7 Charlotte vs. No. 10 NC State

homa City

No.3 . No, 14 Bucknell
No: 2 hteonam v

3
N & e oKD 2 New Mexico.

Most overseeded: Norther lowa. To some foks, UNI
shouldnt be in the field. The panthers have Iost 1o

wolving_other Division |
Doesn'nhat certam\y have the ap:

e the Jayhawks a

a
Sy,

Pearart\ce Of a EOH' \Ct of mle

0.3 They e ranked TSt the ni‘l and suffered osses

n stars Wayne simien and Keith Langford were out
W kTies, They shoud be o

layers: Charlotte £l Basden, NC State 6/F

an May, UNC G Rashad McCants,

st ndeteated piayers: Vilanova  Randy Foye
New Mexico PF Danny Granger, Minnesota G/F Vincent
Grier, Northern lowa
stinson

Ben Jacobson, lowa State G Curtis

0K, wevealready said Northern
e field, But if U its
D Foan Hkat WisCOnsi. Bon Jacobson has

areat siroke, and the Paniiors rin-a ton of screens to
gethim oper, That said, Wisconsin's sound defensively
and will be ready for UNI's myriad scree

est 1stround game: Chariotte ve, NG State.
State rvals have met just S tmes. There should be a
oreatingividualbetwveen dSrs G Eddic Basden and Woir
pack 6/F iy H

These

game: There usually snt
n teams seeded fourth

n
ayers are three junjo
e strorio, This 5 Vilanova's irst NCAA appear-
ance since 1999,

1stround winners: Norh Camhna and lowa state in
Charlotte; UConn and Charlotte in Worcester; Kansas
nsin In Gkiahoma Gits Florida and Villanova

ners: North Carolina, UConn, Kansas

ors:North Carolina and UConn.
Final Four: Connecticui

- Mike Huguenin The Orlando Sentinel

© Wike Huguenin The Srtando Sentinel

Albuquerque Reg‘ional

AM
rsdayin an Idaho
No. lwasmngwn v, No. 16 M
0% Biisburan

No. 8 Pacific vs. N
No-2 Wake Forest vs, Nor 18 Ehaitancoga
No. 7 West Vi 5o, 10 Crelghton

rsday i Tucson, AHz.
No-3 onzaga ve: " No. T4 Winthrop”
No. 6 Texas.

Nashy
No. 4 Louisville vs: Nu oA ayeite
No. 5 Georgia Tech vs NDE ,\.2“(13§0V§e Washington.

Most overseeded: Georgia Tech, Yes, the Yellow Jacl

made tourney final. BUt if

Soarma are Soga ohineI Body of work curing e o,

lar season, Tech comes up short. The Yellow Jackets lost

11 times ahd have just two wins over teams i the top S0
of the

Most underseeded: Pittsburgh and Louisville. Each has

S e e Wit et Tre PAnThOrS dcoom:

e
Shesip In’xers. Louisville F/G Francisco Garcia, Gonza-
Wake Forest G Chris Paul, Washin g—
on c Nate Robimsor, Texas Tech G Ronald o,
underrated players: Creight
Té T oL S & NS vl
g1 Louisvile G Larry 0'8anrion, George Washington 6
in
Best upset pos:
George Washmaton decid
beat & &
away from 3-point ran o and e good on it boards.
Crelgnton S piting s 34 n beat West Vi
X urgh u me Banthers decide to show
o, (he\i an gel to the
§es game: SWell ke Georaia Tech ;George
ihing, we like to waich WS pops
e B bt Indhe fow ot - agd alsoliketo
tear iz name calledby the announcers fGW it ntim-
idated hscxpenencc this wil be od one.

s i

wakcmng Gonzaga Tcxas T The s hav!} bcalcn

Oklahoma State and two teams in thi:

mn and Gcorgva chh ThL‘ Za s ould havc (roublc w\

havc troub\c wv(h (hc Za s' lrantcoun sncmﬁca\ly C
Ronny Turiaf and F Adam

regjonal s rife with them. If

ington and_Ppittsburgh in

B056" Wakc Forcsiand SRS St Sodraga
and Tex in Tucson; Louisville and George Wash-
frdton T kachuile.

nd-round winners: Wake Forest, Gonzaga, Louisville
and pitisburgh,

weet 16 wi @ Forest and Louisville.
Advancing to lhe Fnal rour. Wake Forest.
Huguenin The Orlando Sentinel




March 16, 2005

STARS AND STRIPES

PAGE 33

Smith, Ford not laughing at NCAA’s joke

Coaches are less
than thrilled as
UK and Eastern
prepare to play

BY MURRAY EVANS
The Associated Press

RICHMOND, Ky. — Travis
Ford wore a brave face one day
after learning his Eastern Ken-
tucky Colonels would face sec-
ond-seeded Kentucky in the open-
ing round of the NCAA tourna-
ment.

A week ago, the former Ken-
tucky point guard said several
times he’d rather Eastern Ken-
tucky not have to face his alma
mater in its first tournament ap-
pearance since 1979.

But the selection committee
matched up the 15th-seeded Colo-
nels (22-8) against their rival
from 30 miles away at the Austin
Regional.

“T don’t think it’s either good or
bad,” Ford said. “We knew we
were going to have to play some-
body very, very good. We're
going to be an underdog. We're
going to have to play extremely
well. It’s going to be an incredible
challenge for us.”

A pairing of the rival seemed a
bit unlikely last week, when Ken-
tucky (25-5) was in the running
for a No. 1 seed. But the Wildcats”
70-53 loss to Florida in the South-
eastern Conference tournament
final on Sunday dropped them to
aNo. 2 seed.

Ford thought a Kentucky-East-
ern Kentucky matchup would be

&k / think they had to look at it and think, ‘Let’s do this.” I don’t
know any other reason they’d put two teams 30 miles apart
from each other together. I think the NCAA got a little bit of a

chuckle out of it at the end. 9y

Travis Ford
Eastern Kentucky coach

one of only two first-round match-
ups between teams from the
same state. Charlotte and North
Carolina State were paired in the
Syracuse Regional.

“I think there was a reason
they did it,” Ford said of the com-
mittee’s rationale. “I think they
had to look at it and think, ‘Let’s
do this’ T don’t know any other
reason they'd put two teams 30
miles apart from each other to-

ether.
“I think the NCAA got a little

bit of a chuckle out of it at the
a4

Smith, who worked with Ford
as an assistant to Pitino at Ken-
tucky, is one of Ford’s biggest
fans. Smith and Ford have re-
mained close — the Eastern Ken-
tucky coach and his staff even sat
in on a Kentucky practice earlier
this season.

“We're excited for Eastern,
that they’re in,” Smith said.

“They’re very deserving. We
watched (Ford) build that pro-
gram the right way.”

In his eight seasons at Ken-
tucky, Smith has scheduled
in-state schools when possible.
The Wildcats have played East-
ern Kentucky three times during
his tenure, most recently last sea-
son, a 101-72 win by the Wildcats

in Lexington.

“It's not like we dom’t play
(each other),” Smith said. “You
hate to play (in the postseason)
against friends and peers that you
have so much respect for. That's
always tough, because somebody
has to win and somebody has to

AP

Kentucky coach Tubby Smith, left, isn’t thrilled with his team’s first-round assignment in the NCAA tourna- lose.”
ment. It's against Eastern Kentucky, a team from a school only 30 miles away that is coached by Travis Ford,
a former star guard at Kentucky. Ford likewise dislikes the idea of facing a friend and former colleague.

Eastern Kentucky is 0-5 in
NCAA tournament play, while
Kentucky has won seven national

“too obvious” for the tournament
committee to consider.
Kentucky coach Tubby Smith
shared that sentiment.
“We would prefer that we be
able to cheer for them,” Smith
. “We’re sure our fans would
love to cheer for Eastern Ken-
tucky, as well. But I guess the se-
lection committee saw this as a
good opportunity to match us up.”

The decision by the committee
to pair the Colonels and Wildcats
isn’t a particularly popular one in
central Kentucky, where the
schools share a number of fans, al-
though Kentucky loyalists are far
more prevalent.

Eastern Kentucky forward
Michael Haney even acknowledg-
es growing up as a Kentucky sup-
porter.

“I was born in Missouri, but T
moved to Kentucky in the fou
grade,” Haney, a senior, said. “T
followed them. I was a pretty big

Conversely, many Kentucky
fans have begun following the
Colonels in the five seasons that
Ford has been coach. Ford played
one season at Missouri before
transferring to Kentucky, where

he played until 1994 under coach
Rick Pitino and helped the Wild-
cats reach the Final Four in 1993.

Ford ranks second in career
free-throw shooting (88.2 per-
cent) and ninth in career assists
at Kentucky. He holds the sin-
gle-game record for assists with
15 — set against Eastern Ken-
tucky in 1993.

Kentucky-Eastern Kentucky is

titles and reached the Final Four
13 times.

Only four 1Sth-seeded teams
have ever won a tournament
game. But Haney said the Colo-
nels won’t be intimidated.

“Once the ball is thrown up,
anything can happen,” Haney
said. “If's happened four times
for a reason — because it’s possi-
ble.”

MAC wondering what it takes to be invited to dance

BY MICHAEL MAROT
The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS —  Charlie Coles
thought Miami of Ohio’s résumé was
strong enough for an at-large bid to the

NCAA tournament: an 18- 11 record, the
Mid-Ameri

ville and Cincinnati, from Conference
USA, and the numbers increase to 33 and

That left only eight spots open for teams
in conferences like the MAC and Atlantic
10. Three of those were swallowed up by
upset winners in the conference tourna-
ments — chairman

rican
title, No. 29 in the RPI and a schedule
strength of 49.

It didn’t impress the 10-member selec-
tion committee, and Coles is worried about
the message being sent to the MAC, which
got just one team into the 65-team field de-
spite five teams ranked in the top 55 of the

PI.

“Whal it says is that the committee has
never, ever respected our league,” Coles
said Monday, one day after the brackets
were announced.

As usual, the six power —

Bob Bowlsby suggested Monday played a
key part in some teams being left out.

“The committee thought there were bet-
ter teams, but I would also suggest that
some of the upsets may have affected the
MAC teams, including Miami and Buffa-
1o,” Bowlsby said.

The annual debate about life in a
mid-major league didn’t end with that ex-
planation.

A year ago, Saint Joseph’s earned a top
seed. This year, the Hawks (19-11) were
doomed by a RPI of 60 and a 3-8 record

Atlantic Coast, Big East, Big Ten, Big 12,
Pac-10 and Southeastern — dominated lhe
field, accounting for 31 of the 65 teams, in-
cluding 25 of 34 at-large bids.

‘Add soon-to-be Big East members Louis-

agaginst

Wichita State (20-9) of the Missouri Val-
ley Conference was left out despite an RPT
of 47. Three other teams were taken from
the MVC — Southern Illinois, Creighton
and Northern Iowa.

Northeastern (24-9) of America East
didn’t even appear on the NCAA’s list of
other teams considered despite an RPI of

Bowlsby has talked frequently over the
past two years about evaluating each
school’s complete resume, including con-
ference RPI ratings.

According to the NCAA’s own numbers,
the MAC was the 10th strongest league this
year. Conference USA, which ranked
ninth, got four bids. The Mountain West
and Western Athletic, which ranked 11th
and 12th, each had two teams make it.

“You may eliminate somebody by their
nonconference schedule or their road
record. Those are things that are difficult
to separate,” Bowlsby said. “You can play
yourself out of a bad seed, but you can’t
play yourself mlo the tournament. That’s

e harsh reality.”

It’s also what Miami, Buffalo, Kent State
and Akron are dealmg with now. Buffalo
(229) was No. 32 in the RPI, Kent State
No. 52 and Akron No. 55.

It wasn’t just the MAC that was disap-
pointed.

“My only hope was that the A-10 has his-
torically done well in the tournament,”
Saint Joseph's coach Phil Martelli said. “I
hoped it would have two representatives.
When you're on the razor, you have to give
areason to put you in and a reason to keep
you out.”

Coles, in his second stint as a MAC
coach, understands the predicament for
schools like Miami.

If you don’t win a large number of games
or earn the league’s automatic bid, you
‘must bring something else — like a poten-
tial first-round draft pick. Coles had that in
Dan Majerle at Central Michigan and in
Wally Szczerbiak at Miami. Szczerbiak’s
last season at Miami, 1999, was also the
last time the MAC had an at-large team
make the NCAA field.

“I think it takes a little star power, and a
little location power,” Coles said. “People
want to talk about Northern Iowa getting
in, but what about the big boys? Some
teams play 10 or 11 home games and go 7-9
or 8-8 in the conference Did they over-
achieve? I don’t think so.”
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Coaching moves from 2003 felt atop brackets

Jayhawks,
Illini, Heels
set on paths
by hirings

BY TODD HARMONSON
The Orange County Register

Nothing is all that earth-shatter-
ing about a college basketball
coach being shoved out the door.

It happens all the time, and the
aftershocks rarely are felt beyond
the borders of a program that
pushed away an old problem only
to find a new one.

But when it happened two
years ago at the epicenter of the
game, Tobacco Road, it started a
ripple effect that severely shook
three of the top teams in the na-
tion and produced tremors that
still might be felt in the Final
Four in St. Louis.

Few major teams were worse
at the end of the 2003 season than
North Carolina, but nearly two
years after the ouster of coach
Matt Doherty, the Tar Heels were
selected Sunday as a No. 1 seed
for the NCAA tournament.

“To think of that point and
where were are right now, I
never had those thoughts,” said
Roy Williams, the former North
Carolina assistant the Tar Heels
lured home from Kansas as
Doherty’s replacement. “I just
couldn’t do that.”

And it's nearly as difficult to
imagine that Illinois and Kansas
could be right at the top with
North Carolina after they took the
direct hits created by Williams®
move to Chapel Hill, N.C.

The Jayhawks replaced the
coach who had taken them to the

AP photos

The careers of Kansas coach Bill Self (left), lllinois coach Bruce Weber (center) and North Carolina coach
Roy Williams (right) intertwined two years ago as North Carolina sought to replace its coach. When Williams

left Kansas to take over the Tar Heels, Kansas hired former lllini

2003 Final Four in New Orleans
with the Illini’s Bill Self, and Illi-
nois filled Self’s spot with South-
ern Illinois’ Bruce Weber.

All Williams, Self and Weber
have done this season is go a com-
bined 82-11, claim two of the four
No. 1 seeds in the tournament
that begins this week and estab-
lish their teams among the favor-
ites to cut down the nets April 4.

That’s not bad at Illinois and
Kansas, where things were going
rather well under Self and Will-
iams, respectively. But it's an
epic turnaround at North Caroli-
na, where Doherty resigned
under pressure after an abysmal
8-20 season.

“It’s hard to imagine because
they took more junk than any
team that’s ever played at North

Carolina,” Williams said on a con-
ference call.

“I don’t know if North Carolina
has ever gone 8-20, so those kids
have hung around and done some

really good things.”
No team has done more good
things  this  season  than

top-ranked Illinois, where Weber
has shown that his success at
Southern Illinois had far more to
do with coaching than the caliber
of the competition.

Tllinois was something of a fan
favorite much of the season as it
pursued perfection, but even with
one loss, the Illini win supporters
because of their high-paced,
guard-oriented style. And Weber
became a sentimental pick last
week when he left a Big Ten Tour-
nament game and learned that
his mother suddenly had died.

coach Self, and Weber took over at lllinois.

Weber’s players, however,
have adopted as much of an un’
derdog mentality as possible for
the No. 1 team in the nation be-
cause they have heard their doubt-
ers throughout the season.

“They don’t think Illinois is the
best team in the country,” Illini
point guard Dee Brown told the
Chicago Sun-Times. “Just watch
TV. They'll tell you we're playing
in a weak conference.

“Do I believe them? You see us
play every day. We play team bas-
ketball. We know how good we
are. People have got to fear us.”

Before the season, no team was
feared more than Kansas. Sure,
Self had a lot to do with it, but he
also was coaching a group of se-
niors who had been to the Final
Four under Williams and barely

lost to Syracuse in the national
title game.

“With expectations, it forces
your team to play in a situation
where there is a bigger bull’s-eye
on your back, which naturally
should help you play games late
in the season because they are
pressure-packed games,” Self
said in a conference call.

“I think if you slide under the
radar screen, sometimes you get
a false sense of what you are.”

The Jayhawks this season have
gone from strong favorites to win
the national championship to a
team that had to fight through a
slump, but they still are seeded
third in the Syracuse Region.

Kansas has the potential to face
North Carolina and Williams in
the regional final if both teams ad-
vance that far, leading to a battle
between the schools which were
affected most by his move.

“It still lingers,” Williams said.
“I started recruiting (Kansas for-
ward) Wayne Simien when he
was in the seventh grade. You
can't just forget a guy after some-
thing like that.

“So that part is still there. I'll al-
ways be a Kansas fan. But I won’t
ever be as big of a Kansas fan as I
am now with all those kids on that
team that I recruited.”

Other recent coaching moves
had major impacts on this sea-
son’s tournament field. Washing-
ton as a No. 1 seed? Not without
third-year coach Lorenzo Romar.
And Ben Howland needed only
two seasons to get UCLA into the
NCAA tournament, though that
might prove a difficult task for
new USC coach Tim Floyd.

Still, those moves will go down
as relatively minor shakeups on
the college basketball landscape
compared to the one that started
April 1, 2003, and ended one
month later.

Actually, there’s a strong possi-
bility it will be felt again when the
sport’s new champion is crowned
on April 4

Play-in teams survived tough seasons to get their shot

BY RUSTY MILLER
The Associated Press

DAYTON, Ohio — As an NCAA modera-
tor introduced Oakland coach Greg
Kampe on Monday night, he mentioned
the Grizzlies’ 12-18 record.

“You really had to bring that up, didn’t
you?” Kampe scolded in mock disgust.
“Couldn’t you have said 18-122"

The Grizzlies and Alabama A&M (18-13)
will meet Tuesday night in the play-in
game at the University of Dayton after
weathering seasons filled with adversity.

Oakland opened its eighth season in Divi-
sion I 0-7, losing by an average of 13 points
a game. The opponents: Illinois, Marque-
tte, Xavier, Missouri, Texas A&M, Kansas
State and Saint Louis.

“We understand our record is not what
some people think it should be. We make
no apologies,” Kampe said. “Our schedule
was ranked No. 1 by the Sagarin ratings at
the end of the non-conference. I wouldn’t
do that again, but it definitely prepared us
to get here.”

The Grizzlies regrouped to win their last
five games, winning the Mid-Continent

&k We understand our
record is not what
some people think it
should be. We malce no
apologies.

Greg Kampe
Oakland coach

Conference tournament title by pulling off
three upsets on consecutive days by a total
of seven points to grab their first NCAA
tournament bid. It took Pierre Dukes
three-pointer with 1.3 seconds left for Oak-
land to upset top-seeded Oral Roberts
61-60 in the final.

That shot extended the streak to four
years in a row that a team with a losing
record has made it into the NCAA field.

Asked what the 0-7 record says about
Oakland’s players, Alabama A&M forward
Joe Martin said, “They’re tough. They
didn’t get down on themselves. They kept
playing and they found a way.”

A&M’s problems weren’t on the court.
They won the Southwestern Athletic Con-
ference’s regular-season title and then
rolled to the conference’s tournament
championship to also make their first trip
to the NCAA tournament.

Before the season started, coach Vann
Pettaway called his team together to tell
them that he had been diagnosed with pros-
tate cancer. His doctors suggested he leave
the team to receive treatment but he re-
turned for what has become a magical
ride.

“Basketball has been good medicine for
me,” he said. “They (the doctors) told me
to take the year off, but there’s no way I
could have made it without basketball.”

The best medicine he could have re-
ceived this season was working with his
players.

“When I was first diagnosed, everything
fell apart. I was through,” Pettaway said. “T
heard the word cancer and the first thing I
thought of was death.”

Pettaway will complete radiation treat-
ments when this season ends.

Accustomed to learning X’s and O’s, his

players plcked up a larger lesson in tough-
ness from his

“Tt mctwaled us,” Bulldogs star guard
Obie Trotter said of his coach’s struggle.
“That's the type of person he is. He never
gave up.”

Pettaway is 384-181 in 19 seasons at the
6,000-student school in Normal, Ala., gui
ing the transition from Division II to Divi-
sion I'in 1999.

Kampe has spent 21 years at Oakland, a
campus of 16,500 students in Rochester,
Mich., going 348-254 while also leading the
move up to Division L.

After all those years on the sidelines,
both coaches are enjoying ﬁnally makmg it
into the tournament. Neither is worrying
about what happens next — win and re-
ceive the dubious honor of playing
top-seeded North Carolina in its home
state on Friday.

Their players refuse to look at the
play-in game as an overlooked bout on the
undercard.

“It’s still the only college game that’s
being played tomorrow night,” Oakland’s
Cortney Scott said. “I consider it an NCAA
tournament game. And we need to win it to
continue on.”
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Slumping Terps, Irish get second chance

BY HOWIE RUMBERG
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Maryland and Notre Dame
faltered down the stretch, and now they’ll
have to finish their seasons in the NIT.

“One of our goals was to win the national
championship, and right now we’re not in the
tournament,” land  forward  Nik
Caner-Medley said Sunday. “As a team we
didn’t reach our goals, so I'm disappointed.”

Maryland (16-12) lost five of six, including
the last four, and was eliminated by Clemson
in the first round of the ACC tournament.

The rough finish helped snap its
school-record 11 straight trips to the NCAA

tournament. The Terrapins will play Wednes-
day against Oral Roberts, which is its
first postseason appearance in eight years.

“This is something our guys will be excited
about, especially playing Maryland and play-
ing on national TV,” Oral Roberts coach Scott
Sutton said. “We’ll be playing in front of the
entire country.”

Notre Dame is making its second straight
trip to the NIT after losing four of its last five,
including an embarrassing 72-65 loss to
last-place Rutgers in the first-round of the Big
East tournament. Coach Mike Brey felt one
more win probably would have clinched an
NCAA berth.

“You can say all you want, we had opportu-

nities,” Brey said. “You had chances to nail it
and you didn’t nail it.”

Instead, the Fighting Irish will face Holy
Cross (24-6) Tuesday in South Bend.

The 68th National Invitation Tournament
started Monday with Western Michigan beat-
ing Marquette 54-40. The final is on March 31
at Madison Square Garden.

Conference USA had five schools selected
for the 68th NIT, the ACC and Mid-American
Conference each had four teams chosen, and
the Colonial Athletic Association had three.
America East is sending two teams — North-
eastern and Boston University — to the tour-
nament for the first time. The Big East, Big
12, Pac-10 and Southeastern Conference each
had two.

3

Nevada's Chad Bell stands on the sideline during the second half of No. 24 Nevada's 73-72 loss to Boise State during the second round of the West-
ern Athletic Conference tournament. The loss ended a 10-game winning streak for Nevada, which earned a No. 9 seed in the NCAA tournament.

WAC loss could help No. 9 Nevada focus

BY SCOTT SONNER
The Associated Press

RENO, Nev. — As painful as it
was for Nevada to end a 10-game
winning streak in its opening
league tourney game on its own
floor, Nick Fazekas figures it may
turn out to be just what the doctor
ordered.

“It probably helps us to lose,”
Fazekas said Monday as No. 9
seed Nevada (24-6) prepares to
face No. 8 seed Texas (20-10) in
the opening round of the NCAA
tournament at Indianapolis on
Thursday.

“I think we were getting a little
too comfortable. We probably
needed to lose,” said the 6-foot-11
sophomore named the Western
Athletic Conference player of the
year.

Nevada, the WAC’s regular sea-
son champs, had won 20 of their
last 22 before eighth-seeded
Boise State stunned them 73-72
with a last-second rebound off a
missed free throw in the league
quarterfinals last Thursday night.

Coach Mark Fox said the Wolf
Pack will need all the help they

can get to have a shot at knocking
off the Longhorns, who are mak-
ing their seventh straight NCAA
appearance and advanced to the
round of 16 each of the past three
seasons.

“Texas has the kind of team
that can make another deep run
into the tournament,” Fox told re-
porters on a teleconference call
after watching videotape of
Texas.

“They've got weapons every-
where. They have a coach that
has taken a team to the Final
Four. They are just terrific,” he
said Monday.

At times it sounded like Fox
was raving about top-ranked Tlli-
nois — the team the winner of the
Nevada-Texas game is likely to
face — instead of the Longhorn
squad that lost six of its last 11
and fell to Colorado in the Big 12
tournament.

“I knew they would be good de-
fensively because I know what a
great coach Rick Barnes is... On
top of that, they are better offen-
sively than I ever imagined,” Fox
said.

Brad Buckman, a 6-foot-8 jun-
ior averaging 12 points and 8.2 re-
bounds a game, and Jason Klotz,
a 6-foot-9 senior averaging 11
points and 5.8 rebounds a game,
“are the best big-men tandem
we've seen and (Daniel) Gibson is
the best guard by far we'll play
against all year,” Fox said.

Gibson, a freshman, is averag-
ing 14.4 points, 4 assists and 3.6
rebounds per game. Fox said he
watched him play in high school.

“Everybody said at the time he
is going to be in the NBA and I
don’t think there is any question
about that. It doesn’t look like he
has a weakness to be honest with
you,” Fox said.

“What he does for Texas, he
could probably do for the (NBA’s
Dallas) Mavericks,” Fox said.
He’s “explosive. He can beat you
with the three-point shot, he can
beat you in transition, he can beat
you at the rim.”

Barnes returned the compli-
ments, suggesting in a separate
call with reporters that Nevada
likely would have finished among
the top teams in the Big 12 Confer-
ence this year.

“They are a good team,” he
said. “T like the consistency they
have shown. I think that stands
out. “They have five players back
from a Sweet Sixteen team last
year. They are one of the hottest
teams in the country. They had
won 10 straight before their con-
ference tournament,” he said.

In addition to Fazekas, Barnes
said he has been impressed with
the play of freshman point guard
Ramon Sessions.

“They are not going to be
wide-eyed about going to the
NCAA tournament. With the kind
of year they've had, they have to
be confident and feeling good
about themselves,” Barnes said.

Fazekas, who ranks 12th in the
nation averaging 21.5 points per
game and 20th in rebounds with
9.4 per game, said he expects a
physical game against the Long-
horns but has gotten used to that
facing double coverage in WAC
play. His nose was broken in the
regular season finale at San Jose
State and he’ll continue to wear a
protective mask in NCAA play.

“The mask is no big deal. I
don’t even know it is on my face
anymore,” Fazekas said.

W. Michigan
rolls in NIT
first round

The Associated Press

MILWAUKEE — Levi Rost
had 18 points and Brian Snyder
added 11 to lead Western Michi-
gan over Marquette 54-40 in the
ﬁrsl round of the NIT on Monday
nig

Marquette (19-12) was without
leading scorer Travis Diener,
who sustained a season-ending
hand injury in practice Feb. 22.

“What concerned us was they
played four games already with-
out Travis and we didn’t have
film on any of them,” Western
Michigan coach Steve Hawkins
said.

Marquette, making its second
straight trip to the NIT after
reaching the NCAA Final Four in
2003, made a season-low one
three-pointer in 21 attempts.

“The game tonight was certain-
ly not how we built the program
during my first six years here,”
Marquette coach Tom Crean
said. “You cannot let your offen-
sive woes carry over fo the other
end and give up easy baskets.
You just can't do it.”

The Broncos (20-12) won their
first game of the NIT for the sec-
ond time in three years and will
play the winner of Wednesday’s
matchup between Texas Chris-
tian and Miami (Ohio) in the sec-
ond round.

Brian Snider added 11 points
for the Western Michigan, which
had its best defensive game since
beating Central Michigan 84-39
on Jan. 29.

Sophomore Dameon Mason led
Marquette with 14 points, while
Marcus Jackson had 11 re-
bounds. The Golden Eagles were
held to less than 40 points for the
second time in three games.

Western Michigan scored the
first five points of the second half
to open a 32-23 lead. But Todd
Townsend scored eight of Mar-
quette’s first 10 points to help the
Golden Eagles close to 37-33.

Marquette then went 5:14 with-
out a point and 6:19 without a
field goal, and Western Michigan
took a 42-33 lead on Rost’s second
three-pointer of the half.

Marquene has lost 10 of 15.

“I never pictured going out like
this,” said Townsend, a senior.

NIT
Opening Round

ednes:
Drexel (17.11 at Buffalo (22:0)
a1 atsaint Josepn‘s a9-11)
|29 at Virginia’ Common-
wealth (18
Housion (18-13) at wichita State (209)
Rice (19-11) at Southwest Missouri State

Kent State (20-12) at Western Kentucky

Denver (20-10) at San Francisco (16-13)
(§5afulerton 05702t "Gregon State

First Round

on
Western Michiga) 54 Marquette 40
Tuesday
Holy Cross (4-9)at Nofre Dame (17-11)
Miami (16-19) at South Carolina (15-13)
Yol e s e eI Toch (513
DePaul (19-10) at Missouri (16-16)

ednesday
(L@ Christian' 1-13)at Miami (Ohio)
Boston U, 20.8) at Georgetown (17.12)
rtheaster femphis (19-15)
vanderhm (m 13) at Indiane (15-13)
lemson (16 exas A&M (19-9)
BRI a( 2t Maryland (16-12)
Arizona State mns) 3 va 16:13)
Rice/SW Missourl otve; Bavidson/vey
CS Fullerton/Oregon St. vs. Denver/San
Francisco
Kent St./W. Kentucky vs. Houston/Wichita

Drexel/Buffalo vs. Hofstra/Saint Joseph's
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Redskins hot on heels of Brown
after former No. 1 overall pick
cut by Cleveland, Page 31

Lined up for the slaughter

Tournament limelight i is short, bittersweet for sacrificial seeds
B

BY NANCY ARMOUR
The Associated Press

airleigh Dickinson

coach Tom Green was

gomg over potential

tournament

malchups, daydream-

ing about his Knights playing

Wake Forest. Or Washington.
Maybe even North Carolina.

Daydreaming? Sounds more
like a nightmare.

And 16th-seeded FDU wound
up even worse than Green imag-
ined, facing the biggest seed of
them all, overall No. 1 Illinois on
Thursday.

“Realistically, we know what a
long shot it is,” Green said Mon-
day. “It’s a huge challenge, to say
the least.”

That’s life for the NCAA tourna-
ment's little guys. Getting a bid
gives small schools like Fairleigh
Dickinson, Richmond and Coppin
State publicity and national expo-
sure they’d never get otherwise.

But teams seeded 15th and
16th don’t get much of a chance to
enjoy the limelight, usually gone
by the end of the first round in a
blowout to one of college basket-
ball’s powerhouses.

“I'told our players earlier in the
week ... we’re going to have to
upset somebody,” said Travis
Ford, whose 15th-seeded Eastern
Kentucky squad goes up against
No. 2 seed Kentucky on Thurs-
day. “We’re going to be an under-
dog, I can guarantee you that.”

No 16th seed has ever beaten a
No. 1 since the tournament ex-
panded to 64 teams in 1985, and
only four No. 15s have upended a
second seed. Richmond beat Syra-
cuse 73-69 in 1991, Santa Clara
upset Arizona 64-61 in 1993, Cop-
pin State stunned South Carolina
78-65 in 1997, and Hampton sur-
prised Towa State in 2001.

But those few upsets are
enough to give every small school
hope, no matter how faint.

“It’s happened four times for a
reason. Because it's possible,”
said Michael Haney, a forward
for Eastern Kentucky.

Haney isn't delusional, just opti-
mistic. Those 15th seeds that
pulled off upsets were just like his
team and the others that were
hard at work Monday, preparing
to play behemoths such as Illi-
nois, Duke and Connecticut.

OK, so Santa Clara had Steve
Nash when the Broncos knocked
off No. 2 Arizona in 1993. But
these schools have guys who can
play, too. Haney ranks fifth in the
country in field goal percentage,
shooting a blistering 63 percent,

Delaware State players,
Delaware State (19-13)

while Obie Trotter of Alabama
A&M — the ultimate sacrificial
seed as one of the teams in the
play-in game — leads the country
in steals.

Besides, the law of averages
says a No. 16 has to beat a No. 1
one of these days.

Western Carolina came close in
1996, missing two shots in the
closing seconds to fall to Purdue
73-71. In 1989, two No. 1s got
scares. Georgetown edged Prince-
ton 50-49, but the Hoyas needed
two blocks by Alonzo Mourning
in the final six seconds. Oklaho-
ma escaped with a 72-71 win after
East Tennessee State missed a
shot in the final second.

“It goes back to the saying, ‘Re-
spect everyone but fear no one,’ ”
Ford said.

And, really, for those schools
coming out of the smaller confer-
ences, is there a difference be-
tween playing, say, top-seeded
Duke and No. 4 Louisville?

“There’s more and more pari-
ty,” said Central Florida coach
Kirk Speraw, whose team is seed-
ed 15th for a second straight year
and plays No. 2 Connecticut on
Friday. “You take the first 15
teams in the country, maybe

t-time Mid-Eastern Athletic
the No. 16 seed in the Austin Regional and will face ane (25 5

&k /t’s probably the
biggest long shot
ever as far as a
16 seed knocking
off a team with

one loss.?

Tom Green
Fairleigh Dickinson coach

they're a notch above because of
a couple of players. But you take
programs 25 through 125, and
how much difference is there real-
Iy? I think that spread is getting
narrower all the time.”

Still, they know they’re long
shots. In Illinois, Green’s squad
gets a team that has lost one mea-
sly game all year. When Green
and his assistants were making
their scouting report, they looked
for even the slightest weakness,
and came up empty.

“I’s probably the biggest long
shot ever as far as a 16 seed
knocking off a team with one
loss,” Green acknowledged. “I'm
going to tell them point-blank a 16
has never beaten a 1,” he added.

“T'll tell them about the history of
the game a little bit. And tell them
we have to play well this week.”

But even if they wind up being
an answer to a trivia question
only diehard fans will remember
five years from now, there are
worse things than being a 15th
and 16th seed. They at least have
one more game to play.

This is their big chance to
shine, too, with more attention on
them in the next three or four
days than the entire rest of the
season. How many people knew
Richmond’s nickname was_the
Spiders before its big upset? Or
that Coppin State was in Mary-
land? And if one of the little guys
does pull off an upset — or even
makes a serious run — it’s guaran-
teed an arena full of fans. When
UCF played Pittsburgh close in
its first-round game last year, the
Wisconsin fans at the Bradley
Center jumped on the Golden
Knights’ bandwagon so fast it al-
most tipped over. Pitt eventually
won, 53-44.

“It's great exposure for pro-
grams like ours, certainly on a na-
tional level. And it has a long shelf
life,” Speraw said. “People remem-
ber you were in the tournament,

in their honor on Monday in Dover, Del.
a llrst-rmlmi game on Friday in Charlotte, N.
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and that's obviously good for your
school, your academic programs
and your athletic programs.”

And maybe, just maybe, this
will be the year for a historic
upse

“You’d like to think it's going to
happen someday, but it hasn't
happened in 20 years” Green
said. “Hopefully itll happen in
my lifetime, but we’ll see.”

Selig willing to testify; players’ status uncertain e
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